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HADLEY & SONS, RUNDLEMEAD, MATHON 
    Tel: 01886 880524, or Mobile: 07976 515271 
 *  Forestry and fencing contractors                    *  Landscape gardeners 

 *  Haulage and mechanical excavation              *  Tree advisory service 

 *  Round timber purchased                     *  Tree surgery specialists 

 *  Firewood logs for sale 

Simon Thompson 
Locksmith 
Local trustworthy service by  
retired police officer. 

Doors opened, new locks fitted 
Upvc doors repaired, free security reviews 

Fixed prices and all work guaranteed. 
 

Please call 01886 880956 or 07957 109003 
www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk 

 

 

KEVIN ROBERTS 
 

 

DOMESTIC PLUMBING 
BATHROOMS 
CENTRAL HEATING 
TAPS AND WASHERS 
OIL BOILER SERVICES 
OFTEC REGISTERED 
UNVENTED REGISTERED 

 

TELEPHONE: 01886 880384   MOBILE: 07976 879719 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

 

 

F. W. SPILSBURY 
GEORGIA A. SPILSBURY  

Malvern's longest established  
Independent Funeral Director 

24-hour service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

12 Upper Howsell Road, Malvern, WR14 1TL 

Tel. 01684 892777 

 www.fwspilsbury.co.uk 

fwspilsbury@gmail.com 

P .  W .  &  L .  J .  H O D G K I S S  

T H E  B U T C H E R Y  

We stock a wide range of groceries 

Local fresh fruit and vegetables 

Fresh milk and bread daily, and much 

more 

 

Open Tuesdays to Fridays:  

9.00 a.m. til 4.00 p.m. 

Saturdays: 900 a.m. til 2.00 p.m. 

The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley,  
Worcestershire, WR13 5LT 

Telephone: 01886 880221   :    cradleybutchers.co.uk 

http://www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk
http://www.fwspilsbury.co.uk
mailto:fwspilsbury@gmail.com
http://www.whitehousevets.com/online-booking/
http://www.whitehousevets.com/pet-club/
http://www.designer-creations.co.uk/
http://www.designer-creations.co.uk/
http://cradleybutchers.co.uk
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TRAVELLING IN HOPE 

Once again (and indeed, what's new?) we live on the edge of uncertainty. Turn the page, and you'll see the diary 
of church services for our three parishes, again hedged about with 'caveats.' The full programme of events, as 
published, almost  certainly  won't happen; but as soon as it seems right to encourage people to come together in 
our buildings, we'll be ready.  Currently, things are looking good. Levels of viral infection are moving in the right 
direction, if only because we've been in 'lockdown'. More helpfully, the roll-out of the Covid vaccine seems to be 
increasing apace, with many of our more vulnerable people confident of receiving it within weeks, even days. But 
we've been wrong-footed more than once lately by unforeseen events, and have grown used to the sting of 
disappointment.  
 
So- how to keep our spirits up, as we go on? Chaucer's Canterbury pilgrims told stories as they travelled on their 
way. As it happens, in the early stages of last year's lockdown, I had time to put the finishing touches to a story I'd 
been assembling, bit by bit, for some while: so now I have something to offer, to anyone who'd like to follow it, 
through these weeks. For the first time in many years, we're unable to offer the opportunities we usually do, for 
people to meet and explore some subject or other, so here's a fairly light-hearted alternative, which I hope a 
number of people might find entertaining. It's set in a spa town which just might be Malvern, if there was an abbey 
instead of a priory, and if the buildings adjoining it had become not an hotel, but an establishment for the training of 
rather high- church clergy. There are other differences, too, and the fictional Burrington Spa is very definitely not 
Malvern; nor Chichester, where I trained; nor are any of the characters in the story remotely like anyone who ever 
lived. (We have to say that, to avoid being sued. You might draw your own conclusions!) By the time this 
Newsletter appears the first two instalments will already have gone out via our parish web-sites, and on paper to 
anyone who asks me for a copy. With luck, they will remain available, online: and on Thursday evenings each 
week till the end of March we'll set up a link both on-line and by telephone, for anyone who'd like to come together 
to chew over what we've shared, or to talk about issues which might be related - or, indeed, to talk about anything 
else under the sun! 
 
Another loss this year is the soup and cheese charity lunches we usually run during the church's Lenten season. 
Some parishes, I'm hearing, are holding these 'virtually', via computer screens, or at the very least having shared 
'coffee mornings', everyone staying at home, over 'the wires'. We haven't gone as far as that (though maybe 
someone might yet offer to set that up for us?):  but we have nominated a 'Lent charity' this year, and donations 
are invited towards the Acorns Children's Hospice, near Worcester, for which a number of people locally, and 
many further afield, have reason to be thankful. Further details about that, and how to donate, will be on our 
websites by the time this Newsletter comes out, and perhaps also included elsewhere in this Newsletter. It would 
be good if you might like, perhaps, to mention our benefice Lent appeal, should you feel moved to make a 
donation. 
 
Lent may look different this year, but as always the season marks a journey to an ever fuller burgeoning of life, 
both literally and spiritually speaking, through the very darkest times, to a light and a hope and a fruition which 
ultimately nothing can stifle. May we all come, together, on April 4th, to a very happy Easter! 
 

REVD. ROBERT WARD 
                                                                                                                                                                          Rector 
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Church Services in March 2021* 

 
*At the time of writing, it is unclear how soon we will be able to resume public worship in our churches. 
All listed live-streamed services will be made available online and by telephone, either from church or 
from the Rectory. All other services listed and marked with an asterisk are provisional, and will resume 
only when it is considered safe to do so. The situation will be kept under constant review. Up-dated 
details will appear on our websites, on church notice boards and in the weekly e-news, delivered free by 
e-mail to those who request it. 

 

FIRST SUNDAY *9.30a.m.   Parish Communion (CW)     Mathon 

March 7 10.45a.m.            Live Streamed Service              Cradley 

Lent   3  *6.00p.m.  Evensong (said if restrictions remain)                      Storridge
  

Wednesday 10 *10.00a.m.  Holy Communion (CW) (said)     Cradley 

   6.30 p.m.           Evening Prayer (said)    Live Streamed 

 

SECOND SUNDAY  9.30 a.m.  Mattins       Storridge 

March 14 10.45 a.m.  Live Streamed Service for Mothering Sunday Cradley 

Mothering Sunday  6.00 p.m.  Evensong (said if restrictions remain)             Mathon 

Lent 4   

Wednesday 17   *10.00 a.m.  Holy Communion (CW) - (said)    Cradley 

 6.30 p.m.  Evening Prayer - (said)   Live Streamed  

 

THIRD SUNDAY *9.30 a.m.  Holy Communion (BCP)      Storridge 

March 21 *9.30 a.m.  Mattins - Lay led       Mathon 

Lent 5                           10.45 a.m.  Live Streamed Service       Cradley  

 Passiontide begins 

Wednesday 24   10.00 a.m.  Holy Communion (CW) - (said)    Cradley 

 6.30 p.m.  Evening Prayer - (said)   Live Streamed   

  

FOURTH SUNDAY  *9.30 a.m.  Mattins        Mathon 

March 28 *9.30 a.m.  Mattins        Storridge 

PALM SUNDAY             10 .45 a.m.  Family Communion (CW)  Live Streamed Cradley 

Wednesday 31   *10.00 a.m.  Holy Communion (CW) (said)     Cradley 

(Wednesday in Holy Week)        6.30 p.m.            Compline (Night Office) - said          Live Streamed 

 
Church Services in April 2021 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 7.30 p.m.            Eucharist of the Last Supper  - Live Streamed 
April 1  

GOOD FRIDAY                          10.00 a.m.             Morning Prayer—Live Streamed 
April 2  2.00 p.m.  A Service of Prayers and Readings—Live Streamed 

 

FIRST SUNDAY    9.30 a.m.  Family Service followed by shortened communion   
    for those who wish.     Mathon 

April 4  

EASTER DAY 9.30 a.m.  Easter Communion (BCP)    Storridge 

 11.00 a.m.            Easter Communion for all (Live Streamed) Cradley 
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MATHON  CHURCH  MATTERS 
 
The proposed handrail has now been fitted at the 
chancel steps. 

Although we are unable to hold Lent lunches, we 
can still support a charity as usual and the 
Churchwardens of the Benefice have agreed on the 
Acorns Children’s Hospice.  Donations can be made 
online at https://www.acorns.org.uk/get-involved/
donate or cheques/cash can be placed in envelopes 
which are available in the churches and left in 
Mathon Church vestry.  Cheques should be made 
payable to Acorns Children’s Hospice and may be 
posted direct to Acorns Children’s Hospice, Drakes 
Court, Alcester Road, Wythall, Birmingham, B47 
6JR.  All donations should bear the donor code of 
DN136322. 
PLEASE ENSURE YOU QUOTE THE DONOR 
CODE DN136322 ON ANY DONATIONS. 

At the time of writing it is still not possible to hold 
services  due to Covid Regulations, but it is hoped 
these will soon be relaxed.  However the church is 
open for private worship but all visitors must adhere 
to the virus regulations. 

Services continue to be live streamed from the 
Rectory, 10.45 a.m. on Sundays and 6.30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays.       
              SP 

“Forty Days of Fundraising” for  

Storridge Church! 

Storridge Church are launching the new Parish 
Giving Scheme (PGS) after a hard year when they 
had a net deficit of £6,000 from COVID 19, no 
fundraising events and the church being closed. The 
PGS is an efficient new scheme which makes the 
handling of donations easier for both donors and 
Treasurers.   

The PCC have written to many parishioners and are 
hoping to increase their income significantly from 
regular giving.  If you are interested in signing up, 
please visit www.parishgiving.org.uk, quoting the 
parish code of 180618185 or contact Church 
Warden, Kat Norbury at kat@norburys.co.uk. 
Storridge Church would be most grateful for any 
support you can give. 

KAT NORBURY 
              kat@norburys.co.uk      
      07764 902850 / 01886 288128                    

CRADLEY CHURCH 100 CLUB 

The 100 Club has been operating for four years in 
April, and we now have 150 Shares sold. 

 
Our opportunities for fundraising are extremely lim-
ited at the moment, but we still have ongoing ex-
penses to maintain a Church presence in the village 
including our commitment of £30,000 to be paid as 
our share to the diocese. 

We therefore intend to relaunch as the 200 CLUB. 

Same format will apply i.e.  £1.00 per share per 
month with 50% paid out as prize money. 

If you would like to help reach our target of 200 
shares sold by April, by joining or buying more 
shares  please  contact Ian Bailey on 01886 884682 
or email  ianbailey@hotmail.co.uk 

Alternately an application form can be downloaded 
from cradleychurch.org.uk 

February winners were:   
1

st 
Elaine Hughes 

2
nd

 Janita Goodwin 
3

rd
 Anne Freeman. 

IAN BAILEY 

 

http://www.acorns.org.uk/get-inv
http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
mailto:kat@norburys.co.uk
mailto:kat@norburys.co.uk
http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk/
http://www.cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.cradleysurgery.nhs.uk/
http://www.storridgevillagehall.com/
http://www.cradleyschool.org.uk/
http://www.cradleychurch.org.uk/
http://www.mathonparishcouncil.co.uk/
http://www.cradley.org.uk/
http://www.okcradley.com/
http://www.cradleychurch.org.uk
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A HUGE THANK YOU 
 

I would like to say a huge thank you to all the lovely 
people who helped me after my fall on 8  December 
(I tripped over my dog - no alcohol was 
involved!).  A list of people who helped me would be 
too long to mention but they know who they are.  As 
I said to the paramedics ’This is the joy of living in a 
village community’. I broke my right arm and this is 
mending nicely and I am emerging into the world of 
dog walking and driving at long last.  

Thanks again to all those wonderful people. 
 

MO HADDON 

 

 

 
CRADLEY AND STORRIDGE  

PARISH COUNCIL 

The parish council met on Tuesday 9
th
 February.  At 

the meeting we decided to go ahead with more 
improvements to Buryfields and Chapel Lane 
recreation areas, installing more benches and 
tables, and funding volunteers to develop and 
maintain the BMX track at Chapel Lane.  This is in 
addition to the new fence that will soon be installed 
around the Buryfields play equipment. 
 

We’ve had some great feedback to David 
Kingston’s appeal for ideas for how to improve the 
village environment.  Quite a few of you have 
focused on the need to improve walking and cycling 
routes, particularly to and from the school.  If you 
have any ideas – however big or small – please let 
us know. 

 
The council is continuing to support its declaration 

of a climate emergency last year, including 
supporting the BBC Countryfile Plant Britain 
campaign (https://www.plantbritain.co.uk/) 

  
We must give a very big thank you to the 

wonderful people who have volunteered to take on 
emptying the dog bins in the parish.  We’ve now 
been able to re-open all but one of the bins – if 
you’d be able to help share the work, please let the 
clerk know.  Free bin bags and rubber gloves are 
provided! 

 
I have now been the clerk to the Cradley and 

Storridge Parish Council for nearly a year, and I’ve 
been struck by the interest people take in what the 
council does (and doesn’t) do.  Did you know that 
there are still some vacancies on the council, and 
the council can co-opt volunteers to join?  It’s a 
great way to make a difference to the area.  If you’d 
like to find out what would be involved – as they say 
on the TV adverts, there’s no obligation and no 
salesman will call! – please contact the clerk or any 
of the councillors. 

 
PHIL STRIPLIN 

         Clerk to Cradley and Storridge Parish Council 

https://www.plantbritain.co.uk/
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CRADLEY W I 

February was Cradley WI’s birthday month. This 
year we celebrated 83 years since we were founded 
in 1938. Usually, February is our lunch club and we 
try and arrange a nice venue to meet. Last year it 
was at The  Scrumpy House at Weston’s, Much 
Marcle. If only we’d realised what was to come, we 
might have stocked up on more cider!  

Pat, a former WI secretary, sent us some 
newspaper clippings one of which was Cradley WI 
celebrating its 40th birthday which all the founder 
members attended. What wonderful women to get a 
new organisation started when shadows of war were 
looming over Europe (see picture attached). 
(Barbara, maybe the picture could go in the middle 
of the text – but only if it will remain legible) Even 
more wonderful to live through it all to celebrate their 
40th anniversary, with what WI members do best - 
having tea and cake. 

I wonder what they would have made of our zoom 
meetings?  Our February zoom meeting was related 
to tea and cake when Baroness Bolsover complete 
in Victorian regalia told us all hilarious tales about 
how afternoon tea started and the etiquette of 
afternoon tea. She showed us how to correctly hold 
our cup and saucer, depending on the height of the 
table we were seated at. The blend of tea presented 
to your guests was crucial. Who knew?  You don’t 
stir sugar in your tea, you ‘fold’ it in with decorum. 
(Unfortunately, Cradley WI’s president has very little 
decorum having reverted back to her mug with a 
dunked teabag!) 

And the cake! Very small bite size pieces, wouldn’t 
do today, mind, they did have very tight corsets to 
contend with in those days. The talk was the best 
ever zoom attendance with 19 of our members 

attending plus 8 guests. But we do like to be 
inclusive, so the committee organised a second 
birthday meeting the following week, not so much a 
meeting in a bag this time, but a meeting in a box 
with an envelope. All members were delivered a 
small afternoon tea in a box from ‘Canapes by Gill’ 
with an educational word search, some birdseed 
sunflowers seeds to plant and a letter from the 
treasurer about subs renewal and of course not 
forgetting (horror of horrors- don’t tell the Baroness!) 
a teabag!  

We hope we can compare our sunflower plants for 
real later in the year, and it will be interesting to see 
any photos of how members presented their 
afternoon tea. Thanks to the committee for helping to 
deliver this meeting.  

Our Treasurer Joy continues to produce a regular 
newsletter to keep members in touch and also to 
collect food donations for Bosbury food bank, which 
can be left in a box in her porch at 1 Huntingdon.     

Please check www.Ledburyfoodbank.org  for what 
items are needed. Donations are welcome from any 
one not just WI members.  

We are very pleased to announce that two of our 
members, Joy and Cherril, have been appointed as 
trustees to the board of Herefordshire Federation of 
WIs. They are both very active not only with our WI 
but as advisors to other WIs across the county. Well 
done ladies.  

Cradley WI has planned further zoom meetings for 
March 4th 7.30pm with Malcolm Penny talking about 
the history of Brockhampton (and hoping we can 
plan another lunch club outing there later this year) 
and April 1st 7.30pm with Frances Carlow ‘the Pearl 
lady’ talking about the history of pearls. Future 
meetings will be planned taking into account how 
restrictions are lifted.  

Herefordshire Federation continues to provide 
zoom meetings with various topics and crafts. These 
are at no charge and open to anyone. They are 
getting a good following from around the country. 
One session was given by our president who spoke 
about her inspirational sister Val who founded the 
charity TripleB care projects in the Philippines and 
her visit to the Philippines in January last year. 
February also saw the next Federation quiz, devised 
by Cradley WI’s Joy, not that we get any prior 
knowledge; February’s theme was ‘spice up your life’ 
and proved to be another fun filled evening, 
especially as you are not asked to disclose the 
lowest score. If anyone would like any further 
information about our events, or would like to join 
Cradley WI in April, please contact me below. 

MAUREEN SULLIVAN  
President Cradley WI  

Maureensullivan60@gmail.com  

http://www.Ledburyfoodbank.org
mailto:Maureensullivan60@gmail.com
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 CRADLEY SURGERY NEWSLETTER 
 

Dr Patsy Dye    

Dr Chris Spruce 

March 2021 

Our covid vaccination clinics are progressing as fast 
as we can obtain vaccine. It is the supply of this that 
is limiting the numbers at the moment but I know that 
the labs are doing their very best to make more, 
working around the clock. 

 
  Our staff receive many expressions of gratitude, 
including flowers sent by an admirer at intervals, but 
they are also subject to unfair criticism about who is 
on the list for vaccines (decided centrally) and how 
the roll-out is being achieved. 

 
  As the senior clinician at Cradley, please may I ask 
that you treat our staff well. We know you are 
anxious and have been for many months. Phoning 
us daily to express your concern is not going to help 
and it’s not going to make it happen faster. Our 
reception staff cannot make decisions and should 
not be criticised personally. 

 
  There have been a few unpleasant side-effects, but 
not many, and none serious. I would also suggest 
that the side-effects might be a great deal less 
worrying than having covid itself. 

 
  To see the national effect of the vaccination 
programme, one only needs to see the numbers of 
infections and deaths falling. Please keep this 
uppermost in one’s mind. 

 
  Meanwhile we carry on with normal health care. We 
are on the phone a lot these days, so you might have 
more trouble getting through. Try afternoons instead! 

 
  Some of our patients have proven themselves 
adept at taking clinical photos with good lighting and 
crisp focus. And it’s not necessarily young people 
that are better at this! It does save time for you, and 
there are fewer people through the surgery. This 
reduces infection risk. 

 
  The dermatology department at Hereford has, for 
example, changed their century-old practice and now 
ask for photos with all referrals. This enables them to 
prioritise patients. It is working well. 

 
  The NHS has long been keen to provide extra 
primary care support staff and this ‘direction of travel’ 
policy has manifest itself in new members of the East 
Herefordshire team. This includes a Physician 
Associate, a pharmacist advisor, a ‘frailty co-
ordinator’ who assists with complex care at home, a 
physiotherapist based at the practice, and a Social 
Prescriber. And there may be more to come, 
including a primary care mental health nurse, a 
paramedic for home visiting and an occupational 
therapist. 

  This has reduced doctor workload considerably and 
provides more comprehensive and holistic attention 
to our patients’ health needs, leaving doctors to deal 
with the medical conditions for which they were 
trained. 

 
  As I write, 10 minutes ago, the GP computer 
system for most of Herefordshire went down. We 
can’t do any work. Progress is only as good as the 
technology that supports it! 
  
Stay well 

DR PATSY DYE 
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ON THIS DAY  

March 3
rd

 1985: The miners’ strike ended after 
almost a year. It was led by Arthur Scargill of the 
National Union of Mineworkers in protest against 
planned mine closures. There was no national ballot 
for strike action which weakened his position. Some 
mines remained open with violent clashes between 
flying pickets and the police.  The outcome was seen 
as a significant victory for Margaret Thatcher’s 
government over the power of the trade unions. At 
the end of March 1985 the National Coal Board 
declared a record loss of £2225m. 
 

March 4
th
 1968: The Lawn Tennis Association 

announced that the Wimbledon Championship would 
allow professional players to compete - the start of 
the “open era”.  Tournaments had been restricted to 
amateur players but some were paid generous 
expenses giving rise to allegations of 
“shamateurism”.  The LTA broke ranks with the 
International Lawn Tennis Federation in making this 
move but the others soon followed. 

 
March 9

th
 1959: The Barbie Doll was launched by 

Mattel Inc. The toy was designed by Ruth Handler 
and more than 1 billion have been sold. Barbie’s full 
name is Barbara Millicent Roberts and her long term 
boyfriend is Ken Carson who first appeared in 1961. 

 
March 13

th
 1996: Thomas Hamilton, a former 

scoutmaster, shot dead sixteen pupils and a teacher 
at a primary school in Dunblane before turning the 
gun on himself. A further 15 people were injured in 
the attack.  The motive for Hamilton’s action has 
never been established. 

 
March 16

th
 1915: The Jockey Club decided that the 

war was no reason to stop horse racing. 
 
March 20

th
 1980: Sheerness lifeboat, in a difficult 

and challenging operation, rescued the crew and the 
ship’s canary on board the Mi Amigo, the home of 
the pirate radio station Radio Caroline. It had 
dragged its anchor in a storm, ran aground on a 
sandbank and was holed below the waterline.  Radio 
Caroline later resumed broadcasting from the 
converted trawler the Ross Revenge (one of the 
ships caught up in the Icelandic cod war) until 1991 
when that too was shipwrecked. 

 
March 23

rd
 1918: The German army started shelling 

Paris from a range of about 75 miles using the so-
called “Paris Guns” - converted 380mm naval guns. 
Tubes were added to the barrels to make them 34 
metres long, with additional supports to keep them 
straight. 250kg of gunpowder propelled the shells on 
a trajectory which reached a height of 24 miles. 

 
March 24

th
 2002: Halle Berry became the first black 

woman to win an Oscar, awarded for her part in the 
romantic drama Monster’s Ball. She is now also a 
film director and producer. 

March 25
th
 1957: Six European countries (Belgium, 

France, Italy, Luxemburg, the Netherlands and West 
Germany) signed the Treaty of Rome and formed 
the European Economic Community.  It was 
intended to create free movement of people, goods 
and money to generate an economic boom. 

 
March 27

th
 1977: Two jumbo jets belonging to KLM 

and Pan Am collided on the runway at Tenerife 
airport.  Both aircraft caught fire. A total of 574 
people lost their lives with about 70 surviving with 
serious injuries.  

 
March 29

th
 1886: An “esteemed brain tonic and 

intellectual beverage” will cure anything from 
hysteria to the common cold, according to its 
inventor, Dr John Pemberton. He called his new 
drink Coca Cola. 

 
March 30

th
 1952: “When the white man came we 

had the land and they had the Bibles: now they have 
the land and we have the Bibles.” Dan George, 
Canadian Indian chief speaking in 1952. 

 
March 31

st
 1989: Joseph Hazelwood, the master of 

the Exxon Valdez, was sacked for drunkenness by 
the Exxon oil company.  The ship had run aground 
on a reef in Prince William Sound, Alaska. It split 
open and spilt 11 million gallons of crude oil into an 
area known for its wildlife and fishing stock. 
Hazelwood was cleared of drunkenness by the court 
but was convicted of negligent discharge of oil. It 
took 3 years to clean up the mess and the area is 
still being closely monitored. 

          IAN THOMPSON 

TREASURER NEEDED 
 
 

The Newletter team is looking 
for a volunteer to take on the 

role of Treasurer. 
 

The role involves receipt of 
subscriptions and 

advertising income, making 
payments to third parties and 
keeping accurate accounts.  

 
 
Also managing  the 
Newsletter's bank 

account. 
 

 

For more information, 
please contact  

Robert Colledge 
on 01886 880782. 
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Equipment and tool security. 
  
Equipment and tool security can be a particular issue 
for rural businesses and farms. To keep your 
belongings safe: 

• lock equipment away in a secure building or 
part     of a building when not in use 

• invest in a secure storage toolbox 

• install a burglar alarm on buildings where 
equipment is kept 

• always lock vehicles when left outside and 
keep the keys in your possession 

• keep expensive items and vehicles out of sight 
when not in use 

• consider using hitch locks, wheel clamps or 
ground anchors 

• mark your tools and equipment and register 
them 

• keep a record of all valuable items 
        consider fitting outside security lights 
 

Estate and building security 
.  
Farmhouses and other rural properties are the same 
as any other home, so general home security advice 
still applies. However, because of the remote 
location, additional security measures may be 
beneficial. 
 
To protect your rural home or business: 

• keep the boundaries of your land and property 
well-maintained and secure 

• keep all doors and windows shut and locked 
when not in use 

•  Install a visible burglar alarm 

• make sure windows and door frames are 
secure   and in good repair 

• fit strong locks to sheds, garages and 
outbuildings 

• fit good quality window locks 

• consider security bars and grilles for 
vulnerable windows and openings 

• make sure gates cannot be lifted off or have 
their fixing bolts removed 

• check security equipment regularly to ensure it 
works properly 

• use locking posts or temporary obstructions to 
control wide access points to yards 

 

• For additional security you could also       
 

• install automatic security lights that come on 
at dusk and turn off at dawn 

• install CCTV cameras to watch over the most 
vulnerable areas of the property 

• install a monitored intruder alarm system 

• install an entry control system infrared, 
intercom or keypad 

• establish a single gated entrance and exit, 
removing all private access points that are not 
in use 

 
Boundaries.  
 
Take a good look around your property boundary for 
any potential places where it could be made more 
secure. 
 
Consider: 

• planting thorny hedging to act as a natural 
barrier 

• digging deep ditches to control and deter 
unwanted vehicle access 

• if possible, having a single-gated access point 
to the property 

• using locking posts or temporary obstructions 
to control large openings 

• invert and cap gate hinges 

• making sure fixing bolts are secure and use 
covered padlocks installing warning signs 
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Coronavirus Scam News 
The below information was published by Which?  

A dangerous fake NHS text has been circulating, 

telling people they’re eligible to apply for the COVID-

19 vaccine. Here’s what it looks like. 

 

 

 

 

 
It confusingly states that “we have identified that 

you are eligible to apply for your vaccine” and 
advises you to follow a link to get more information 
and ‘apply’. 

This URL takes you through to an extremely 
convincing fake NHS website that asks for your 
personal details, but the member became 
suspicious when it asked for his bank/card details in 
order to ‘check’ his identity. 

It was then that he began spotting spelling 
mistakes on the site and in the SMS itself, which are 
classic signs of a phishing scam. 

We found that the fake site was also registered just 
two days ago – another reason to be suspicious, 
and one that demonstrates the importance of 
reporting these scams as soon as you receive them 
to www.actionfraud.police.uk 

A similar message is being sent by email, and also 
by phone. The NHS will contact you when it is your 
turn to receive the vaccine, most likely by letter from 
your GP or from the NHS itself. 

Some people are receiving fake text messages 
claiming they’ve been in contact with someone 
who’s tested positive for COVID-19. 

We’ve been made aware of a fake SMS text that 
links to a made-up coronavirus contact tracing  

service. If you follow the link, the site asks for your 
personal details. 

But there’s only one official contact tracing service 
you can trust, and that’s the one being run by the 
NHS in England. Its web address is https://contact-
tracing.phe.gov.uk 

  
This is what the fake text looks like:           

How to tell if a contact tracing text is real? 
 
NHS Test and Trace might text or call you to warn  
you if you’ve recently been in contact with someone 
who tests positive for the virus. 

You can tell if it’s genuine if it includes a unique ID 
number. This ID number should allow you to log into 
the official Test and Trace website. Instead of 
following any links included in the text, go to the 
website from your web browser and enter the ID 
number you’ve been given. 

You could also check whether the text came from 
the only number dedicated to the NHS tracing 

service, which is 0300 013 5000. However, there 
are concerns it could be affected by number 
spoofing. 

No other messaging services are being used to 
contact people. If you get a message like this on 
WhatsApp, Telegram or Facebook, for example, 
you can be sure it’s fake. 

Be cautious and report suspicious messages.  If 
you do receive a suspect Test and Trace message, 
report it to Action Fraud. The National Cyber 
Security Centre is also encouraging reporting 
phishing attempts to report@phishing.gov.uk.  

Scammers are taking advantage of the pandemic 
in any way they can to try and steal information and 
money. Be generally suspicious of any unusual or 
unexpected messages that ask for personal 
information about you or your friends and family. 

https://contact-tracing.phe.gov.uk
https://contact-tracing.phe.gov.uk
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
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 THE NIGHT SKY 

I found out too late for publication last month that 
CPRE (formerly the Campaign to Protect Rural 
England) were having their annual star count project, 
encouraging people at the last New Moon to count 
the number of stars they could see in the 
constellation of the Orion, as public feedback on 
local light pollution.  A method we can try any winter 
dark sky is by looking at Ursa Minor; and trying to 
see faint stars around the Pole Star, that do not 
make up the constellation.  The new Moon period 
this month is March 12, 13. I have attached a map 
with stars to look for in capital letters brightness to 
dimmest. You will need to get dark adapted for at 
least 10 minutes, with no visible outside light in the 
area.  To find the Pole Star, looking north, half way 
between the W constellation of Cassiopeia to the 
west and that of Ursa Major, the Plough to the east, 
with the two end Plough Shear stars pointing to it.  
You may do better than me.   I even tried it at El 
Capitan view over Yosemite Park at a public star 
gazing session. I couldn’t see any more than A – a 
sign of age.  It is very sensitive to the dilation of the 
human eye which decreases with age and also with 
background lighting.   
I have included an image of a beautiful spiral 
galaxy,NGC 6946 appearing in the constellation of 
Cepheus, (next to the constellation of Cygnus, the 
Northern Cross) 22 million light years away, known 
as the fireworks galaxy as there have been so many 
supernovae going off in it. There have been 10 
supernovae in this galaxy in the last 
century.  Normally one expects one supernova per 
galaxy in about 400 years.  That is one supernova 
per 400 galaxies in one year which is easily within 
range of a modest telescope.  Then another long 
exposure of galaxy M106 in Canes Venatici which 
has a super massive black hole, there is also 
another galaxy (upper left) in the same field of view. 
It is common to capture images of several galaxies in 
the same field of view.            
This last February we had three Mars missions 
arriving in orbits at the red planet.  The United Arab 
Emirates space probe Hope, decelerated 
successfully into orbit to study Mars’ weather and its 
atmospheric leakage to space.  This tiny country’s 
space agency was only formed a few years ago.  
Hoping for success at the time of writing, there 
followed China’s Tainwen-1 spacecraft planning to 
land a rover in May.  We also had NASA’s 
Perseverance spacecraft landing its rover in a 45 km 
wide impact crater in a former river estuary dating 
from an earlier time when Mars was not frozen, had 
a significant atmosphere, and had rivers of water.  It 
is looking for past signs of life. 
 I return here to where I left off last month; the 
universe at 300,000 years.  At that time, there was 
burst of energy release of light, as from expansion; it 
was cool enough for the protons and electrons to 
combine.  It switched from opaque to transparent, 
just like on the surface of a star, and was ringing like 
a bell.  Due to the expansion ever since, those 
wavelengths have been stretched greatly to 

microwaves; that is the cosmic microwave 
background radiation (CBR) discovered by Penzias 
and Wilson, as I described last month. That 
microwave peak brightness wavelength is blocked 
by the atmosphere and so is mapped using 
satellites with ever more high resolution and more 
sensitive microwave imaging systems.  That ringing 
imprint of density harmonics has extremely tiny 
spatial fluctuations on different scales, and is key to 
understanding the early development of the ever-
expanding universe.  If you had microwave eyes the 
CBR would be as bright as moonlight across the 
whole sky.   

The ratio of numbers of large clumps to numbers 
of small show any gravitational space curvature as a 
distorting magnifying effect. Like drawing longitude 
lines on a sphere, what is parallel on the equator, 
converge to the poles.  No distorting curvature is 
found; and the universe looks flat and infinite. It is 
also how we exactly know the conditions and 
parameters at that time.   

Over the first few million years of expanding and 
more cooling in the transparent universe in which 
light can travel, that lumpiness formed the nebulous 
thinning hydrogen and helium gas clouds in which 
stars were formed leading to small galaxies that 
eventually merged into the more local huge galaxies 
that we see around us.  As we look out further and 
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V

 

 

THE NIGHT SKY  

 
continued from previous page …... 
The continuous expansion was discovered by 
Edwin Hubble 1929, by identifying types of 
pulsating brightness stars in nearby galaxies of the 
same type as found in globular clusters in our own 
galaxy. That was after the work of Henrietta Swan 
Levitt identifying those in our galaxy of known 
distance that have a brightness to fluctuation rate 
relationship, so from fluctuation rate to getting true 
brightness and then from their perceived brightness 
to finding their distances.  Hubble found that 
galaxies increase in speed away from us in 
proportion to their distance.  It effectively eliminated 
a problem that Einstein had, with his general theory 
of relativity, not explaining a static universe.  It is 
not static! 

Why is the sky dark at night?  This is Olber’s 
paradox proposed in 1823. The further we look out 
in distance, we see more and more stars, albeit 
fainter, but in the same proportion, so the sky 
should be ablaze with stars as hot as the sun.  The 
fact that most stars are in individual galaxies with 
vast space in between, does not alter the 
conclusion. The most widely accepted answer is 
this.  Through ever increasing expansion speed 
with distance, the brightness wavelength emission 
of stars is shifted for ever increasing into the 
infrared, up to the time when there were no stars 
formed.  Leaving just darkness. 

We now know that the universe in its expansion is 
slightly accelerating and it is postulated that there is 
some sort a dark energy accounting for 75% of the 
total responsible, counteracting, dark matter, but 
there is no evidence so far of any elusive particle 
responsible, and the quest is now on.  Models not 
requiring it are a less favoured, but not without 
possibility. 

Here is a simple good model of the expanding 
universe.  It should eliminate the question of where 
it does it end or what is inside and what is outside. 
Think of blowing up a rubber balloon, expanding.  
Placing dots on it represent galaxies, they all move 
apart from each other in proportion to distance from 
any location on the surface.  There is no centre on 
this surface, all points are equal. Think of an ant 
crawling round a great circle of the expanding 
balloon, but not managing to catch up with the 
expansion.  Viewing on the surface-only, that 
surface only universe looks infinite to the ant, has 
no edge and looks flat. The surface defines flatness 
and there is no other perceived dimension.  This 
model surface only had two dimensions while our 
universe is perceived as 3, that with time is the 4th.  
But the concept is the same. That is a model of light 
and information passing through the universe as we 
see it, a surface only curved in a higher dimension 
than our familiar spatial three.  Our model of the 
balloon was in our mind’s eye a projection being 
viewed from our 3 spatial dimension world, not in 
the surface itself. 

Space and time are related through a modified 
version of Pythagoras’ theorem.  In three spatial 
dimensions, the distance squared between two 

absence of gravity or acceleration, is the sum of the 
squares of the relative XYZ positions regardless of 
orientation.  Time is added using as a fourth 
equivalent dimension through the speed of light and 
the square root of -1.  So, events in space and time 
are uniquely related and cannot repeat.  Unlike 
Niels Bohr, Einstein thought we therefore have no 
free will, like going along railway tracks 
predetermined.  True or not, the results will be the 
same either way and thought to be  not testable.  
Recent experiments have proved this not to be 
entirely so.  The observer is a key player, in the 
perception of events, but not in the absolute belief 
of the effects of decision-making. 

    

 Fireworks galaxy NGC 6946 above and 
M106 below  

Next month, I will talk about more about particles 
creation in the universe, which is still going on all 
around us, that may surprise you.   

CHRIS BADDILEY 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Cosmic_microwave_background 
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Tax code time! 
 
Here we go again, it is tax code time.  In the weeks 
before the new tax year beginning on the 6th April, 
HMRC will be busy sending out tax codes with the 
bulk of them being issued during February and 
March.  

Tax codes apply to everyone who is employed full-
time or part-time, or receiving a private pension and 
everyone who is in receipt of a tax code has a 
responsibility to check that the tax code is correct. 
Do not assume that responsibility for getting it right 
rests with employers, pension providers and HMRC. 
Whilst they have their part to play, it is ultimately up 
to everyone to make sure that their tax codes are 
right and also working correctly. 

Nowadays, coding notices are computer generated 
within HMRC and transmitted directly to employers’ 
or pension providers’ computer systems without any 
human intervention. This sometimes means that 
errors can go undetected for a whole year or even 
longer, so it’s important that you check the details. If 
there is an error and the wrong amount of tax is 
collected, HMRC will follow this up and you could 
face a tax bill after the end of the tax year.  However 
if you check your code and spot the error you can let 
HMRC know and avoid an unexpected bill later.  
 

Checking a tax code  

 

A tax code is a combination of numbers and letters 
and is used by employers and pension providers to 
work out how much income tax should be deducted. 
Most people can earn £12,500 between 6

th
 April 

2020 and 5
th
 April 2021 before paying tax. This is 

known as the tax-free allowance and it amounts to 
£1041 per month or £240 a week.  

HMRC drop the last digit of the tax-free amount 
and then add on a letter. For example, in 2020/21, 
where the tax-free amount is just the personal 
allowance of £12,500 the tax code will be 1250L.  

This may be the case for 2021/22 as at the time of 
writing we have not been made aware of an 
increase in the personal allowance from 6

th
 April 

2021. 
There are items included in the tax code 

calculation that will reduce the tax-free amount and 
increase the amount of tax that is taken from wages 
or pension. For example, the state pension. The 
state pension is taxable but the Department for 
Work and Pensions (DWP), who pay it, do not 
operate the PAYE system. The tax due is therefore 
collected by reducing the tax-free amount by the 
total amount of state pension paid during the year. 
 Contribution based Employment Support Allowance 
is another taxable benefit. 

Benefits from your employment, such as medical 
insurance should be included in your tax code and 
can therefore increase the tax you pay. 
 Allowances, such as the blind person’s allowance, 

marriage allowance or flat rate job expenses 
increase the amount of tax-free pay and reduce the 
amount of income on which tax is paid. This means 
less tax is paid when relief is given ‘through the tax 
code’.  

The inclusion of savings interest in the code 
reduces the personal allowance so you should 
check the amount of the savings interest included in 
your tax code.  It is an estimate that HMRC are 
making of the interest you will receive usually based 
on the amount received in previous years, so if there 
have been changes, HMRC will not know unless you 
let them know. The tax-free amount is reduced or 
increased as necessary and this forms the basis of a 
tax code.   

The final letter in the tax code is there for HMRC or 
your employer (or pension provider) to refer to. The 
most frequently used letters are as follows: 
 
L is the most common letter on tax codes 
M denotes 10% of your spouse’s personal 
allowance has been transferred to you 
N you have transferred 10% of your personal 
allowance to your spouse 
T allowances are split between 2 or more incomes 
and HMRC will review the code 
X  HMRC will review the tax paid at the end of the 
tax year  
BR income taxed at basic rate, 20% 

 
K codes 
 
There is one other type of tax code that you may 
receive, which is a K code.  

This code applies when items that reduce the tax-
free allowances, for example a large state pension, 
exceeds those allowances, resulting in ‘minus 
allowances’. HMRC treat these minus allowances as 
extra income on which tax is due, and they use a 
special code number, beginning with the letter K. 

For the K code, HMRC drop the last digit of the 
minus allowance, and deduct one. 

For example, if you have minus allowances of 
£2,970, your tax code will be K296.  

K codes are designed to collect extra tax, but 
cannot take tax of more than 50% of that period’s 
pay (or pension).  

So while they are designed to collect the extra tax 
due, it might not be possible to do so and you may 
still have additional tax to pay at the end of the year.  
If you think any of the items on your tax code are 
wrong or you have any questions about your tax 
codes, either contact HMRC on 0300 200 3300 or if 
on a low income, call Tax Help for Older People on 
01308 488066.   
This article is by Tax Help for Older People 
Registered Charity no 1102276 (Scotland no 
SC045819), offering free tax advice to older 
people on a low income who cannot afford 
professional help.   

https://www.litrg.org.uk/tax-guides/tax-basics/what-tax-allowances-am-i-entitled#toc-what-is-the-blind-person-s-allowance-
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 EXCERPTS FROM PARISH MAGAZINES 

CRADLEY PARISH MAGAZINE - MARCH 1897 (Part 1) 

Cradley Lodge of Manchester Unity of  
Oddfellows 
 
At the Church Parade of the above on Easter 
Sunday, the Collection at the Service, amounting to 
£1.2.6d, was sent as a contribution to the Worcester 
Infirmary on behalf of the Lodge.   
 
 
My Dear Parishioners 
 
Several things have taken place since the last issue 
of the Magazine.  To our very great regret, the 
Churchwardens and I have found it necessary to 
take proceedings, before the Malvern Bench of 
Magistrates, against two young men for very 
disorderly and irreverent behaviour in our Parish 
Church.  A fine was inflicted upon each and in doing 
so the Magistrates spoke forcibly about the gravity 
of the offence.  We hope that no other will occur but 
the Churchwardens and I have made up our minds 
that disorderly conduct whether in the Church or in 
the Churchyard or in the approaches to it shall be 
dealt with according to the powers that the law 
provides.  For many years the late Rector went 
through much worry and anxiety from conduct of this 
kind on the part of a few and recently the 
Churchwardens have done all that lay in their power 
by quiet speaking and reasoning with those who 
were known to offend.  These warnings have been 
disregarded.   

 
 It is pleasanter to turn to the confirmation which 
took place on Thursday, April 15

th
.  The Bishop of 

Hereford most kindly held a special Confirmation in 
our Church, because we were not able to make use 
of those arranged in other parishes.  Forty one 
Candidates were presented from Cradley parish and 
one from Evesbatch.  The number of Communicants 
on Easter Day was larger than for many years.  
What is 131 Communicants? – in proportion to 
nearly 900 souls even when the aged and infirm and 
those too young are taken into account.  There 
ought to be nearer 300.   

 
  Before I close, let me say, a word about a sad 
accident by which a young man’s leg was broken.  
What is especially to be deplored in this instance is 
that it should have been in consequence of football 
kicking on Good Friday.  Surely they can have no 
proper Christian feeling who can find no better way 
to spend this day.  One interesting fact – there 
happened to be upon the ground one of those who 
had attended some of the admirable course of 
instruction given recently by Dr Cowan upon ‘First 
Help in case of Accident’ and who, putting into 
practice the knowledge he had thus obtained, set 
the broken limb so speedily and so well, as to draw 
from the doctor who was sent for the remark ‘that he 
could not have done it better himself’.  It is 
impossible to say how much value this timely aid 

must have been to the sufferer or to give a better 
instance of the importance of knowledge of this 
kind.   

I am, Yours Faithfully, 
T A Ayscough 

 
CONTRIBUTED BY JOAN PROSSER 

Member of Heritage Group 
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Bitcoin-Related Scam Emails  
 

We’re warning the public to be vigilant of 
unsolicited emails promoting cryptocurrency 
(Bitcoin) investment opportunities. We’ve received 
over 750 reports this week about Bitcoin-related 
phishing emails that use fake celebrity 
endorsements to try and lure victims into investment 
scams.  
The links in the emails lead to fraudulent websites 
that are designed to steal your money, as well as 
personal and financial information. 
 
How you can protect yourself:  

Investment opportunities: Don’t be rushed into 
making an investment. Remember, legitimate 
organisations will never pressure you into making a 
transaction on the spot. 

Seek advice first: Speak with a trusted friend or 
family members, and seek independent professional 
advice before making significant financial decisions. 

FCA register: Use the Financial Conduct 
Authority’s (FCA) register to check if the company is 
regulated by the FCA. If you deal with a firm (or 
individual) that isn’t regulated, you may not be 
covered by the Financial Ombudsman Service 
(FOS) if things go wrong and you lose your money. 

For more information about how to invest safely, 
please visit: https://www.fca.org.uk/scamsmart 

Report suspicious emails: If you have received an 
email which you’re not quite sure about, you can 
report it to the Suspicious Email Reporting Service 
by forwarding the email to - report@phishing.gov.uk 
 

To see examples of the Bitcoin-related phishing 
emails that have been reported to us, follow Action 
Fraud on Twitter or Facebook. 

 
(Please forward this message to any friends, family 

members, or colleagues that may find this 
information useful) 

 
ACTION FRAUD  

(ACTION FRAUD, ADMINISTRATOR, NATIONAL)  

 
 
 
 

CMS NEWSLETTER 
 

Would you like the village Newsletter delivered 
straight into your inbox each month? 

During lockdown, while we are unable to print and 
deliver the Newsletter as usual, please contact us at 
cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com or 
cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com if you are a 
subscriber and would like us to email you the digital 
version as soon as it becomes available.  

If you know anyone who normally receives the 
newsletter and is not confident with using the 
Internet, please pass these details on to them. 

https://www.fca.org.uk/scamsmart
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
https://twitter.com/actionfrauduk
https://www.facebook.com/actionfraud/
http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk/
mailto:cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com
mailto:cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com
https://www.actionfraudalert.co.uk/
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LEDBURY FOOD BANK 

Do you have a story to tell? 

Let me help with your memoir 

Contact me to arrange a  

home visit 

Tel: 07989 733393 / 01886 833729 

Email: BeverleyM2@outlook.com 

For some time, Cradley WI has been supporting the 
Bosbury sub-branch of the Ledbury Food Bank. We 
used to collect items at our monthly meeting, and 
this hasn't stopped during the last year albeit in a 
slightly different way. At first it was just WI 
members who left donations in my porch but over 
time, due to its becoming more widely known, more 
and more people have been leaving donations and 
it is high time I acknowledged this here and thanked 
you all. There is a box in my porch where people 
can leave donations. It doesn't matter if it's just a tin 
of tuna or a week's shopping, it is all very gratefully 
received and taken to Bosbury weekly. At 
Christmas time, we asked for donations of treats 
and my goodness you all came up trumps. And with 
Easter on the horizon, perhaps a bar of chocolate 
or an Easter Egg wouldn't go amiss. I thank 
everyone every week in the village Facebook 
support group, but not everyone sees that so I'd 
just like to thank you all here. It's a wonderful thing 
you all do (the car boot was full again today). And 
for those of you that don't know what that big 
cardboard box is for on my porch table, you do 
now! All donations can be left with me (Joy 
Edwards) at 1, Huntingdon, and they will be 
delivered to Bosbury on your behalf. No donation is 
too small and each one really does help someone.  

Thank you all once again.  

JOY EDWARDS  
                                   joyedwardswi@yahoo.com  

                                             Phone 01886 880649 
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A CHRISTMAS TURKEY 
Submitted by: Miss June Marble, mentor to the foremost detectives at Scotland Yard.  

Firstly, may I apologize for the delay in reporting 
back on my Christmas Day enquiries. My time has 
been fully occupied in disentangling the chaos 
created by Inspector Slick over the prosecution of a 
number of notorious villains. As with the Xmas turkey 
it is a labour never quite finished. 

  As you will recall my intention had been to lie in 
wait for a seasonal intruder – a bearded gentleman 
who is wont to dump brightly-wrapped garbage 
under people’s Christmas trees. As I have no 
patience with indecorous fripperies such as 
Christmas decorations, I had arranged to do so in 
the living room of my associate and chronicler, Dr 
Hilda Witless: she is a sucker for a touch of sparkle. 
As it transpired, the criminal failed to show. I might 
have expected Hilda to be overjoyed – her wheelie-
bin would not be overflowing the following week. Not 
at all; she seemed to take it as a personal slight, and 
held me to blame. Our Christmas dinner was eaten 
in an awkward silence, and I left early to return to my 
cottage in St. Mungo Moss. 
  On reaching my village I passed numerous 

dwellings festooned with the tawdry flashing lights 
typical of the season; it came as a relief to arrive at 
my own darkened home. Yet, as I approached my 
front door I had an inkling that something was awry. 
On entering I should have been immediately alerted 
when no reassuring bleep erupted from the alarm. 
Without warning I was ambushed. Before I could 
make use of my black belt in macramé a blunt object 
slugged me across the back of the skull, and I 
spiralled down into an inky-black well of oblivion. 

On recovering consciousness I found myself bound 
to a chair in my kitchen. My bleary eyes struggled to 
focus, and when they did it was to look upon the 
diminutive figure of one Tallulah Past, fey psychic 
and fraudster. She was wafting around in an 
unbecoming white smock, and had done something 
very peculiar to her pale-blond hair: well, what can 
one expect from these airy-fairy mystics? 

  “Ah, Miss Marble, you are awake.”  
The voice was deep and ominously cheerful. My 
gaze turned towards the speaker, a substantial 
gentleman with a bushy beard and an astrakhan-
trimmed greatcoat of gaudy hue. The evil Dr. 
Present, slimming guru and purveyor of fat-laden 
comestibles to his gullible, yo-yo dieting victims, had 
brought a sample case with him, it seems, for he was 
knee deep in chocolate bars, pork pies and bottles of 
cheap Chardonnay. 

  A third person was lurking in the shadows – a 
sinister, emaciated creature clad in a black hoodie, 
which largely concealed his skeletal features. It was 
that loathsome thug, and enforcer for the Rectory 
mob, Christopher Yett. To come to the point, I was 
up to the eyelids in p... hot water.  

  The evil Dr. Present chuckled sardonically, before 
addressing me. “Miss Marble, we are so glad you 
popped in. We have plans for you. For years now 
you have been meddling in my affairs, and those of 
my ilk. Owing to you my fellow criminals are 
continually being inconvenienced and imprisoned. It 

   Tonight, we three will take you on a journey, 
when we will show you the harm you have done. 
Burglars reduced to poverty; shoplifters wearing 
rags; gangsters begging on the streets: the 
catalogue of misery is endless. Miss Marble, prepare 
to be taught a lesson you’ll never forget.” 

  Being all too familiar with the criminal fraternity, I 
quailed at the prospect. I could foresee an immediate 
future of tea-bags plunged into chipped mugs, 
served with one of Mr. Kipling’s ghastliest creations; 
old lags bending my ear on the vindictiveness of a 
callous society; violent yobs excusing their crimes 
with self-pitying tales of broken homes and absent 
mothers: truly, a form of torture worthy of the 
Spanish Inquisition.                       

  But first we were to wait for some suitable 
transport – a stolen Black Maria so I was informed. 
In the meantime, while my captors caroused in my 
kitchen, I was untied, my house keys appropriated, 
and I was locked in my bedroom. Now I was to regret 
the impenetrability of my security measures – if 
nobody could get in, neither could I get out. Hope 
dawned when a musical tweeting from a cage in the 
corner reminded me of Cyril, my carrier canary. In no 
time I had tied a message to his spindly leg, and 
given him instructions to fly to the nearest police 
station. Believing in proper ventilation, I always leave 
one of the transoms open a crack. I popped the bird 
through with no difficulty, and watched it flutter away 
into the night. Only then did I recall the holiday: there 
wasn’t an operational station in twenty miles. Despair 
overwhelmed me, and I flopped across my bed and 
gave myself up for lost. 

  The shattering of glass was accompanied by an 
ear-splitting jangling of alarms. Half a dozen bent 
sticks had crashed through one of the windows, 
followed by an equal number of energetic young 
persons clad in bobble hats, duffle coats and woolly 
tights. One of the vigilante patrols from St Heroine’s 
School for Girls had come to the rescue. As the 
school is suspended in the nineteen-fifties, it is much 
over-subscribed, and its pupils come fully-armed with 
hockey sticks and Molotov Tizers. More to the point, 
as we older citizens are fully aware, no gang of 
cutthroats can prevail against a bunch of 
anachronistic schoolchildren. 
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 A CHRISTMAS TURKEY 
Submitted by: Miss June Marble, mentor to the 

foremost detectives at Scotland Yard.  

A Christmas Turkey Continued ……. 

The bedroom door was flung open, and who should 
come through, armed with an automatic pistol and a 
machete, but the loathsome Christopher Yett. To 
come in like that was a very foolish move on his part, 
for before he had a chance to employ his weaponry 
sundry hockey sticks had disabled his wrists and 
ankles, and he collapsed to the floor. In a trice 
another band of girls wove past his crumpled torso 
and headed for the kitchen. A medley of shrieks and 
yells brought us news of the resultant melee; albeit, 
they were quickly replaced by girlish hoorahs of 
triumph. 
  Not long afterwards I watched the three fiendish 
villains hauled out of my cottage by the constabulary 
to await their miserable fate at the hands of the law. 
  The evil Dr Present would have the last word, 
though. “Don’t reckon you’ve escaped Scot free, 
Marble. Marleyarty has his sights on you!” 
  Professor Marleyarty, my former partner in the 
business and a dangerous character. I’d gotten him 
twenty years for fiddling the petty cash. It was an 
empty threat: he is safely in chains on Dartmoor, and 
presents no risk to anyone. 
  Gratified by another brilliant success, I thought fit to 
distribute among the girls a small share of the tuck 
left behind by the evil Dr Present: sufficient reward 
for adolescents, I think. Anyhow, I don’t reckon those 
parting looks were in the least way hostile.                                                                         
    * 

  This article commenced with my investigation into 
fly-tipping. St Mungo Moss in not immune from this 
blight, and neither are the villages of Cradley, Mathon 
and Storridge. Only recently a bathroom suite 
decorated the streambed at Kingsbridge: toilet pan, 
cistern and sink. These could hardly have been 
washed there by the floods, as is the case with divers 
warning signs and barriers provided by the council. 
Litter-bugs act on the assurance that somebody else 
will clear up after them. As good citizens it is only by 
being alert and ready to pass information to the 
relevant authorities that we can stop our brook, 
hedgerows and living rooms from becoming a 
rubbish tip.  

WHAT WE ARE WORTH 

Did you know that we old folks are worth a fortune? 
We have silver in our hair, gold in our teeth, stones 
in our kidneys, lead in our feet and gas in our stom-
ach. 
 

I have become older since I saw you last and a few 
changes have come into my life.  Frankly, I have 
become a frivolous old woman! I am seeing six  
gentlemen every day! 
 

As soon as I wake up, Will Power helps me out of 
bed, then I get to  
See Jimmy Riddle and next it’s time for breakfast 
with Mr Kellogg, followed closely by the refreshing 
company of Mr Tetley or my other friend whom I 
only know by his initials – P.G. 
 

Then comes Arthur Itis. He knows he is not wel-
come but insists on being there and stays for the 
rest of the day. Even then he does not like to stay in 
one place, so he takes me from joint to joint.  After 
such a hectic day I am glad to go to bed (and with 
Johnny Walker too)! 
 

What a hectic life, oh yes, and I am flirting with Al 
Zheimer. 
The Vicar called the other day and said that at my 
age I should be  thinking of the hereafter.  I told him 
that I did so all the time, for no matter where I am, in 
the bedroom, kitchen, sitting room or the  
garden, I ask myself “Now what am I here after?” 
 

I will close now and hope that Will Power is your 
companion too, but do make dure that his friend 
Emma Royd does not creep up on you from behind 
and watch out for that crafty Gerry Atric! 

Contributed by Chris Orford 
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EVERGREEN CATCH-UP 

Cradley Mathon & Storridge 

TEENY TOTS 
play group 

 
welcomes parents or carers and little ones 

(age 0-5) to stay and play. 

Thursdays at Storridge Village Hall 

10.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon. 

(£2 per family, includes a snack)

Occasionally meets at Cradley School. 

Come and join in! 

For information please contact: 

Rachel: 07790890183  

Annie: 01886 880964  

Hi everyone, another chance to bore you with my 
ramblings, and unnecessary bits of information of 
no importance whatsoever. But it does give me a 
chance to keep in touch, remotely! 

Well, we go from -23° in Scotland to -7° in England 
to an overnight increase to a muggy 11° today, 
probably reaching 16° by the 24

th
 of February. I’m 

definitely confused.com! 

Hope you ‘ve all been coping well with the situation, 
and you’ve all had your first jabs, and you’re all up-
lifted by the experience. 

Well, I have enjoyed the bright cold days, blue skies 
and sometimes long spells of sunshine but I haven’t 
been able to do anything in the garden, only mend 
the bird table and keep the little creatures well fed 
with seed, fat balls and concoctions made from fat 
and suet and oats and any other scraps that might 
give some sustenance. 

We’ve had a great show of snowdrops and daffodils 
are venturing forth, which does make you feel good, 
and it does make you wonder how the little crocus-
es have made their way into the daylight… 

Oh, and more good news, after about 30 + years, 
suffering from osteoarthritis, I have at long last been 
put on the knee replacement list!! Bit of a laugh real-
ly, it could be years before it happens. Anyway, 
keep positive and optimistic. The sun is shining and 
the washing is blowing on the line so what more 
could you want? Let’s hope at some stage this year 
things will get back to some sort of normality, and 
normal service will be resumed. Keep everything 
crossed. 

A very poignant thought:- 

Worrying = waste of time. Good and bad things will 
happen in life. You just have to keep living as best 
you can and not stress over what you can’t control. 

Keep smiling, speak soon, lots of love. 

CHRIS ORFORD (CLUB LEADER) 
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STORRIDGE VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

The winners of the February 100 Club draw 
were: 

First           Barbara Keel  
Second Viv Scully   
Third          Jenny Matthews 
Fourth Eileen Fitzer 

If you want to see all the winners, they are all on 
our website storridgevillagehall.com. 

This marks the end of the 2020/2021 draw, and 
the Committee are very grateful for the 
applications received to renew for the next year. If 
you would like to buy a ticket for the 2021/2022 
100 Club, there is still time. Just visit our website 
storridgevillagehall.com to fill in an online form or 
contact me and I will email or post an expression 
of interest form. If existing members wish to 
purchase additional tickets, please contact me. 

The 100 Club will distribute 50% of the annual 
sum raised through 12 draws, with the other 50% 
going towards planned improvements to the Hall. 
In brief, shares are available at £1.00 each month, 
£12 per year (payable at the beginning of the 
year). The more shares sold, the greater the 
monthly payout and the more money we will be 
able to spend on the hall.  

When the required number of shares are 
pledged, details of the 100 Club terms and 
conditions and payment details will be circulated – 
we accept cheque or BACs payments.  

The draws take place on the third Tuesday of the 
month (the date of our committee meetings). The 
monthly winners will be notified by phone, email or 
letter, and the results will be posted on the 
website. 

The Annual General Meeting of Storridge Village 
Hall should take place on Tuesday, 16 March. It is 
unlikely that such a meeting will take place, but we 
will let you know when we are able to hold it. 

We are always looking for people to join the 
Storridge Village Hall Committee so if you are 
interested please contact me. 

Thank you to everyone for your continued 
support of Storridge Village Hall. 

JACKIE WHITE 
Secretary 

jackie.white@hotmail.co.uk 
01886 833802 

 

http://www.storridgevillagehall.com
http://www.storridgevillagehall.com
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 NEWFIE MEDICAL DICTIONARY 
 

Artery The study of paintings 

Bacteria Back door to cafeteria 

Barium What doctors do when patients die 

Benign What you be, after you be eight 

Caesarean section A neighbourhood in Rome 

Catscan Searching for Kitty 

Cauterize Made eye contact with her 

Colic A sheep dog 

Coma A punctuation mark 

Dilate To live long 

Enema Not a friend 

Fester Quicker than someone else 

Fibula A small lie 

Impotent Distinguished, well known 

Labour pain Getting hurt at work 

Medical Staff A Doctor’s cane 

Morbid A higher offer 

Nitrates Cheaper than day rates 

Node I knew it 

Outpatient A person who has fainted 

Pelvis Second cousin to Elvis 

Post Operative  A letter carrier 

Recovery Room Place to do upholstery 

Rectum Nearly killed him 

Secretion Hiding something 

Seizure Roman emperor 

Tablet A small table 

Terminal Illness Getting sick at the airport 

Tumour One plus one more 

Urine Opposite of you’re out 



 

 

Hello everyone. I hope you are all managing to keep 
warm and well – and connected in some way with 
friends, family and neighbours.  Personally, I’ve been 
cheered by the snowdrops and dawn birdsong in 
recent weeks, and I’ve been watching the daffodils 
closely on my morning walks – gradually peeking 
through the cold ground, biding their time before 
blooming.  

I’ve also been doing some local litter-picking. It’s 
surprising and sad how much litter has accumulated in 
places I cleaned last year... but I get a sense of 
satisfaction from cleaning up the road verges and 
hope that eventually everyone will think twice before 
throwing rubbish out of their car windows. 

I thought I would use this column to feed back to you 
on last Friday’s Council Annual Budget meeting. This 
is where we all vote on the council’s capital budget 
(covering all the big investment projects such as new 
schools, major road maintenance, housing etc) and 
the revenue budget (covering all of the council’s day 
to day work), as well as on the council tax relief 
scheme.  (If you’re interested in the details, you can 
read all the meeting papers here:  

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/
ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=291&MId=7829&Ver=4)  

I’ll try to summarise the key points below! 

The process of drawing up the budget takes about 9 
months from start to finish.  It’s a big job for council 
officers and councillors too – especially when (as for 
the past 11 years) we have had to find major savings. 
This gets harder and harder each year, because there 
is literally no ‘fat on the bone’. 

This year’s budget had been through months of 
consultation, including informal discussion with the 
leaders of all the political groups; meetings with Parish 
Councils and other key stakeholders like businesses 
and community groups; an online public consultation, 
and in-depth scrutiny by all of the council’s scrutiny 
committees in January.  As such, there has been lots 
of opportunity for all councillors to propose ideas, and 
we have listened carefully to local people’s views. 

The first item on the agenda was the council tax 
relief scheme. Our coalition administration – like 
everyone – is really concerned about the impact of the 
Covid crisis on households, and so we wanted to do 
everything possible to help those who struggle to pay 
their council tax.  We therefore proposed to increase 
council tax relief to 100%, so that anyone who is 
eligible doesn’t have to pay anything.  We’ve also 
reduced the bureaucracy around eligibility, and 
we’ve removed the Band C limit. This means that 
some people who were previously excluded because 
of living in quite a big house (even if they had very low 

income) are now going to be included in the relief 
scheme. Altogether we are putting £1.9 million into 
expanding this scheme, which is directly targeted to 
providing the maximum support possible to those who 
are struggling to pay their council tax. The details on 
the scheme run to 136 pages (!) but the headline 
message to anyone who is struggling is: please get in 
touch with us and we will do our very best to help. In 
addition to council tax relief there are also some other 
funds that can help those who fall outside the eligibility 
criteria – so if you or anyone you know is 
struggling to pay council tax, please do get in 
touch:  

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/council-tax-1/
council-tax-reduction  

or email benefits@herefordshire.gov.uk  

or phone 01432 260333 

We then went on to discuss the capital and revenue 
budget.  I’ll focus on revenue here, since I don’t have 
much space! 

We have sadly had to find over £11 million of 
revenue savings this year in order to produce a 
balanced base budget of £161 million. Almost all of 
this £11 million ‘pressure’ relates to increasing 
demand for children’s and adults social 
care.  Most of this is not actually specifically Covid-
related; unfortunately, it’s part of a long-term pattern 
of ever-increasing care needs and ever-decreasing 
funding. 

Ultimately, the only way to square this circle is for 
central government to provide more funding.  But 
instead we have seen an immense squeeze on local 
government funding for the past eleven years, 
meaning that councils have to do more with less every 
year. 

As a result, the pressure falls more and more on 
council tax and business rates. Council tax is our 
main source of funding (70%), with the rest coming 
from business rates (23%) and a couple of central 
government grants. 

Another thing that is sometimes not fully appreciated 
is that most of the council’s money is spent on 
social care services that the majority of people 
don’t interact with directly – because we are lucky 
enough not to need them.  Next year, we will spend 
£59 million on Adults & Communities (e.g. residential 
& nursing care for older people, care at home for older 
people, support for disabled adults), and £37 million 
on Children & Families (e.g. child protection, children 
in care, children with special needs).  Our budget for 
‘Economy and Place’ services that most of us see on 
a day to day basis (e.g. bin collection, road 

HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 
A message from Cllr Ellie Chowns February 2021 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=291&MId=7829&Ver=4)
http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=291&MId=7829&Ver=4)
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/council-tax-1/council-tax-reduction
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/council-tax-1/council-tax-reduction
mailto:benefits@herefordshire.gov.uk


 

 

maintenance, economic development, environmental 
health) is squeezed to just £26 million.  The reason is 
that our social care obligations for vulnerable children 
and adults are statutory responsibilities – we have to 
fulfil them, by law (and of course we want to do the 
best we possibly can for those who most need our 
support).  Therefore unfortunately it’s the ‘Economy 
and Place’ services that end up bearing the brunt of 
the squeeze that is caused by ever-increasing care 
needs. 

What this all means in the end is that we have had to 
raise council tax by 4.99% this year – that’s a 1.99% 
increase in the core council tax, plus a 3% social care 
precept.  This translates into an extra £1.51 per week 
for a Band D property. I recognise that for some 
people this will be unwelcome news.  But I am also 
heartened by the fact that this was actually the most 
popular option in the public consultation we did in 
December–January.  We have listened to local 
people, who have told us that they are willing to 
pay a little bit extra to support the essential 
frontline services that the council provides.   

This ‘good neighbour’ attitude recognises that 
council tax is not a ‘price’ we pay for services we 
directly receive, like bin collection.  Most of it actually 
goes to pay for support for the wider community that 
we are all part of. In this way we can think of council 
tax as part of being a good neighbour.  And the last 
year has really shown us how important our 
neighbours are – how we all need to pull together to 
help those in our community who need support. 

In the last part of the budget meeting we considered 
several amendments put forward by opposition 
councillors, including two proposals to reduce the 
council tax increase.  Bear in mind that this year’s 
council tax increase is equivalent to £1.51 per week 
for a Band D property, so the proposals were to cut 
this across the board by either 30p (Conservatives) or 

60p (Lib Dems).  I have to say I found both these 
proposals really disappointing, because they were 
effectively proposing tax cuts that would benefit the 
most comfortably-off residents the most.  Across-the-
board cuts like this will put the most money back in 
the pockets of those with large houses, and wouldn’t 
distinguish between those with large or small 
incomes.  And yet they were wrapped up in lots of 
political rhetoric about struggling families.  As I said in 
the debate, if the proposers were really interested in 
those who are struggling, or just about managing, why 
don’t they put forward a proposal that will directly help 
those people (like we did, with the extension of council 
tax relief), rather than a proposal that will primarily 
benefit the most comfortably-off?   

In the end, the original budget proposal was passed 
by majority vote, after a marathon meeting of nearly 6 
hours.  And now the really hard part starts – actually 
making those savings, while continuing to improve all 
our services.  Doing better with less. Council staff 
have worked extraordinarily hard over the last year, 
dealing with everything thrown their way – flooding, 
Covid, and more – and now we are collectively having 
to ask even more of them.  I am incredibly grateful to 
them all for their dedication to public service.   

  

 

DR ELLIE CHOWNS 
Herefordshire Council 

 
Councillor for Bishops Frome and Cradley Ward 

Cabinet Member for Environment, Economy and Skills 
Leader of the Green Group 

Tel: 07950 714947 / 01531 670729 
Email: ellie.chowns@herefordshire.gov.uk  

https://www.facebook.com/CllrEllieChowns/  
 

mailto:ellie.chowns@herefordshire.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/CllrEllieChowns/
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To advertise contact 

Jan on 01886 880316 
Jackie on 01886 833802 

or email: 

cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com 

   Piano Tuning 
     Simon Peberdy 

   07588 533427 
     Piano technician, pianist, organist 
     www.simonpeberdymusic.com 

Malvern Computers 
 

 

Repair, maintain, install and advise 
01684 561849 or 07852 474673 

malverncomputers@talktalk.net 
www.malvern-computers.co.uk 

IT Support 

BESPOKE 
 

JOINERY—CARPENTRY 
 

Specialist in purpose made, high quality joinery, 
Built in furniture, also carpentry 

Repairs/restoration of joinery and furniture 
Sash windows refurbished 

 
Call Ian on 01905 421493 or 07941 568183 

Email: ianplante@gmail.com 
www.worcesterbespokejoinery.co.uk 

Annie Henderson  
Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, blinds, loose covers and 

home accessories made using your 

own fabric 

Alteration service both for soft 
furnishings and clothing also available 

City and Guilds qualified 

For a free quotation please contact: 

01432 820125 

annie@needleseye.me.uk 

 

 

All traditional garden services 

Design consultation 

Royal Horticultural Society trained 

Fully insured 

Full and half day slots available 

 

Mobile: 0777 3135266      

Email: aw.matthew@gmail.com 

 

Working at Height Specialists   Confined Space Contractor 
Rope Access (IRATA) Qualified   City & Guilds Certified 
 

Industrial: 

Silo clean/inspection  Confined space consultancy 

Tank clean/inspection  Confined space audits 

Roof inspection/repair Stand by rescue teams 

Gutter clean   Confined space entry 

Jet washing   Cladding repair   

 

Domestic: 

Roof repairs   Window clean  

Tree work   Jet washing   

Gutter clean 

 

For a free quote please contact Richie 

M: 07968 967 214 

E: info@severnaccess.co.uk  

W: www.severnaccess.co.uk 

mailto:cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com
http://www.simonpeberdymusic.com
mailto:malverncomputers@talktalk.net
http://www.malvern-computers.co.uk
mailto:ianplante@gmail.com
http://www.worcesterbespokejoinery.co.uk
mailto:annie@needleseye.me.uk
mailto:aw.matthew@gmail.com
mailto:info@severnaccess.co.uk
http://www.severnaccess.co.uk
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Learn to play… 
 

Saxophone, Clarinet, Flute, Trumpet/Cornet 
 

All ages welcome 
 

Contact: Baz 
01886 880985/07971 247310 

barry.strange1@btopenworld.com 

R.S.B. DECORATIONS 
Professional Painting and Decorating 

 

All aspects of Decorating undertaken 

Est. 34 years 

   01905 821453 / 07851 225277 

email:   roger.bent@btinternet.com  

All aspects of building work and property 
maintenance 

Home &Garden
    www.sos.webeden.co.uk 

01886 880256     07545 004457 

Many references available 

 

HOME 

• Alterations 

• Conversions 

• Repointing 

• Bathroom up-
grades 

• Plastering 

• Carpentry 

• Decorating 

  

GARDEN 

• Patios and Paving 

• Walling 

• Turfing 

• Timber Decking 

• Composite      
Decking 

• Jungle Clearance 

• Fencing 

 

Simon The Plasterer 

 

15 years experience 

Quick and Reliable 

No Job Too Small 

Free Quotes 

 

Telephone 01886 880399 
Mobile 07784 337364  

01886 288546 

• Interiors & Exteriors  

• Wooden flooring        
renovation 

• Granite worktop re-
pairs 

• Application of Epoxy 
floor paint for garages, 
cellars, sheds etc.                        

• Sash Windows  

• Kitchen units          
hand painted  

• End of tenancy     
freshen-up 

• Specialists in Black & 
White, Historic and 
Listed buildings 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 ‘don’t get stung’ 

 

FIXED PRICE WASP NEST 
TREATMENT 

 

TEL: 07968 982111 

 

www.oliverdakersblacksmith.co.uk 

01886 288546 

mailto:barry.strange1@btopenworld.com
mailto:roger.bent@btinternet.com
http://www.sos.webeden.co.uk
http://www.oliverdakersblacksmith.co.uk
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Northdown Curtains 
For a full installation service or self-fit  

We Make:  

 Curtains with hand-sewn headings,  

 Roman Blinds,  

 Also soft furnishings to match if required.  

We have a carefully selected range of fabric books, 

trimmings and hardware catalogues with samples 

available. 

We can supply and fit:  

 Fabrics, Poles, Curtain track,  

 Blind track (manual or  electric).  

 Made to measure Blinds by Intu and Perfect Fit to 

suit your window frame.  

Demo samples available on request.  

For friendly helpful advice or a free quote 

please contact Julie Ball on  

01531 640722  

mobile 07833 703490 

northdowncurtains@gmail.com 

 

ACCESS LIFT HIRE  

www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideal for flue lining, tree pruning, guttering, painting, aerial 
installations and internal factory works, etc. 

With working heights of up to 9.50m 
Able to fit through 2ft 6in openings 
All have current LOLER certificates 

 

With hire rates from £65 for half day call: 

Louise 07968 963359 or Chris 07710 489575 
 

info@accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 
www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 

mailto:northdowncurtains@gmail.com
http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
mailto:paadena29@gmail.com
http://www.paadena.co.uk/
mailto:paadena29@gmail.com
http/www.paadena.co.uk
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Opening Hours 

       Monday       9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m. 
       Tuesday               CLOSED 
       Wednesday  9.00 a.m. ~ 1.00 p.m. 
       Thursday     9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m.    
       Friday       1.00 p.m. ~ 6.30 p.m. 
       Saturday      8.30 a.m. ~ 12.30 p.m. 

 
Free Parking & Wheelchair Access  

Discounts for Pensioners & Children 
 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Tel: 01531 640799 
www.thebosburybarbers.co.uk 

HOME END FARM, CRADLEY 
On the A4103 near The Red Lion Inn 

 

blue-ginger      
 

                         art, craft and inspiration ideas 
coffee shop serving light lunches and homemade cakes 

www.blue-ginger.com  sue@blue-ginger.com 
bed&breakfast:  info@home-end-farm.co.uk 

tel: 01886 880240 

 

handmade contemporary silver jewellery  
inspired by prehistoric rock art  

www.silverfishdesigns.co.uk  carol@silverfishdesigns.co.uk 

 

We are closed for the Winter.  We hope to 
welcome you back in April 2021.     

Meanwhile you can browse and buy from 
our  online shop www.blue-ginger.com or 

find us on Facebook  

mi-frame picture framing 
Mi-frame is open 

—please phone for an appointment 

 

Tel: 01886 880964  :  miles@mi-frame.co.uk  

Red Kite 

Pest Control 

Combining Tradition and Innovation 

For all your local Pest Control requirements 

All INSECT,  RODENT and 

 WILDLIFE Pests 

Free Advice, free no obligation Quotations 

 

-----------------------——--ALSO-——-------------------- 

TAXIDERMY 
 

I’m interested in purchasing  
unwanted pieces of  

taxidermy 
(for private collection) 

 

Telephone Andy Staples on: 
07977 044987 / 01886 832730 

MASSAGE AND/OR WELLBEING 

COACHING 

MASSAGE for your painful  

back/shoulders/legs/arms/feet 

Plus COACHING enables you to  

help yourself when suffering from  

Chronic on-going conditions   

Relax with Aromatherapy oils  

Create a more comfortable life and feel  
more in control of your symptoms 

 
CALL NOW - FREE 30 min assessment  

FRAN DOIDGE fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk    

www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk  

01886 880100/07974 400575 

http://www.thebosburybarbers.co.uk
http://www.blue-ginger.com
mailto:sue@blue-ginger.com
mailto:info@home-end-farm.co.uk
http://www.silverfishdesigns.co.uk
mailto:carol@silverfishdesigns.co.uk
http://www.blue-ginger.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bluegingergallery
mailto:miles@mi-frame.co.uk
mailto:fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
http://www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
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Paul J. Rowe 
 

All Aspects of 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

Experienced    •   Professional 
Reliable    •   Friendly 

07815 657472 

or 01886 880310 

Pussy Cat Cattery 

 

    
Luxury Boarding Cattery in an idyllic, 
safe and calm location for cats only. 

Seville Cottage, 
Suckley, Worcester, 

WR6 5EQ 
 

www.pussycatcattery.co.uk  
 

01886 884867 
Viewings are most welcome 

www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage 

Three Counties  
Chimney Sweep 
*Trading Standards Approved* 

 

*All Chimneys and Flues Swept 
*Cowl and Pot Fitting Service 
*Stove and Liner Installations 
*Nest and Blockage Removal 
*Stack and Roof Repairs 
*Fully Insured 

 Call Ian on:                 
Tel: 01684 891005     Mob: 07403 277 436 

Your Local Accredited Chimney Sweep   
 

R K Construction 

 Extensions 
 ground works 
 general building 
 maintenance  
 landscaping works 

plus intricate brickwork projects  

City & Guilds trained with over 30 years experience 
 

Tel: 07774 239932  
Email: rkconstruction@btinternet.com 

RKH CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 
PRIVATE HIRE TAXI 

Professional   Prompt   Friendly 

Based in Cradley 

All UK Airports, Business Trips, 

Sporting Events, Parties, etc. 

Long and Local Trips 

Booking Essential 
Call Richard 07990 552531 

Email: rkhill2014@outlook.com 

Cecilia Hall Dance Centre 
07443 872188 (Text) 01684 573663 (Ans)  

ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk 
 

CLASSES FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 

Wednesdays 4.15 p.m. Ballet ages 6 & 7 years 
Fridays 2.00 p.m. Pre School Dance and Ballet 
Saturdays 9.45 a.m. Pre School Dance and Ballet 
 10.15 a.m. Tap/Modern 
 10.45 a.m. Ballet ages 4—6 years 
 11.15 a.m. Ballet ages 6 & 7 years 

MUSICAL THEATRE CLASS Tuesday 4.15 p.m. KS2 
Many other classes available:  
RAD Ballet/ISTD Tap/Modern 

Regular shows. Opportunities to be in professional shows 

http://www.pussycatcattery.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage
mailto:rkconstruction@btinternet.net
mailto:rkhill2014@outlook.com
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
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Little Growbags Children’s Nursery 

 
Hunters Moon, Bransford, WR6 5JB 

www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk 

‘Nurturing your child through play to their full potential’ 
Open 7.45 a..m. - 6.00 p.m. Monday to Friday 

From 3 months - 5 years: OFSTED registered for 37 places 
Small holiday club  :  Home cooked food 

Friendly, caring and flexible  :  Safe dropping off and parking 

Please call us on 01886 833379 

SHAUN’S TYRES, 
BATTERIES AND EXHAUSTS 

 

01684 770336 
07557 105233 

 
UNIT 1 SPRING COURT, SPRING LANE SOUTH 

MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE 
WR14 1AT 

 

30 YEARS OF RELIABLE AND EFFICIENT SERVICE 

SPORTS THERAPY MASSAGE 

 

Backache, Stiff Neck, Painful Knees, Arms or Legs? 
Don’t suffer; call and book a sports therapy massage, 

a remedial massage that can give pain relief 
to those aching muscles 

 

JULIA ADAMS – Holistic Therapist 
01886 832641/07968 726651 

Sherridge Road, Leigh Sinton 
Bowen Technique, Aromatherapy, Indian Head Massage 

and Sports Therapy Massage 

Fully Qualified Local Electrician                           
for all your Household Electrical needs. 

Also Heavily Experienced in Commercial and 
Industrial Electrics, as well as Testing. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, Mark 
Williams, for a free quote. 

 

 

Which trusted 

 www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  
mark@mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  

Tel: 07966 984893 

and offering 

home visits 

 

 

     
     

 

http://www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk
http://www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk
mailto:mark@mawilliams.co.uk
http://www.paytons.co.uk/
mailto:ask@paytons.co.uk
http://www.andysweeps.com/
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CURTAIN MAKER 
SUE BRADFORD 

 
An Experienced Seamstress 

with a sense of humour 
 

01886 833522 
07812 837936 

H & J 
Pest Control Services 

Domestic Properties and Commercial Contracts undertaken 
We treat Rats, Mice, Wasps from £30 

Hornets, Fleas, Squirrels, Flies, Moles, Bed Bugs, Rabbits, Birds, Carpet 
Moths/Beetles, Ants… 

Contact Henry Yardley:  07889 782933 

info@hjpc.co.uk                 www.hjpc.co.uk 

EXPERIENCED/ RELIABLE/AFFORDABLE/ALL PESTS TREATED 
FULLY INSURED  • BPCA/RSPH II QUALIFIED 

INSECTS/RODENTS/MOLES 

 

Bed and Breakfast at 

Larchgrove  

 

 

 

Bosbury Road 

Cradley 

WR13 5LT 
01886 880985 

www.larchgrovebb.com 

BILL JONES 
& SON 

Chimney Sweeps 
 

Clean and Efficient Service 
BRUSH AND VAC 

 

01684 568323 or 07570 988794  

 OPEN TO CUSTOMERS: 
Tuesday, Friday, Saturday   9am – 4pm          

ORDERS ONLY: Wednesday, Thursday 

www.crumptonhillfarmshop.com 

www.facebook.com/crumptonhillfarmshop  

Crumpton Hill, Storridge, 
 WR13 5HP 

 01886 880802 

 Fresh, seasonal local produce,  
local  cider, beer and wine and  
hand- made crafts. 

mailto:info@hjpc.co.uk
http://www.hjpc.co.uk
http://www.larchgrovebb.com
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
http://www.crumptonhillfarmshop.com
http://www.facebook.com/crumptonhillfarmshop
mailto:ellen@hillviewsoftfurnishings.co.uk
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In view of the current situation, resulting in the cancellation of many events in the upcoming Diary, we have not 
included the Diary. Please let us know if you are holding an event or resuming your activities and we will put them in. 

MARCH    
Fri 12 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for copy of event notices and new advertisements 

to The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley. 
Tue 16 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for articles and diary entries to The Butchery, 

Bosbury Road, Cradley. 
   A date for your 2021 DIARY: Cradley Summer Fete will be Sat 19 JUNE 2021 
Please keep your articles coming in. During the lockdown the Newsletter will be online only at cmsnewsletter.org.uk. We 
will resume the printing and delivery of the printed version as soon as circumstances allow. Please, whenever possible, 
email articles, event notices and diary entries to the editorial team at: 

cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com 

Please send all advertising bookings and enquiries to the advertising team at:  

cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com 

Documents emailed to the team should be in Word or JPEG format. 

Hard copies can be left in the Newsletter’s mailbox fixed to the wall of The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley. 

Every effort is made to verify the authenticity of statements made in the Newsletter, but neither the Editor nor anyone 
connected with its production and distribution can accept any responsibility for errors or inaccuracies, or for the opinions 
expressed within it. Neither do they guarantee or endorse the services and products advertised. 

The Cradley, Mathon & Storridge Newsletter uses personal data for the purpose of managing the Newsletter, its 
subscriptions, distribution and advertising, the contributions submitted and its finances. Data may be retained for up to 7 
years for accounts and tax purposes and for longer where required by law. If you would like to find out more about how we 
use your personal data or want to see a copy of the information about you that we hold please contact the Newsletter team 
on cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com. 

Editorial Team:  Robert Colledge, Antonia Musgrove, Ian Thompson 

The editor of April issue will be Ian Thompson 

Compilation Team: Barbara Davies, Pauline Diplock, Jackie White   

THREE VILLAGES DIARY OF EVENTS for 2021 

https://www.cmsnewsletter.org.uk/
mailto:cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com
mailto:cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com
mailto:cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com
http://www.cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:wynneharries@gmai;.com
http://www.wykehamgardens.com


D & G DRAINAGE 

& GROUNDWORKS 

All aspects of drainage installations and repairs 
Drain cleaning and unblocking 

Blocked drains, toilets, sinks, baths, showers 
CCTV Camera Inspections and surveys 

 

Contact Daniel Lowndes for free quotation! 

Tel: 01684 561338; or Mobile: 07875 394571 
E-mail: dan@fixmydrains.co.uk 

www.fixmydrains.co.uk 

HUNABAN HEATING LTD 
 

Heating Engineers               
 

 
Central heating installations. 
Oil and gas boilers installed, 

serviced and repaired. 
 

Solar panels supplied and installed. 
 

Aga and Rayburn cookers  
serviced and repaired. 

 
Power flushing and upgrading 

of heating systems. 
 

The Uplands, Westfields, Cradley, 
Nr Malvern, Worcs. WR13 5HZ 

Tel/Fax 01886 880260 
Mobile 07771 998238 

hunabanheating@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEREFORD  01432 267151 

www.steelshereford.com 

Providing transport for the local 
community 

LEDBURY RING & RIDE  
 AND COMMUNITY BUSES 

Do you have transport difficulties? 
 

Ledbury District Ring & Ride is a voluntary car 
scheme for ALL ages and abilities covering Ledbury 
and its surrounding villages which can be used for 

you to get to: 

 Medical appointments - Shopping -  
Hairdresser appointments -  
Social and family visits.......  

or any other place you may wish to go.  

Call us on 01531 635503 between 9.30 am and 
12.30 pm Monday to Friday to book your ride. 

Minibuses available for community group activities. 

Please phone to chat about your needs. 

A charge is made to help towards the cost of  
operating our service.  

mailto:ianjones1963ij@gmail.com
mailto:dan@fixmydrains.co.uk
http://www.fixmydrains.co.uk
mailto:hunabanheating@btinternet.com
http://www.steelshereford.com
http://www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk/
mailto:reception@ajopticians.co.uk
http://www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk/


 

http://malvernhillsbandb.uk/  

 

Please phone  

Pauline or Stuart  
Diplock  
to book 

01886 880078  

 

BED &  
BREAKFAST  

at 

QUEENSWOOD 
CRADLEY 

 

A Malvern-based business. 

All aspects of groundworks undertaken. 

Foundations up to DPC 
Civil Engineering, Excavations 

Drainage, Concreting 
Hard Landscaping 

Contact us on 

01684 301765| 07977 141734 

davidmaundpowell@aol.com 

drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk           

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 • Plumbing 
• Bathrooms 
• Kitchens 

• Tiling 
• Maintenance 
• General Building 

Work 

Friendly, Honest and Reliable 
Service.  

 

Call Tim Diplock on  
07930 500955 / 01886 880078 

 timdiplock@gmail.com 

http://malvernhillsbandb.uk/
mailto:davidmaundpowell@aol.com
http://www.drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk
http://www.acertreeservices.com/
mailto:joe.brandt@btconnect.com
mailto:Joe.brandt@btinternet.com
http://www.acertreeservices.com/
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