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HADLEY & SONS, RUNDLEMEAD, MATHON 
    Tel: 01886 880524, or Mobile: 07976 515271 
 *  Forestry and fencing contractors                    *  Landscape gardeners 

 *  Haulage and mechanical excavation              *  Tree advisory service 

 *  Round timber purchased                     *  Tree surgery specialists 

 *  Firewood logs for sale 

Simon Thompson 
Locksmith 

Local trustworthy service by  
retired police officer. 

Doors opened, new locks fitted 
Upvc doors repaired, free security reviews 

Fixed prices and all work guaranteed. 
 

Please call 01886 880956 or 07957 109003 
www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk 

 

 

KEVIN ROBERTS 
 

 

DOMESTIC PLUMBING 
BATHROOMS 
CENTRAL HEATING 
TAPS AND WASHERS 
OIL BOILER SERVICES 
OFTEC REGISTERED 
UNVENTED REGISTERED 

 

TELEPHONE: 01886 880384   MOBILE: 07976 879719 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

 

 

F. W. SPILSBURY 
GEORGIA A. SPILSBURY  

Malvern's longest established  
Independent Funeral Director 

24-hour service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

12 Upper Howsell Road, Malvern, WR14 1TL 

Tel. 01684 892777 

 www.fwspilsbury.co.uk 

fwspilsbury@gmail.com 

P .  W .  &  L .  J .  H O D G K I S S  

T H E  B U T C H E R Y  

We stock a wide range of groceries 

Local fresh fruit and vegetables 

Fresh milk and bread daily, and much 

more 

 

Open Tuesdays to Fridays:  

9.00 a.m. til 4.00 p.m. 

Saturdays: 900 a.m. til 2.00 p.m. 

The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley,  
Worcestershire, WR13 5LT 

Telephone: 01886 880221   :    cradleybutchers.co.uk 

http://www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk
http://www.fwspilsbury.co.uk
mailto:fwspilsbury@gmail.com
http://www.whitehousevets.com/online-booking/
http://www.whitehousevets.com/pet-club/
http://www.designer-creations.co.uk/
http://www.designer-creations.co.uk/
http://cradleybutchers.co.uk
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£8.00 for 12 issues (or £1.00 per copy) FEBRUARY 2021 

 KEEPING THE LIGHTS ON 

This year our custom at The Rectory of keeping the Christmas lights up until the spring seems to have caught on 
everywhere. Radio 4 even tells us this year that everyone used to do it in the Middle Ages. This year, more than 
any other in recent times, we might want something to lift the spirits. 

February sees the first real signs of what's been looked for throughout December and January - the increase of 
light, the first flowering bulbs, the first blades of the Easter daffodils. The middle of the month - St. Valentine's - 
will see a review of the extreme measures we're currently taking to combat coronavirus.  By the end of the month, 
all being well, the delivery of the promised vaccines will be well advanced, and the prospect of deliverance from 
the darkness under which we've lived should be very real.  

In the meantime, we're all encouraged to play our part in making sure that time will come.  So the churches of the 
benefice continue to offer their worship and witness as safely as we can, through the miracles of modern 
technology, 'online' and on the telephone, to as many people as possible. The church buildings at Cradley and 
Mathon remain open during daylight hours just for private prayer, and we ask everyone to continue to cooperate 
with the safety measures at the doors and inside.  

February 17 is Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent - in Old English, the first day of spring, and in Christian 
terms, the start of the journey towards Easter. Whilst we have been unable to plan the Lent Lunches or weekly 
talks we've often organised in the past, the rhythm of the seasons continues in the calendar usually provided on 
the second page of the Newsletter. Thrown back on our own resources, I'm hoping as we go through Lent to invite 
those who'd like to join me in a rather unorthodox exploration of some seasonal themes, in preparation for Easter. 
Please keep an eye on our parish notice boards, websites and other usual channels- and KEEP ON KEEPING 
ON!  

Be gentle with one another, and be kind. 

 

REVD ROBERT WARD 
Rector 
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Church Services in February 2021 

*We anticipate that services throughout February will continue to be available at 10.45 
a.m. on Sundays and 6.30 p.m. on Wednesdays, online and by telephone only, due to 
government advice on the prevalence and communicability of the current strain of 
coronavirus. The situation will be kept under review in the hope of an improvement in 
circumstances before the end of the month. Any changes will be notified, as ever, on 
our websites, in our weekly e-news (available free by e-mail to those who would like it), 
and on our church notice boards.  R.W. 

FIRST SUNDAY  
February 7 
2nd before Lent 10.45 a.m. Holy Communion   Live Streamed 
(B.C.P. Sexagesima) 

Wednesday 10 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer Live Streamed 
(Scholastica, sister of St. Benedict) 

SECOND SUNDAY  
February 14 
Sunday next before Lent10.45 a.m. Morning Prayer  Live Streamed 
(Quinquagesima) 

ASH WEDNESDAY  
Wednesday 17  6.30 p.m. A Service for the Beginning of Lent Live Streamed  

THIRD SUNDAY  
February 21   
First Sunday of Lent 10.45 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) Live Streamed  

Wednesday 24  6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer Live Streamed 

FOURTH SUNDAY  
February 28  
2nd Sunday of Lent 10.45 a.m. Morning Service  Live Streamed 

Church Services March 2021 

Wednesday 3 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer  Live Streamed 

FIRST SUNDAY  
March 7  
3rd Sunday of Lent 10.45 a.m. Holy Communion  Live Streamed 

Edition Editors: Ian Thompson, telephone 07712 527224 

Rector:  The Revd Robert Ward, telephone 01886 880438 

Treasurer:  Robert Colledge, telephone 01886 880782 

Advertising: Jan Dampney, telephone 01886 880316 

   Jackie White, telephone 01886 833802 

Cover photo this month taken by Jan Dampney 
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CRADLEY MOWERS 

Every year a team of around 30 mowers take it in 
turns to mow the grass at the front of the church 
throughout the summer season ensuring that it always 
looks immaculate, particularly for weddings, funerals 
and village events including the Christingle service 
held on Christmas Eve. Many visitors to the church, 
as they walk through the lychgate, comment on the 
beauty of the churchyard, and the Parochial Church 
Council would like to say a heartfelt thank you to all 
those on the rota and to say how much their hard 
work is appreciated.  

For further information please contact Tony on 
07976 969537 

JM 

MATHON CHURCH MATTERS 

Due to Covid regulations it was not possible to 
celebrate Christmas with our usual service of Carols 
by Candlelight.  However a group of 30 adults and 
children gathered in the churchyard on the Sunday 
before Christmas and enjoyed a short service of 
readings and carols by torchlight. 

Now we are in 2021 and, yet again, it is not possible 
to hold services due to Covid regulations. People may 
enter the church for private worship, but must adhere 
to the virus regulations. 

Services will continue to be live streamed at 10.45 
a.m. on Sundays and 6.30 p.m. on Wednesdays.  The 
situation will be reviewed on 15th February to 
determine whether churches can re-open for services. 

SP 
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We are experiencing a high level of calls and emails 
about vaccinations. We currently cannot answer 
questions about when you will receive your COVID 
vaccination as we don’t have all the information yet 
either. 

THINGS WE KNOW: 

• We have joined together with the other surgeries in 
the area (the East Primary Care Network or PCN) 
and have so far managed to run two full weeks of 
vaccinations for our combined over 80’s 
populations and care home residents . We only get 
sent a specific amount of vaccine. We get it sent to 
us at short notice and do our very best to call 
patients to book them in. There has not been 
enough delivered to date for all over 80’s patient or 
all patients in care/residential homes. 

• To date we have vaccinated 2000+ patients and 
we as a county (Herefordshire) have the highest 
number of vaccines given in one county throughout 
the country (there are 3 other PCN’s also 
vaccinating) We are trying our best to get more 
vaccine but this in turn is a huge pressure on the 
organisation required to set up, staff and run these 
clinics as well as still running our general practice 
functions without additional staffing. 

• There is only a specific amount of vaccine 
becoming available each week and it is only right 
that all areas receive some. It would be wrong to 
prioritise areas, everyone needs it! 

• To date we have opted to run weekend clinics and 
additional clinics in the week at very short notice 
but unfortunately we have then not been allocated 
the vaccines to do this. We hope this will change 
as the vaccine type changes. Organising these 
clinics places a huge pressure of time and 
resource on all practices. We want to vaccinate 
everyone and all of us have been working 
evenings and weekends to try and organise this on 
behalf of the patient population. The central 
booking system and sites are not currently 
available in our area. 

• The housebound patients who cannot come to a 
surgery clinic or are not living in a care home are 
going to be vaccinated by a roving team. They’re 
all ready to go but the Pfizer vaccine cannot be 
carried out to individual homes and so we are 
reliant on the Astra Zeneca vaccine starting to 
make its way into the supply chain. We don’t have 
any influence on this currently. 

• We all want to do this for all of our patients, staff 
and families 

THINGS WE DON’T KNOW: 

• When we will get any vaccines. 

• When we will get all of our first two cohorts 
vaccinated (that depends on point 1 above). 

• If the clinic will stay in Ledbury or if a change in 
vaccine will mean we have to change the process 
again. 

• If we will have to run two different models side by 
side whilst also keeping the practice open. 

• Whether there are enough staff available to cover 
all of the admin and clinical needs to do all of the 
above. If we go to a 7 day a week model this will 
overwhelm the whole structure very very quickly 
and will impact all – we don’t know that this will 
become a necessity at this point. 

• If the roll-out of vaccines will start to become more 
efficient and more reliable. It’s a mammoth task 
and it’s amazing what has already been achieved. 

• We have never recorded people’s occupation on 
their medical record so please don’t be surprised 
that we don’t know you are a dental hygienist. 
Please follow any instructions you’re given when 
enquiring. 

THINGS THAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP: 

Please only call the surgery if you need to. 

• Please don’t call about the vaccines.  We are 
calling patients and sending letters to invite them 
so please wait for that. 

• If you are a healthcare worker/key worker please 
send us written proof by email from your employer 
outlining this. We will then code your record and 
invite you when we have available vaccines and in 
the order of the cohorts we have been asked to 
vaccinate. 

• Please offer to volunteer as a marshal or anything 
at the clinics - the more the merrier. There is a 
process you need to go through to get appointed 
but we can get all that Information to you. 

• Please bear with us. We understand this is a 
worrying and trying time for all. We all have 
families too and we understand. We are juggling 
lock down with work, home-schooling, caring for 
elderly relatives etc. etc., just like you so please 
don’t shout at the receptionists, dispensary team, 
nursing team or doctors. They are human and we 

CRADLEY SURGERY NEWSLETTER 
 

Dr Patsy Dye 
Dr Chris Spruce 

 

COVID VACCINATIONS: 
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have unfortunately seen a rise in the verbal abuse 
they are receiving. They understand that you are 
anxious, worried, etc. but please don’t forget, so 
are they and they are just trying to do their jobs 
and help you to the best of their ability 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT DURING THIS 
DIFFICULT TIME FOR ALL: 

We have had some amazing feedback and biscuits
( always welcome) about the clinics and this warms 
our hearts as we are all trying so hard to get this right 
for as many people as possible We have amazing 
patients and relatives and carers who have been so 
appreciative of the effort made by all . It makes it all 
worthwhile when we get a smile and a thank you! 

We don’t know if we have the stamina to maintain this 

but we do know that we want to and that we are trying 

to do our best to support everyone, including each 

other 

JUDE LEE 
Reception Supervisor 

 

EVERGREEN CATCH-UP 

Well, another month has flashed by and we’re still in 
lockdown! Hope you’re all coping well and keeping 
busy. Trying to keep brain and body in good working 
order I’m doing word searches in record time and 
getting so much better at crosswords. I’m even getting 
into puzzles. I do love Pointless and The Chase but 
I’m afraid University Challenge is just a bit too difficult. 
House of Games tests your lateral thinking! Question 
of Sport is fun, Countdown is testing but Escape to the 
Country and A Place in the Sun do make you feel 
good. 

Anyway the vaccine’s on its way...Hooray! Have you 
had yours? We are waiting patiently for ours. Who 
would believe we’re getting excited about someone 
sticking a needle into our arms? 

We must all keep positive about the future and look 
forward to better and brighter times. Spring is on the 
way, I’ve seen a daffodil in full bloom and the 
snowdrops are almost fully open so good signs! 

Take care everyone, keep safe my dear friends and 
hopefully we shall all meet at Evergreen very soon. 

A little thought to ponder on – “The two most 
important days in your life are the day you were born 
and the day you find out why.” 

Speak soon. 

CHRIS ORFORD 
Club leader 01886 880387 

http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk/
http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk/
http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk/
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I would like to introduce one of this area’s newest 
arrivals. Our latest guide dog puppy came to live with 
us when he was 7 weeks old, just before Christmas. I 
had sponsored this gorgeous golden retriever puppy 
through the “Name a puppy“ scheme so I had the 
privilege of naming him. I chose to call him Cradley, 
partly because I thought it would be a good name for 
a guide dog, and partly because, when I tell people 
where I live, I usually say “near Cradley”. 

We are volunteer guide dog puppy raisers, which 
means that we look after the pups (one at a time!) 
from when they are 7 weeks old until they are about 
14 months old. During this time, we aim to raise them 
to be calm and confident, well socialised and perfectly 
behaved in all situations. All the guide dog training is 
done by positive reinforcement. The dogs have lots of 
time to play and they have free runs regularly. We 
have to teach them all their basic commands, how to 
behave in different situations and also to teach them 
to walk on the left at a steady pace without stopping to 
sniff. As you can imagine, this training takes a long 
time because when they arrive, they know next to 
nothing. They are very playful, sometimes wilful, non-
stop chewing, high octane bundles of fun. During their 
first year they change gradually, month by month as 
they grow and learn until they metamorphose into 
sensible, well behaved dogs.  

At this point they leave us, and go to one of the 
guide dog training centres to be taught the art of 
guiding by professionals. The training programme is 

then in two stages. The basic stage covers aspects 
such as learning to wear the harness, guiding their 
owner round obstacles and crossing roads safely. If 
the dogs reach the required standard at the end of this 
phase, they proceed to the second stage which is the 
advanced level. This part concentrates more on 
mobility and at the end of it, if the dogs pass the 
required tests, they are matched with a person who 
has sight loss and who has been assessed by the 
Guide Dog Association for suitability in aspects such 
as being able to look after the dog. The dog and the 
new owner then train together until they are a 
proficient working partnership. They continue to be 
supported by Guide Dog Association staff for the rest 
of their time together and the guide dog will be 
supported for the rest of its life whether it stays with its 
owner when it retires or if it is rehomed with an 
approved family. 

People often ask me how we can bear to say 
goodbye to the puppies at the end of their year with 
us. Some people have even said that we must be very 
hard-hearted to raise a puppy knowing that we can’t 
keep it. I tell them that we do feel extremely sad when 
the puppies leave us because they become part of our 
family and we do love them. We have been known to 
shed a tear when they go. However, our loss is 
nothing compared to that of a person having sight 
loss. We know from talking to local guide dog owners 
what a huge difference the dogs make to their lives, 
how they give independence, mobility and 
companionship, and how very highly the dogs are 
valued and loved. The dogs really are life changers. In 
some cases, the guide dogs have even saved their 
owner’s life. For example, by pulling them back from 
crossing the road when a silent electric car was 
coming or pulling them out of the way of a very fast 
cyclist. 

Being a guide dog is a very demanding role requiring 
amongst other things, a high level of intelligence, 
fitness and a willingness to please. The standards 
have to be extremely high because the owners will 
have to trust them with their lives, so it is not 
surprising that not all of the puppies qualify. About 
30% are withdrawn for various reasons including 
health problems or unsuitable behaviour, which could 
be quite mild such as sniffing while walking, trying to 
eat discarded food on pavements or being distracted 
by squirrels. 

We enjoy raising the puppies and learn a lot in the 
process. The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association 
provides a huge amount of advice and support, and 
we also have the wealth of experience of the guide 
dog community to draw on. However, this time, the 
puppy raising experience will be very different 
because of Covid 19. Previously, there were special 
guide dog puppy classes but currently these are 
cancelled and, due to health and safety reasons, we 
are not allowed to take the puppies into shops or 
supermarkets or onto public transport. Café’s etc are 
closed and we have to be socially distanced when 
meeting people so we have very few opportunities to 
socialise the puppies or to teach them about the types 

A GUIDE DOG PUPPY CALLED CRADLEY 

Cradley at six weeks 
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of places they will need to guide their owner round 
and what will be expected of them. All these aspects 
will impact on the training and we hope that the 
current puppies will be able to learn enough about 
their role to enable them to become guide dogs. The 
breeding programme was suspended last March and 
started again only in August so there is a shortage of 
puppies in training now. Even before Covid 19, the 
“supply” of guide dogs fell far short of “demand” 
because of funding limitations, with waiting times of at 
least a year. Obviously, the problem is going to get a 
lot more severe over the coming months. 

In common with most charities, the Guide Dogs for 
the Blind Association has had an extremely tough 
year. Most of our fundraising activities had to stop and 
donations have plummeted. If you would like to 
donate to our local Ledbury and Malvern Branch you 
can do so via our just giving page: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
guidedogsmalvernledbury 

We are grateful for every penny. If would like to know 
more about Guide Dogs for the Blind Association, our 
local group has Face book pages (Guide Dogs 
Ledbury and Malvern) and the National web site is at 
www.Guidedogs.org.uk. 

The Guide Dogs charity is supported by an army of 
volunteers. There are all sorts of roles and people can 
give whatever time they like, from just a few hours 
very occasionally when they choose, though to much 
more involvement. I have not had room in this article 
to tell you very much about the work of the Guide 
Dogs Association so if you are interested in the work  
of the charity or might even like to be a volunteer, do 
please look at the web sites. Although most of our 
activities have had to be suspended, we can offer to 
give talks to groups and societies on Zoom. Later in 
the year, optimistically, we will be able to resume all of 
our usual activities, including face to face talks. 

Hopefully Cradley will grow up to join the ranks of the 
wonderful guide dogs, and change the life of a person 
with sight loss. If you see me out walking him (golden 
retriever puppy on a blue lead with a yellow guide dog 
flash on it) do say ”Hello”, or stop for a socially 
distanced chat. I will write some Newsletter updates 
on his progress through this year and beyond. 

 

JEAN EMBERLIN 

 

CRADLEY AND STORRIDGE 
PARISH COUNCIL 

The council met on January 12th for the first time since 
November.  It was a busy meeting. 

The precept (the amount that is included in council 
tax bills to pay for services provided by the parish 
council) will be unchanged for the next financial year 
beginning in April.  

We did get some very helpful ideas following our call 
for ideas on how to improve the parish environment.  
These ideas included improvements to walking routes 
through the area, supporting village events such as a 
summer fair and creating more community gardens.  
Do you have any thoughts on how we could make 
Cradley and Storridge a more attractive place to live 
or visit?  Please let us know – you can contact the 
clerk through the details below. 

We have had some wonderful people step forward 
and offer to help with emptying the dog waste bins in 
the parish that have been closed since the start of the 
coronavirus epidemic.  This should allow us to open 
some of the bins soon – we’ll let you know which ones 
shortly.  We could still do with more volunteers, so if 
this is something you could help with, please contact 
the clerk. 

The flooding on the main road through Cradley has 
been there for far too long, but we recently saw some 
action by the Highways team at Herefordshire to clear 
out the drains and hopefully improve the water flow.  
Our county councillor Ellie Chowns, and the Parish 
Council will do our best to keep this at the top of 
Herefordshire’s list for action to get a long-term 
solution to the problem. 

The next meeting of the parish council will be at 7.00 
p.m. on February 9th.  We’re still meeting virtually 
using Zoom.  Why not come along and tell the council 
what is important to you – every meeting includes a 
public forum, and you don’t even need to leave your 
home on a cold and dark evening to attend!  The 
meeting details, including the link to join the meeting 
are posted on our website at 
cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk and on the council 
noticeboards three days before each meeting. 

Stay safe! 

PHIL STRIPLIN 
clerk@cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

07591 299749 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/guidedogsmalvernledbury
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/guidedogsmalvernledbury
http://www.cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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A message from Mrs Jones: 

Here we go again! The beginning of term did not start 
as we planned as we were plunged into another 
national lockdown. We had to change our plans at 
very short notice and prepare for home learning and 
opening the school to the children of critical workers 
and vulnerable children. Everyone rallied round and 
made this happen. I am extremely proud of the 
children and how they have engaged with home 
learning this week and how they have adapted to new 
routines both inside and outside of school. Children 
have shown just how resilient they can be and with 
the support of parents they will come out of this with 
many great qualities. We know everyone's 
circumstances are different and some will find this 
time more difficult than others and we are here to 
support children and families where we can. We have 
given out resources, loaned out iPads and laptops, 
given technical support and free school meals 
vouchers. Thank you to all the staff for making this 
happen. 

Take care and stay safe everyone.  

God Bless  

MRS JONES 
 

PE Challenge:  

As part of our home learning we have started a 
challenge to get active in lockdown at Cradley. Each 
day, throughout the week, there is a different activity 
set to work different muscles. In addition to this, KS1 
have been challenged to be active for at least 30 
minutes a day and 60 minutes a day for KS2 - this 
could be walking the dog, bouncing on the trampoline 
or even helping adults with the vacuuming! Every full 
2 weeks the challenge is completed a little reward will 
be earned. There are also some participation rewards 
too. This is to support children in getting the NHS 
recommended 60 minutes of activity each day, 
including working different muscle groups.   

Perhaps everyone else could have a go too!! 

CRADLEY SCHOOL 
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Dear All, 

Well – it’s not been the start to the New Year that we 
had hoped for, has it?  I imagine that for many of us 
this current lockdown may be even harder than the 
challenges we faced last year.  January is often a 
challenging time of year anyway, being cold and 
dark... I really hope that everyone reading this has 
what they need to keep warm and well.  Please do let 
me know if you’re aware of anyone who needs some 
extra support, and I will do all I can to connect them 
with people who can help (my contact details are 
below). 

I was actually planning to deliver a New Year 
postcard to everyone – but lockdown #3 hit before that 
was possible, so I’ve asked the Newsletter editor to 
kindly publish it instead. I hope you find the phone 
numbers and links helpful.  I hope to be back knocking 
on your door, saying hello and delivering newsletters 
as soon as possible when restrictions are lifted! 

In the meantime I thought I’d write a slightly different 
sort of column this month, given that it’s traditionally 
the time for New Year resolutions! In general I’m not a 
big fan of over-ambitious goals to be ‘good’ that make 
me feel guilty when I inevitably fail, but I confess I 
have started Couch to 5k (again!), am doing Dry 
January, and have renewed my Giving What We Can 
pledge… 

I’ve also been trying a new sort of resolution, based 
on the idea of CLANGERS – no, not the 1970s kids 
TV characters, but the NHS acronym for the key ‘ways 
to wellbeing’. It stands for: Connect, Learn, be Active, 
Notice, Give back, Eat well, Relax, and Sleep.  I try to 
do something small under at least one of these 
headings every day. I highly recommend it! 

I’ve got some council-related New Year resolutions 
too.  (In fact, I’ve got task lists as long as your 
arm!)  My absolute top priority this year in terms of 
ward work is to make progress on road safety.  I’m 
determined to get more action to deal with Cradley’s 
flooding issues where a camera survey of the 
drainage line is planned.  I’m also working on traffic 
calming in key sites including Munderfield and Fromes 
Hill.  And I’ve got lots of other things on my high-
priority list too, including drainage, potholes, and 
planning issues – if one of these is affecting you, I 
promise you I am on the case! 

For the council as a whole – well, 2020 was quite 
challenging, and 2021 is unfortunately looking pretty 
similar so far.  We’re facing serious financial 
pressures, and the light at the end of the Covid tunnel 
is still quite a way off. But on the plus side we’ve 
made some real progress in 2020, including on really 
practical things like providing more community 
support, help for struggling families, reducing 
homelessness, and pothole-fixing.  We’ve also taken 

HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 
A message from Cllr Ellie Chowns 
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some important strategic decisions, setting the 
council’s direction for the future. 

One of the things I am most excited about is our 
decision to start building council houses for the first 
time in a generation in Herefordshire.  Our county has 
a really big housing affordability problem – houses 
cost 9.3 times the average wage here, which is the 
worst ratio in the whole of the West Midlands. No 
wonder many of our young people leave… So we are 
going to tackle this directly by building net-zero-
carbon affordable homes. It’s the best possible time to 
do this – the market has failed to fix the problem, 
public sector borrowing costs are at a historic low so 
the finances add up – AND we will be creating jobs as 
well as high-quality homes!  The first site will be at 
Merton Meadow in Hereford, and we aim to build 2500 
homes county-wide in the next ten years. 

Another big decision we’ve made is to adopt a future
-focused transport policy.  The old administration 
wanted to spend £200 million on building a bypass to 
the west of Hereford – destroying a swathe of 
precious landscape in the process. But we’ve 
reviewed all the data and found that a) only 7% of 
journeys in Hereford are through traffic – most of it is 
internal to the city so a bypass won’t help; and b) we 
can get the same degree of congestion reduction as a 
bypass would provide (14%) at a fraction of the cost 
(£57 million), by investing properly in walking, cycling 
and buses.  It’s obvious that sustainable travel is by 

far the best value for money – and it can also be done 
immediately, rather than taking 10 years. We’ve 
already got new cycle paths in the pipeline. 

In my portfolio, Environment, Economy and Skills, 
my top priorities this year are: 1) to catalyse new 
climate action countywide, including through a new 
housing retrofit programme to tackle emissions and 
fuel poverty at the same time; 2) to help businesses 
bounce back from Covid; and 3) to help young people 
in particular get the skills they need to succeed in life, 
through things like the Kickstart jobs programme, new 
apprenticeships, and the new Youth Opportunities 
Hub we’ll be opening soon. 

It’s an incredibly challenging time to be involved in 
local politics – so much to do, such limited resources 
– but the council is full of committed and hard-working 
people – officers and councillors alike – trying to do 
their very best despite everything the times throw at 
us all – flooding, Covid, Avian flu, etc. If we 
sometimes don’t quite succeed, please do tell us so 
that we can try to do better. (And if we do succeed, 
please tell us that too!) 

I wish you, your families and friends all the VERY 
best for 2021. Let’s all hang on in there a little bit 
longer, together, being kind to ourselves and others. 
The vaccines mean there is light at the end of the 
tunnel - but we have to grit our teeth, wash our hands, 
wear our masks and keep our distance for a little while 
longer still. 

mailto:talkcommunityhelpline@herefordshire.gov.uk
mailto:ellie.chowns@herefordshire.gov.uk
http://www.facebook.com/CllrEllieChowns
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-it
http://www.wisherefordshire.org/communitysupport
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IF TOMMY COOPER WERE  
ALIVE TODAY 

I met this bloke with a didgeridoo 
and he was playing Dancing 
Queen on it. I thought “That’s 
aboriginal.” 

This lorry full of tortoises collided 
with a van full of terrapins. It was a 
turtle disaster. 

I told my girlfriend I had a job in a bowling alley. She 
said “Tenpin?” I said “No, permanent.” 

I went in to a pet shop. I said “Can I buy a goldfish?” 
The guy said “Do you want an aquarium?” I said “I 
don’t care what star sign it is.” 

I bought some Armageddon cheese today and it said 
on the end of the packet “Best before end.” 

I went to buy a watch and the man in the shop said 
“Analogue?” I said “No, just a watch.” 

CONTRIBUTED BY CHRIS ORFORD 

 

STORRIDGE VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

The winners of the January 100 Club draw were: 

First  Paul Scully 
Second Sarah Bayston 
Third  Jenny Cook 
Fourth Barbara Keel 

We are approaching the end of the 2020/2021 draw 
and I have sent out invitations to renew to our existing 
members. I am very grateful for the responses I have 
received so far. If you would like to buy a ticket for the 
2021/2022 100 Club you can visit our website 
storridgevillagehall.com or contact me and I will either 
email or post an expression of interest form. If existing 
members wish to purchase additional tickets please 
contact me. 

At present the hall is closed due to Covid restrictions, 
but when we are able to open the hall properly the 
committee has a number of projects it would like to 
implement for which it will need to raise funds. The 
100 Club will distribute 50% of the annual sum 
through 12 draws, with the other 50% going towards 
planned improvements. 

In brief, shares will be offered at £1.00 each, £12 per 
year (payable at the beginning of the year). The more 
shares sold, the greater the monthly payout and the 
more money we will be able to spend on the hall. 
There will be three or four prizes each month (to be 
confirmed when the number of participants is known). 

When the required number of shares are pledged, 
details of the 100 Club terms and conditions and 
payment details will be circulated – cheque or BACs 
payments; we are not accepting cash.  

The draws take place on the third Tuesday of the 
month (the date of our committee meetings). The 
monthly winners will be notified by phone, email or 
letter, and the results will be posted on the website. 

The Annual General Meeting of Storridge Village Hall 
should take place on Tuesday, 16 March. It is unlikely 
that such a meeting will take place in public so we will 
be considering digital options. 

We are always looking for people to join the 
Storridge Village Hall Committee so if you are 
interested please contact me. 

JACKIE WHITE 
Secretary 

jackie.white@hotmail.co.uk 
01886 833802 

http://www.storridgevillagehall.com
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EXCERPTS FROM PARISH 
MAGAZINES 

CRADLEY PARISH MAGAZINE - MARCH 1897 

CRADLEY 

Lent Services: Ash Wednesday this year falls 
upon March 3rd and with it begins the solemn season 
of Lent. There will be a Special Service each week on 
Thursdays at 7.30pm, with Sermon. 

Mar.3 … Ash Wednesday, Preacher The Rector. 
11 … Thursday, Preacher, Rev F.A.G. Eykbaum, 
    St Edwards Orphanage. 
18 … “ Preacher, Rev Humfrey Davis,  
    Vicar of Storridge. 
25 … “ Preacher, Rev R Powell,  
    Rector of Withington. 
Apr. 1 … “ Preacher, Rev T. Matthews,  
    Rector of Castle Frome 
8 … “ Preacher, Rev J.H. Brierley,  
    Rector of Whitbourne 

Coal Club;   Payments of the above will be received 
at the Rectory room at 3.30pm on the last Monday in 
March and on the last Monday in the months which 
follow at the same time and place, if it is found by the 
number who make use of it that the Club is needed.  
Those who wish to join should make a point of 
entering on Monday, March 29th.   

The Parish Schools: Miss Woodbridge, having 
resigned her post as Assistant Mistress of the girls’ 
Schools, the Managers presented her with a Russian 
leather travelling writing case as a mark of their 
appreciation of her services and the teachers and 
scholars with a gold bracelet in token of their regard 
and esteem.   

Miss Catherine Clews has been appointed by the 
Managers monistress in her place.   

The necessity of closing our Schools previous to 
Christmas went so much against the progress of the 
children at a very important period of the School year 
that we hope parents will endeavour to further their 
interest by being additionally careful that they attend 
regularly now. 

Baptisms:  
Jan 24 Albert William, son of Alfred James and  
  Alice Herbert  
31 Rose May, daughter of John and Edith  
  Thomas 
Feb 18 Olive, daughter of Job and Helen Nottley. 

Burials:  
Feb 1 Harriet Lees, aged 23. 

CONTRIBUTED BY JOAN PROSSER 
Member of Heritage Group 

CRADLEY CHURCH 100 CLUB 

The 100 Club has been operating for four years in 
April, and we now have 150 Shares sold. 

Our opportunities for fundraising are extremely 
limited at the moment, but we still have ongoing 
expenses to maintain a Church presence in the village 
including our commitment of £30,000 to be paid as 
our share to the diocese. 

We therefore intend to relaunch as the 200 CLUB. 

Same format will apply i.e.  £1.00 per share per 
month with 50% paid out as prize money. 

If you would like to help reach our target of 200 
shares sold by April ,by joining or buying more shares  
please  contact Ian Bailey on 01886 884682 or email  
ianbailey@hotmail.co.uk 

Alternately an application form can be downloaded 
from cradleychurch.org.uk 

December winners were:   
1st S Bailey.   
2nd E Gilbert  
3rd A Freeman. 

January winners were:     
1st E Gilbert  
2nd J Edgar  
3rd T Wykes 

IAN BAILEY 

http:www.cradleychurch.org.uk
http://www.cradleychurch.org.uk
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PCSO – Police  
PCSO Nick Ashby had reported “no crime” in Mathon, 
but asked the Clerk to draw the public’s attention to an 
increase in “bogus” telephone scams targeting the 
elderly and vulnerable. 

Malvern Hills Trust 
David Baldwin reported that, as with most 
organisations, MHT had to adjust to a new way of 
operating. At the last Board Meeting Mick Davies and 
Sarah Rouse were respectively re-elected unopposed 
as Chair and Vice-Chair. David was a member of the 
Land Management, Staffing, and the Recreation & 
Advisory Panel. Dialogue was continuing with the 
Charity Commission regarding the Trust’s Governing 
Acts. Ash dieback had established itself on Trust land 
with many trees in poor condition, some in a 
dangerous state which would lead to them being felled 
before they became unstable. The Accounts of the 
Trust had been presented and were in a healthy 
condition. Some of the income generated had been 
from increased parking during the summer months. 
During the Christmas period the charges showed a 
50% increase. Work on Land Management continues. 
Some of the projects recently completed or currently 
ongoing included structural work on the British Camp 
ramparts, major pond restoration at Castlemoreton, 
hedge laying, Manor House improvements, restoration 
of access paths from Gardners to Thirds Wood and an 
update in Interpretation Boards. Major expenditure 
included purchasing new staff vehicle, a cut & collect 
machine and power tools. The most expensive project 
would be a new sewerage system for the British 
Camp toilets. 
 

Footpaths 
Cllr Kate Perkins agreed to take over from Mrs Sam 
James as the Council’s Footpath Officer.  

Parish Hall 
Cllr Sam Harte reported that at a meeting of the 
Parish Hall Committee on 11 November, the decision 
had been taken to keep the hall closed. This had 
proved to be the correct decision in view of the 
increased Coronavirus restrictions now in force.  

Parish Map 
Cllr N Walker reported that due to the continued 
closure of the Parish Hall, the Parish Map remained in 
Cradley (still in parts) in the care of Jeffrey White. A 
decision had been made to leave the map where it is 

until restrictions are lifted and it can be transported to 
the Hall for re-assembly.  

Highways 
The Clerk was asked to contact Neil James (Locality 
Steward) yet again re the blocked culvert between 
Burford Farm and Dobbins Farm, as the situation was 
becoming serious. This work had been referred to 
Drainage, but no action was yet forthcoming. 

Date of next Meeting - 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 3 
March 2021 

DIANA TAYLOR  

DIANA TAYLOR (Mrs) - Clerk to Mathon PC     
Tel: 01684 569430 

E-Mail: dtaylormathonclerk235@gmail.com  
9, Lambourne Avenue, Malvern, Worcs 

WR141NL  
www.mathonparishcouncil.co.uk 

NEWS FROM MATHON  PARISH COUNCIL ZOOM MEETING  
6 JANUARY 2021 At 7.30 p.m. 

mailto:dtaylormathonclerk235@gmail.com
http:www.mathonparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:sue@ronan.me.uk
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TWAS THE MONTH AFTER 
CHRISTMAS 

Twas the month after Christmas and all through the 
house 

Nothing would fit me, not even a blouse 

The cookies I’d nibbled, the eggnog I’d taste 
All the holiday parties had gone to my waist 

When I got on the scales there arose such a number 
When I walked to the store – less a walk than a 

lumber 

I‘d remember the marvellous meals I’d prepared 
The gravies and sauces and beef nicely rared 

The wine and the rum balls, the bread and the cheese 
And the way I’d never said “No thank you please” 

As I dressed myself in my husband’s old shirt 
And I prepared once again to do battle with dirt 

I said to myself as only I can 
“You can’t spend a winter disguised as a man” 

So away with the last of the sour cream dip 
Get rid of the fruit cake, every cracker and chip 

Every last bit of food that I like must be banished 
Till all the additional ounces have vanished 

I won’t have a cookie – not even a lick 
I’ll only want to chew on a long celery stick 

I won’t have hot biscuits or cornbread or pie 
I’ll munch on a carrot and quietly cry 

I’m hungry I’m lonesome and life is a bore –  
But isn’t that what January is for? 

Unable to giggle, no longer a riot 
Happy New Year to all and to all a good diet. 

CONTRIBUTED BY CHRIS ORFORD 
 

CRADLEY CHURCH  
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE  RESULTS 

Prize Ticket # Winner  

Christmas hamper 2169 Jessica Sands. 
Butchery voucher 1168 Anne Freeman 
Hop Pocket voucher  1612 Lynn  Hogdkiss 
Water Works voucher  1859 Alison Hext 
Argos voucher 1174 Anne Freeman. 
Sweet selection  1288 Gill Howard 
Sherry  1928 Catherine Best 
Prosecco  1197 Jen Dunford 
Jug & whisk  Helen Thomas 
Toiletries  1097 Jim Brewer 
White wine 1948 Janita Goodwin 
White wine  1851 Alison Hext 
Kneeler  1646 Joan Boldrey 
Christmas baubles  1056 Ann Carver 
White wine  1389 John Gilbert 
Red wine  1651 Nora Kelly 
White wine  1495 Sue Bailey 
After Eights 1996 L M Partington 
Ferrero Rocher 1656 Tom Kelly 
Biscuits  1394 Elizabeth  Gilbert 
Notelets  1096 Kevin Brewer 

In addition ticket numbers 2079 and 1808 were drawn 
but had no name on! If these are your numbers, 
please contact Ian on 01886 884682. 

Grateful thanks to those who donated prizes or 
sponsored printing. Thanks also to those who sold or 
bought tickets. 

Nearly £450.00 was raised for church funds. 

IAN BAILEY 
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February 2nd 1709: Castaway sailor Alexander Selkirk 
was rescued after spending 4 years on an island off 
the coast of Chile. He had been left on the island after 
an argument with the master of his ship, complaining 
that it was leaky and disease ridden. He thought that 
crewmates would join him on the island – when none 
of them did he begged the captain to let him back on 
board but he refused.  When found he was dressed in 
goat skins and could barely speak English. Daniel 
Defoe, a political activist and author took an interest in 
this story.  Robinson Crusoe was apparently based on 
the story of Selkirk although it’s not clear if they ever 
met. It was published in 1719 when Defoe was 59 and 
Selkirk 43. It captivated readers, quickly went to a 
fourth printing and was translated into a number of 
foreign languages. However Defoe, who had been 
imprisoned more than once for his opposition to the 
government, remained anonymous and sold the 
copyright for a fraction of its value. 

February 3rd 1961: The US Strategic Air Command’s 
“Operation Looking Glass” took off.  It provided an 
airborne command centre for the control of US 
nuclear forces to be used when ground based control 
systems had been put out of action.  KC135 aircraft, 
based in Nebraska, provided constant 24 hour 
airborne cover for over 29 years but in 1990 the 
decision was taken to have aircraft on permanent 
standby on the ground. 

February 6th 1958: The aircraft carrying Manchester 
United players and officials home from a match in 
Belgrade crashed on its third attempt to take off from 
Munich in wintry conditions. 23 of the 44 people on 
board including 8 players and 3 members of the club 
staff died from their injuries. Sir Matt Busby and 
Bobby Charlton were amongst the survivors. 

February 6th 1989:  In the Queensland town of Ipswich 
residents Harold and Deborah Degen were surprised 
by a light rain shower that dumped about 800 small 
fish on their lawn. The reason for this phenomenon 
was thought to be a violent storm up draught that 
drew fish from shallow waters into the atmosphere. 
The fish were initially thought to have been sardines 
but were in fact small bream.   

February 8th 1983: A ransom of £2 million was 
demanded for the return of the racehorse Shergar 
which was kidnapped from a stud farm in County 
Kildare. Shergar was owned by the Aga Khan and 
was extremely valuable at stud, having won the Derby 
in 1981 by the record margin of 10 lengths.  No trace 
of Shergar has ever been found. 

February 10th 1962: In Berlin American pilot Gary 
Powers was freed by the Russians. His U-2 spy plane 
had been shot down by a soviet surface to air missile.   
He was exchanged for the high ranking KGB spy 
Colonel Rudolf Abel. The exchange took place on a 
bridge in Berlin and the event was later dramatised in 
the film Bridge of Spies starring Tom Hanks. 

February 17th 1958: The Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament was founded with Bertrand Russell as 
its president.  The initiative was prompted by the 
prospect of American nuclear weapons being based in 

Britain. Its goal was to bring the arms race to a halt 
with Britain acting unilaterally if necessary. 

February 21st 1972: US President Richard Nixon 
arrived in China for a historic visit which ultimately led 
to the establishment of full diplomatic relations with a 
country which was then backing the other side in the 
Vietnam War.  On this day seven years later Norman 
Cousins of the Daily Telegraph was quoted as saying 
”President Nixon’s motto was if two wrongs don’t 
make a right try three”. 

February 21st 1741: Jethro Tull died. His innovations 
transformed English agriculture. He had trained for the 
bar but chose farming in preference to the law. He 
perfected a horse drawn seed drill which sowed seeds 
in neat rows which was much more productive than 
the traditional practice of scattering seeds by hand. 
He also invented a plough which left grass and roots  
on the surface to dry. 

February 25th 1862: President Lincoln introduced new 
dollar notes in a bid to help finance the cost of the civil 
war. All the notes, whatever their denomination were 
the same colour and the same size. The new notes 
were not redeemable for gold or silver - their value 
depended on confidence in the government. 

February 28th 1966: The Cavern Club in Liverpool 
where many artists, including the Beatles established 
their reputation went into liquidation when its owner 
went bankrupt.  It quickly attracted new investors who 
refurbished and improved the premises.  Harold 
Wilson performed the official opening of the ‘new’ club 
in July 1966. 

IAN THOMPSON 

ON THIS DAY 

COVID VACCINE SCAMS 
Pauline Smith, head of national fraud reporting service 
Action Fraud, said there has been an increase in 
reports of scam phone calls and text messages since 
the first vaccines became available. 

"If you receive an email, text message or phone call 
purporting to be from the NHS and you are asked to 
provide financial details, this is a scam," she said. 

• The NHS will never arrive unannounced at your 
home to administer the vaccine. 

• The NHS says it will never ask for bank account or 
card details, a banking PIN or password, and 
never ask individuals to prove their identity by 
sending copies of personal documents such as a 
passport, driving licence, bills or payslips. 

• You should pay close attention to any website URL 
or the text number you receive. If it's not from an 
official NHS or government address, it's a hoax. 

• Misspelling or poor grammar is also a sign that 
what you are reading is a scam. 

What do you do if you think you're being scammed?  
The most important thing to do is not respond to the 
scam. If you receive a call that you think is suspicious, 
hang up. 

If you think you have been the victim of fraud, the 
advice is to contact Action Fraud as soon as possible 
by calling 0300 123 2040 or visiting 
www.actionfraud.police.uk. 

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk


16 

 

I’ve just finished reading Daniel Defoe’s ‘A Journal of 
the Plague Year’ as it had been sitting, unread, on my 
bookshelf since I was in the sixth form, which was a 
very long time ago! You may think it morbid fare in the 
midst of our current pandemic, but it has been 
fascinating to discover that the responses of the 
populace, both now and then, are remarkably similar. 
First published in 1722, it is a fact-based but fictional 
account of one man’s experience of the Great Plague 
that hit London in 1665. As Defoe was only five in that 
year, it is thought that his book may be based on the 
journals of his uncle, Henry Foe, who lived in East 
London. (Daniel Defoe had added the ‘de’ to his 
surname as a recognition of his own importance as an 
author!). 

The book opens with a look at the very detailed 
records that were kept of the numbers of deaths in 
each borough in London. As the plague progresses 
deaths inevitably start occurring further afield, initially 
spreading east into Essex and then northwards as 
tradesmen took their wares, and their infections, into 
towns along the Great North Road. 

Unlike present day scientists and doctors, 17th 
century physicians had little understanding of how the 
infection started and no recourse to modern 
medicines, although it was generally accepted that it 
was spread by rats.It wasn’t until the following year, 
1666, that bacteria were identified by Antoni van 
Leeuwenhoek but it wouldn’t be until after 1928, when 
Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin, that 
antibiotics became a widely-used effective treatment 
for bacterial infections.  

However, despite the lack of understanding of the 
cause of the disease, the government of the time 
quickly became aware that people living in close 
proximity were at the greatest risk. This, of course, 
meant the poorest, whose insanitary and cramped 
living accommodation encouraged the rapid spread; in 
much the same way the 21stcentury poor are 
disproportionately affected by Covid. The 
understanding of how the disease seemed to be 
transmitted led to the wealthier members of society, 
including King Charles II and his court, leaving 
London for the relative safety of the countryside. 
Current house sales suggest the same movement 
from town to country is happening now. 

The Lord Mayor of London, in an endeavour to show 
some leadership, ordered all cats and dogs to be 
killed as there was a thought that they could transmit 
the disease on their fur. As the disease increased its 
hold on the city, households where one or more 
occupants developed plague symptoms were barred 
from leaving home, a red cross was painted on the 
door with the words ‘Lord Have Mercy Upon Us’ and a 
watchman stationed outside to make sure no one left. 
This doomed any healthy members of family or staff to 
an almost inevitable death. While we may rail against 
current lockdown restrictions, we must count our 
blessings in being able to access help when needed. 

It may be thought that 17th century England was a 
cruel time, but given the lack of medical resources 
available, locking families in their houses seems more 
a pragmatic than cruel act. 

Of course, like nowadays, there were those who 
defied orders.  Some members of locked-in families 
found ways to escape, either whilst the watchman was 
distracted or by offering a bribe. Many people, 
knowing they were unwell but reluctant to 
acknowledge that it could be the plague, continued 
socialising and infected those with whom they came 
into contact. But there were also the innocent super-
spreaders of the day, notably the tradesmen who 
travelled the country with their wares. It is believed 
that the outbreak at Eyam in Derbyshire was caused 
by fleas from a parcel of cloth that was delivered to 
the village tailor.  

With cases surging there were attempts to treat 
some plague victims. Towns would pay physicians, 
known as plague doctors, to visit the sick. However, 
their main task was to keep a record of the infected as 
they were rarely able to offer a cure. Their outfits were 
not totally unlike our current PPE, not in the way they 
looked, but in their intended purpose.  

Instead of our masks which 
neatly cover our mouths 
and nose, theirs were 
hooded with a beak-
shaped nose which was 
stuffed with herbs and 
spices to purify the air 
whilst the eye holes were 
covered with glass. A 

lightweight protective 
suit covered the body 
and was made of a 
waxed fabric to stop 
penetration of liquids.  

They must have 
been a terrifying 
sight, but then a 21st 
century medic in full PPE must also seem scary to 
their patients. 

DENA COLLEDGE 
 
 

WE’VE BEEN HERE BEFORE 
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I continue here my series of articles on the night sky 
and our view of the universe. In mid-December, there 
was a close apparition of Jupiter and Saturn in the 
sky, the closest angular separation for about 700 
years. Jupiter is at 780 million km from the sun, 5 
times further than Earth, orbiting in 12 years, while 

Saturn is 
at 1.2 
billion km 
from the 
sun, 11 
times 
further 
than 
Earth, so 
orbiting 
the sun 
slower, in 
29 years. 
Both are 

essentially very cold huge balls of hydrogen and 
helium gas, with no solid surface. Occasionally they 
are in a similar part of the sky, although they orbit in 
slightly different planes, so they are extremely rarely 
well aligned. On one night they were so close in angle 
that the human eye would not be able to separate 
them but a telescope could. 

They were setting before full darkness, so were low 
in the South West sky. The previous night, before 
closest separation, there was a gap in the clouds and 
I managed to get images with the long focal length 
lens camera system, shown here. Jupiter shows its 
primary four moons and Saturn also some of its 
moons very dimly. Saturn’s rings are not so obvious in 
these few second exposures, needed to record the 
moons. The spikes appearing from the planets are 
due to diffraction at right angles from the edges of the 
eight-sided lens iris diaphragm. When we see 
Christmas cards with a Christmas star, it is usually 
shown as four pointed; Renaissance nativity paintings 
do not depict that. Stars do not have spikes! Nor does 
the sun, which is after all a star. The typical four 
spikes in star images are from diffraction off the cross 
mechanical support of the secondary mirror of the 

reflecting telescope taking the image. Artists 
reproduce that but it is a feature of common types of 
reflecting telescopes, not stars at all. I have included 
an image of Jupiter taken in 2018 and of Saturn when 
high in the sky in 2004. I also show my image of a part 
of the Veil nebula, which is a red diffuse band top to 
bottom; an expanding shell remnant of a supernova 
long ago, while the star in the middle is nothing to do 
with the nebula, very much nearer, but being so 
overexposed shows the four telescope diffraction 
spikes. 

If you go out in the dark in the early evening, please 
look with binoculars at the Orion nebula below Orion’s 
belt, as it is spectacular. I did show it before but here 

THE NIGHT SKY 
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taken with my long focal length camera lens with 
different colour processing. 

I am taking you on a journey in space-time. We start 
at the beginning, namely the Big Bang, originally 
named sarcastically by one of the theory opponents, 
the astrophysicist Fred Hoyle, who realised the helium 
to carbon fusion process occurring in massive stars. 
Without that process there would be no carbon or 
heavier elements, no planets, and consequently no 
us. The Big Bang theory of the origin the universe is 
now almost universally accepted by physicists, there 
being no other theory that explains the observational 
data. The hot beginning was suggested by a Belgian 
priest, George Lemaitre, in 1927.  

As we look out into the universe, we always look into 
the past due to the time it takes for light to reach us 
over the distance we are looking. The universe of 
space and time started 13.8 billion years ago as a 
burst of positive energy. This is allowed for a tiny time 
fixed by the smallest energy times the time taken to 
determine it, set by Planck’s constant, which relates 
the smallest amount of energy that can be perceived 
for a given time. It is not zero, so neither energy nor 
time can ever be exactly zero. This allows units of 
energy as material particle pairs of opposite electrical 
polarity to be created briefly out of the vacuum 
everywhere, spontaneously. After this time, the 
energy must be supplied or they annihilate. At the 
start of the universe, a balance was achieved by the 
creation of particles as described, (positive energy 
given by Einstein’s relationship, energy is mass times 
a square of the speed of light) together with their 
binding forces between them which is a negative 
energy, so averaging zero , but the result was loss of 
freedom (called symmetry).  

My simple analogy is this; consider water at 0oC, 
which essentially has infinite symmetry; requires quite 
a lot of more energy removal to get it to freeze at the 
same temperature forming six-fold symmetry ice 
crystals. This is called a phase transition or symmetry 
breaking. Energy is released from the change of state. 
In reverse, the ground temperature from a frosty night 
stays at zero Celsius for quite some time before 
absorbing the warmth of sunlight to change its state, 
breaking the ice limited symmetry, and finally rising 
above zero. Another example is the amount of energy 

needed to boil a kettle from water to steam at the 
same temperature 100° C.  

We know the physics from a 10th of a millionth of a 
second of space-time start, as they are the same 
particle creation processes that occur in the large 
hadron collider at CERN. Then with its rapid 
expansion and cooling, the families of massive 
particles that formed, decayed extremely rapidly to 
leave the lightestones that make up our universe 
today. At about one minute some of the newly formed 
protons (hydrogen) turned into neutrons and fused to 
form helium to fix the present hydrogen to helium ratio 
across the universe. It was the same well understood 
fusion process releasing energy as in all stars such as 
the Sun. But because of rapid expansion, the universe 
was cooling to below the reaction temperature, so 
process stopped at 2 minutes. The universe is 
evolving following a set of rules fixed well before the 
first one 100th millionth of a second. 

The proto universe rapidly expanded, with the 
energy of expansion balancing the mass energy and 
the negative binding forces of the particles forming in 
it, as a total of zero. This balance ensures that it will 
never collapse and never expand too rapidly, and that 
is what it is still doing. It is as if it was collapsing due 
to its own gravitational attraction, but seen in reverse 
as an expansion as we are always looking further into 
the past with distance. A free lunch in perfect balance 
for 13.8 billion years.  

The next change occurred at about 300,000 years 
when the universe switched from opaque to 
transparent with a vast burst of light as the previously 
free electrons combined with the proton hydrogen 
atoms which can be seen today in microwaves, the 
cosmic microwave background radiation (CBR). 
Rather like the surface of a star. This was discovered 
by Penzias and Wilson in 1965 as noise in their 
telecommunication microwave antenna, originally 
thought to be caused by pigeon droppings, until it was 
found to remain despite clearing. They were awarded 
the Nobel Prize. After about one billion years it was 
cool enough for hydrogen clouds to start to form stars 
in groups as small proto-galaxies. 

I will continue with the evolution of the universe and 
space-time geometry, next month, using model 
analogies, why it seems boundless, and expanding 
away from us in all directions in proportion to distance. 

CHRIS BADDILEY 
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Not much going on just after Christmas but our 
president Maureen held the monthly Kitchen Club just 
before Christmas where members can get together for 
a natter. She invited her sister Val Smith-Orr to join 
them from the Philippines where she runs a burns 
charity - Triple B Care Projects. Lunch time here is 
evening in the Philippines. How amazing is 
technology! Val was able to thank the WI ladies 
herself for all the help they give Maureen in sorting 
and packing the donated medical supplies Maureen 
sends her. Val also showed the ladies close up the 
gold Order of Australia medal she was awarded in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours in June for her work to the 
international community through nursing with her 
charity.  

Cradley WI held its bi-monthly Book Club meeting on 
January 14th to discuss This is going to Hurt by Adam 
Kay, the diaries of a junior doctor. A Book Club 
meeting is always a lively meeting, especially when a 
book divides opinion, and this was no exception. 

We all agreed this was a book to be dipped in and 
out of rather than read all at once, and although most 
of us had sympathy with the author and the very long 
and sometimes very difficult hours a junior doctor has 
to work, one or two of us were quite relieved that he 
wasn't our doctor! The diaries had not been written 
with the benefit of hindsight but had formed some of 
the reflective practice medical professionals are 
encouraged to write. The book was humorous, but 
perhaps could have benefited from more sympathetic 
editing as the author did come across as somewhat 
flippant at times. 

As ever the talk drifted to matters away from the 
book onto village life and the welcome news that 
some of our members had either received, or were 
due to receive, the Covid-19 vaccine. As one of us 
reflected, “We are in a happy position here in our 
lovely village to know more people that had been 
vaccinated than those who had had the virus itself, 
which is a very wonderful thing." 

Herefordshire Federation continue to organise 
regular free Zoom sessions covering various topics 
and crafts. A particular good one was on the Covid 
vaccine when 100 ladies from around the country 
joined in and were able to ask many questions. In 
February Maureen is also going to give her 
presentation about her trip to the Philippines last year 
to see her sister. Our treasurer Joy organised the 
HFWI “Beat the Blues” quiz in January where 41 
ladies (and gentlemen) from around the country joined 
us for what were quite challenging questions. Thank 
you Joy. The next one is February 16th. The HFWI 
zoom events are open to all, WI members or not.  

Joy also continues to collect items for the Bosbury 
food bank (1 Huntingdon). I know a lot of us are still 
“eating up” from Christmas, but some families didn’t 
have the luxury of being able to stock up and still need 
support.  

Cradley WI meetings will continue as zoom sessions. 
We have Baroness Bolsover telling us about the 
etiquette of Victorian afternoon tea on our 83rd 
birthday meeting on February 4th. Malcolm Penny on 
the history of Brockhampton on March 4th and 
provisionally on April 1st, Frances Carlaw The Pearl 
Lady on the history of pearls.  (Provisionally just in 
case we can meet again for real!) If anyone would like 
further details about any of the above please contact 
me below and I will send you the links. 

Stay safe everyone. 

MAUREEN SULLIVAN  
President Cradley WI  

maureensullivan60@gmail.com  

CRADLEY WI 

Cradley Mathon & Storridge 

TEENY TOTS 
play group 

 
welcomes parents or carers and little ones 

(age 0-5) to stay and play.  

Thursdays at Storridge Village Hall 

10.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon. 

(£2 per family, includes a snack)

Occasionally meets at Cradley School.  

Come and join in! 

For information please contact: 

Rachel: 07790890183  

Annie: 01886 880964  

mailto:maureensullivan60@gmail.com
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Do you have a story to tell? 

Let me help with your memoir 
 

Contact me to arrange a  
home visit 

 
Tel: 07989 733393 / 01886 833729 

Email: BeverleyM2@outlook.com 

  

THANK YOU! 

A huge thank you to everyone in the Three Villages that rallied to our appeal for people to donate to the Poppy 
Appeal through our static locations this year!  You raised the magnificent sum of £1,589.44.  This doesn’t include 
donations from those of you who paid online or directly into the Poppy Appeal bank account.  Unfortunately, due to 
Covid restrictions, the accounts department at British Legion Headquarters is working at limited capacity and so 
we will not know the full amount until later in 2021. 

However, taking into account donations we are aware of, including from the branch itself, it is safe to say we are 
not a million miles away from our average in recent years. It is a magnificent achievement and so important during 
these unprecedented times. 

Once again, thank you all so much for your continued support and let’s hope that we can be back to normal for a 
bumper year in 2021. 

IAN HYSON 

Patron Her Majesty The Queen 

CRADLEY, STORRIDGE AND MATHON BRANCH  
POPPY APPEAL 2020 

The Legion’s mission is to safeguard the welfare, interests and memory 

of those who are serving or have served in the Armed Forces. 

 Registered Charity: The Royal British Legion, 199 Borough High Street, London SE1 1AA 

Registered Charity Number: 219279 

 

mailto:BeverleyM2@outlook.com
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To advertise contact 

Jan on 01886 880316 
Jackie on 01886 833802 

or email: 

cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com 

   Piano Tuning 
     Simon Peberdy 

   07588 533427 
     Piano technician, pianist, organist 
     www.simonpeberdymusic.com 

Malvern Computers 
 

 

Repair, maintain, install and advise 
01684 561849 or 07852 474673 

malverncomputers@talktalk.net 
www.malvern-computers.co.uk 

IT Support 

BESPOKE 
 

JOINERY—CARPENTRY 
 

Specialist in purpose made, high quality joinery, 
Built in furniture, also carpentry 

Repairs/restoration of joinery and furniture 
Sash windows refurbished 

 
Call Ian on 01905 421493 or 07941 568183 

Email: ianplante@gmail.com 
www.worcesterbespokejoinery.co.uk 

Annie Henderson  
Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, blinds, loose covers and 
home accessories made using your 

own fabric 
Alteration service both for soft 

furnishings and clothing also available 

City and Guilds qualified 

For a free quotation please contact: 

01432 820125 

annie@needleseye.me.uk 

 

 

All traditional garden services 

Design consultation 

Royal Horticultural Society trained 

Fully insured 

Full and half day slots available 

 

Mobile: 0777 3135266      

Email: aw.matthew@gmail.com 

 

Working at Height Specialists   Confined Space Contractor 
Rope Access (IRATA) Qualified   City & Guilds Certified 
 

Industrial: 

Silo clean/inspection  Confined space consultancy 

Tank clean/inspection  Confined space audits 

Roof inspection/repair Stand by rescue teams 

Gutter clean   Confined space entry 

Jet washing   Cladding repair   

 

Domestic: 

Roof repairs   Window clean  

Tree work   Jet washing   

Gutter clean 
 

For a free quote please contact Richie 

M: 07968 967 214 

E: info@severnaccess.co.uk  

W: www.severnaccess.co.uk 

mailto:cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com
http://www.simonpeberdymusic.com
mailto:malverncomputers@talktalk.net
http://www.malvern-computers.co.uk
mailto:ianplante@gmail.com
http://www.worcesterbespokejoinery.co.uk
mailto:annie@needleseye.me.uk
mailto:aw.matthew@gmail.com
mailto:info@severnaccess.co.uk
http://www.severnaccess.co.uk
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Learn to play… 
 

Saxophone, Clarinet, Flute, Trumpet/Cornet 
 

All ages welcome 
 

Contact: Baz 
01886 880985/07971 247310 

barry.strange1@btopenworld.com 

R.S.B. DECORATIONS 
Professional Painting and Decorating 

 

All aspects of Decorating undertaken 

Est. 34 years 

   01905 821453 / 07851 225277 

email:   roger.bent@btinternet.com  

All aspects of building work and property 
maintenance 

Home &Garden
    www.sos.webeden.co.uk 

01886 880256     07545 004457 

Many references available 

 

HOME 

• Alterations 
• Conversions 

• Repointing 
• Bathroom up-

grades 
• Plastering 
• Carpentry 

• Decorating 

  

GARDEN 

• Patios and Paving 
• Walling 

• Turfing 
• Timber Decking 
• Composite      

Decking 
• Jungle Clearance 

• Fencing 

 

Simon The Plasterer 

 

15 years experience 

Quick and Reliable 

No Job Too Small 

Free Quotes 

 

Telephone 01886 880399 
Mobile 07784 337364  

01886 288546 

• Interiors & Exteriors  

• Wooden flooring        
renovation 

• Granite worktop re-
pairs 

• Application of Epoxy 
floor paint for garages, 
cellars, sheds etc.                        

• Sash Windows  

• Kitchen units          
hand painted  

• End of tenancy     
freshen-up 

• Specialists in Black & 
White, Historic and 
Listed buildings 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 ‘don’t get stung’ 

 

FIXED PRICE WASP NEST 
TREATMENT 

 

TEL: 07968 982111 

 

www.oliverdakersblacksmith.co.uk 

01886 288546 

mailto:barry.strange1@btopenworld.com
mailto:roger.bent@btinternet.com
http://www.sos.webeden.co.uk
http://www.oliverdakersblacksmith.co.uk
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Northdown Curtains 
For a full installation service or self-fit  

We Make:  

 Curtains with hand-sewn headings,  

 Roman Blinds,  

 Also soft furnishings to match if required.  

We have a carefully selected range of fabric books, 

trimmings and hardware catalogues with samples 

available. 

We can supply and fit:  

 Fabrics, Poles, Curtain track,  

 Blind track (manual or  electric).  

 Made to measure Blinds by Intu and Perfect Fit to 

suit your window frame.  

Demo samples available on request.  

For friendly helpful advice or a free quote 

please contact Julie Ball on  

01531 640722  

mobile 07833 703490 

northdowncurtains@gmail.com 

 

ACCESS LIFT HIRE  

www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideal for flue lining, tree pruning, guttering, painting, aerial 
installations and internal factory works, etc. 

With working heights of up to 9.50m 
Able to fit through 2ft 6in openings 
All have current LOLER certificates 

 

With hire rates from £65 for half day call: 

Louise 07968 963359 or Chris 07710 489575 
 

info@accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 
www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 

mailto:northdowncurtains@gmail.com
http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
mailto:paadena29@gmail.com
http://www.paadena.co.uk/
mailto:paadena29@gmail.com
http/www.paadena.co.uk
http://www.paadena.co.uk
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Opening Hours 

       Monday       9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m. 
       Tuesday               CLOSED 
       Wednesday  9.00 a.m. ~ 1.00 p.m. 
       Thursday     9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m.    
       Friday       1.00 p.m. ~ 6.30 p.m. 
       Saturday      8.30 a.m. ~ 12.30 p.m. 

 
Free Parking & Wheelchair Access  

Discounts for Pensioners & Children 
 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Tel: 01531 640799 
www.thebosburybarbers.co.uk 

HOME END FARM, CRADLEY 
On the A4103 near The Red Lion Inn 

 

blue-ginger      
 

                         art, craft and inspiration ideas 
coffee shop serving light lunches and homemade cakes  

www.blue-ginger.com  sue@blue-ginger.com 
bed&breakfast:  info@home-end-farm.co.uk 

tel: 01886 880240 

 

handmade contemporary silver jewellery  
inspired by prehistoric rock art  

www.silverfishdesigns.co.uk  carol@silverfishdesigns.co.uk 

 

We are closed for the Winter.  We hope to 
welcome you back in March 2021.     

Meanwhile you can browse and buy from 
our  online shop www.blue-ginger.com or 

find us on Facebook  

mi-frame picture framing 
Mi-frame is open 

—please phone for an appointment 

 

Tel: 01886 880964  :  miles@mi-frame.co.uk  

Red Kite 

Pest Control 

Combining Tradition and Innovation 
For all your local Pest Control requirements 

All INSECT,  RODENT and 

 WILDLIFE Pests 

Free Advice, free no obligation Quotations 

 

-----------------------——--ALSO-——-------------------- 

TAXIDERMY 
 

I’m interested in purchasing  
unwanted pieces of  

taxidermy 
(for private collection) 

 

Telephone Andy Staples on: 
07977 044987 / 01886 832730 

MASSAGE AND/OR WELLBEING 

COACHING 

MASSAGE for your painful  

back/shoulders/legs/arms/feet 

Plus COACHING enables you to  

help yourself when suffering from  

Chronic on-going conditions   

Relax with Aromatherapy oils  

Create a more comfortable life and feel  
more in control of your symptoms 

 
CALL NOW - FREE 30 min assessment  

FRAN DOIDGE fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk    

www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk  

01886 880100/07974 400575 

http://www.thebosburybarbers.co.uk
http://www.blue-ginger.com
mailto:sue@blue-ginger.com
mailto:info@home-end-farm.co.uk
http://www.silverfishdesigns.co.uk
mailto:carol@silverfishdesigns.co.uk
http://www.blue-ginger.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bluegingergallery
mailto:miles@mi-frame.co.uk
mailto:fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
http://www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
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Paul J. Rowe 
 

All Aspects of 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

Experienced    •   Professional 
Reliable    •   Friendly 

07815 657472 

or 01886 880310 

Pussy Cat Cattery 

 

    
Luxury Boarding Cattery in an idyllic, 
safe and calm location for cats only. 

Seville Cottage, 
Suckley, Worcester, 

WR6 5EQ 
 

www.pussycatcattery.co.uk  
 

01886 884867 
Viewings are most welcome 

www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage 

Three Counties  
Chimney Sweep 
*Trading Standards Approved* 

 

*All Chimneys and Flues Swept 
*Cowl and Pot Fitting Service 
*Stove and Liner Installations 
*Nest and Blockage Removal 
*Stack and Roof Repairs 
*Fully Insured 

 Call Ian on:                 
Tel: 01684 891005     Mob: 07403 277 436 

Your Local Accredited Chimney Sweep   
 

R K Construction 

 Extensions 
 ground works 
 general building 
 maintenance  
 landscaping works 

plus intricate brickwork projects  

City & Guilds trained with over 30 years experience 
 

Tel: 07774 239932  
Email: rkconstruction@btinternet.com 

RKH CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 
PRIVATE HIRE TAXI 

Professional   Prompt   Friendly 

Based in Cradley 

All UK Airports, Business Trips, 

Sporting Events, Parties, etc. 

Long and Local Trips 

Booking Essential 
Call Richard 07990 552531 

Email: rkhill2014@outlook.com 

Cecilia Hall Dance Centre 
07443 872188 (Text) 01684 573663 (Ans)  

ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk 
 

CLASSES FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 

Wednesdays 4.15 p.m. Ballet ages 6 & 7 years 
Fridays 2.00 p.m. Pre School Dance and Ballet 
Saturdays 9.45 a.m. Pre School Dance and Ballet 
 10.15 a.m. Tap/Modern 
 10.45 a.m. Ballet ages 4—6 years 
 11.15 a.m. Ballet ages 6 & 7 years 

MUSICAL THEATRE CLASS Tuesday 4.15 p.m. KS2 
Many other classes available:  
RAD Ballet/ISTD Tap/Modern 

Regular shows. Opportunities to be in professional shows 

http://www.pussycatcattery.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage
mailto:rkconstruction@btinternet.net
mailto:rkhill2014@outlook.com
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
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Little Growbags Children’s Nursery 

 
Hunters Moon, Bransford, WR6 5JB 

www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk 

‘Nurturing your child through play to their full potential’ 
Open 7.45 a..m. - 6.00 p.m. Monday to Friday 

From 3 months - 5 years: OFSTED registered for 37 places 
Small holiday club  :  Home cooked food 

Friendly, caring and flexible  :  Safe dropping off and parking 

Please call us on 01886 833379 

SHAUN’S TYRES, 
BATTERIES AND EXHAUSTS 

 

01684 770336 
07557 105233 

 
UNIT 1 SPRING COURT, SPRING LANE SOUTH 

MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE 
WR14 1AT 

 

30 YEARS OF RELIABLE AND EFFICIENT SERVICE 

SPORTS THERAPY MASSAGE 

 

Backache, Stiff Neck, Painful Knees, Arms or Legs? 
Don’t suffer; call and book a sports therapy massage, 

a remedial massage that can give pain relief 
to those aching muscles 

 

JULIA ADAMS – Holistic Therapist 
01886 832641/07968 726651 

Sherridge Road, Leigh Sinton 
Bowen Technique, Aromatherapy, Indian Head Massage 

and Sports Therapy Massage 

Fully Qualified Local Electrician                           
for all your Household Electrical needs. 

Also Heavily Experienced in Commercial and 
Industrial Electrics, as well as Testing. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, Mark 
Williams, for a free quote. 

 

 

Which trusted 

 www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  
mark@mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  

Tel: 07966 984893 

and offering 

home visits 

 

 

     
     

 

http://www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk
http://www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk
mailto:mark@mawilliams.co.uk
http://www.paytons.co.uk/
mailto:ask@paytons.co.uk
http://www.andysweeps.com/
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CURTAIN MAKER 
SUE BRADFORD 

 
An Experienced Seamstress 

with a sense of humour 
 

01886 833522 
07812 837936 

H & J 
Pest Control Services 

Domestic Properties and Commercial Contracts undertaken 
We treat Rats, Mice, Wasps from £30  

Hornets, Fleas, Squirrels, Flies, Moles, Bed Bugs, Rabbits, Birds, Carpet 
Moths/Beetles, Ants… 

Contact Henry Yardley:  07889 782933 

info@hjpc.co.uk                 www.hjpc.co.uk 

EXPERIENCED/ RELIABLE/AFFORDABLE/ALL PESTS TREATED 
FULLY INSURED  • BPCA/RSPH II QUALIFIED 

INSECTS/RODENTS/MOLES 

 

Bed and Breakfast at 

Larchgrove  

 

 

 

Bosbury Road 

Cradley 

WR13 5LT 
01886 880985 

www.larchgrovebb.com 

BILL JONES 
& SON 

Chimney Sweeps 
 

Clean and Efficient Service 
BRUSH AND VAC 

 

01684 568323 or 07570 988794  

 OPEN TO CUSTOMERS: 
Tuesday, Friday, Saturday   9am – 4pm          

ORDERS ONLY: Wednesday, Thursday 

www.crumptonhillfarmshop.com 

www.facebook.com/crumptonhillfarmshop  

Crumpton Hill, Storridge, 
 WR13 5HP 

 01886 880802 

 Fresh, seasonal local produce,  
local  cider, beer and wine and  
hand- made crafts. 

mailto:info@hjpc.co.uk
http://www.hjpc.co.uk
http://www.larchgrovebb.com
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
http://www.crumptonhillfarmshop.com
http://www.facebook.com/crumptonhillfarmshop
mailto:ellen@hillviewsoftfurnishings.co.uk
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In view of the current situation, resulting in the cancellation of many events in the upcoming Diary, we have not 
included the Diary. Please let us know if you are holding an event or resuming your activities and we will put them in. 

FEBRUARY    
Fri 12 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for copy of event notices and new advertisements 

to The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley. 
Tue 16 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for articles and diary entries to The Butchery, 

Bosbury Road, Cradley. 
   A date for your 2021 DIARY: Cradley Summer Fete will be Sat 19 JUNE 2021 
Please keep your articles coming in. During the lockdown the Newsletter will be online only at cmsnewsletter.org.uk. We 
will resume the printing and delivery of the printed version as soon as circumstances allow. Please, whenever possible, 
email articles, event notices and diary entries to the editorial team at: 

cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com 

Please send all advertising bookings and enquiries to the advertising team at:  

cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com 

Documents emailed to the team should be in Word or JPEG format. 

Hard copies can be left in the Newsletter’s mailbox fixed to the wall of The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley. 

Every effort is made to verify the authenticity of statements made in the Newsletter, but neither the Editor nor anyone 
connected with its production and distribution can accept any responsibility for errors or inaccuracies, or for the opinions 
expressed within it. Neither do they guarantee or endorse the services and products advertised. 

The Cradley, Mathon & Storridge Newsletter uses personal data for the purpose of managing the Newsletter, its 
subscriptions, distribution and advertising, the contributions submitted and its finances. Data may be retained for up to 7 
years for accounts and tax purposes and for longer where required by law. If you would like to find out more about how we 
use your personal data or want to see a copy of the information about you that we hold please contact the Newsletter team 
on cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com. 

Editorial Team:  Robert Colledge, Antonia Musgrove, Ian Thompson 

The editor of March issue will be Robert Colledge 

Compilation Team: Barbara Davies, Pauline Diplock, Jackie White   

THREE VILLAGES DIARY OF EVENTS for 2021 

https://www.cmsnewsletter.org.uk/
mailto:cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com
mailto:cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com
mailto:cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com
http://cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:wynneharries@gmail.com
http://www.wykehamgardens.com


D & G DRAINAGE 

& GROUNDWORKS 

All aspects of drainage installations and repairs 
Drain cleaning and unblocking 

Blocked drains, toilets, sinks, baths, showers 
CCTV Camera Inspections and surveys 

 

Contact Daniel Lowndes for free quotation! 

Tel: 01684 561338; or Mobile: 07875 394571 
E-mail: dan@fixmydrains.co.uk 

www.fixmydrains.co.uk 

HUNABAN HEATING LTD 
 

Heating Engineers               
 

 
Central heating installations. 
Oil and gas boilers installed, 

serviced and repaired. 
 

Solar panels supplied and installed. 
 

Aga and Rayburn cookers  
serviced and repaired. 

 
Power flushing and upgrading 

of heating systems. 
 

The Uplands, Westfields, Cradley, 
Nr Malvern, Worcs. WR13 5HZ 

Tel/Fax 01886 880260 
Mobile 07771 998238 

hunabanheating@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEREFORD  01432 267151 

www.steelshereford.com 

Providing transport for the local 
community 

LEDBURY RING & RIDE  
 AND COMMUNITY BUSES 

Do you have transport difficulties? 
 

Ledbury District Ring & Ride is a voluntary car 
scheme for ALL ages and abilities covering Ledbury 
and its surrounding villages which can be used for 

you to get to: 

 Medical appointments - Shopping -  
Hairdresser appointments -  
Social and family visits.......  

or any other place you may wish to go.  

Call us on 01531 635503 between 9.30 am and 
12.30 pm Monday to Friday to book your ride. 

Minibuses available for community group activities. 

Please phone to chat about your needs. 

A charge is made to help towards the cost of  
operating our service.  

mailto:ianjones1963ij@gmail.com
mailto:dan@fixmydrains.co.uk
http://www.fixmydrains.co.uk
mailto:hunabanheating@btinternet.com
http://www.steelshereford.com
http://www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk/
mailto:reception@ajopticians.co.uk
http://www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk/


 

http://malvernhillsbandb.uk/  

Please phone  

Pauline or Stuart  
Diplock  
to book 

01886 880078  

BED &  
BREAKFAST  

at 

QUEENSWOOD 
CRADLEY 

 

A Malvern-based business. 

All aspects of groundworks undertaken. 
Foundations up to DPC 

Civil Engineering, Excavations 
Drainage, Concreting 

Hard Landscaping 

Contact us on 

01684 301765| 07977 141734 

davidmaundpowell@aol.com 

drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk           

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 • Plumbing 
• Bathrooms 
• Kitchens 

• Tiling 
• Maintenance 
• General Building 

Work 

Friendly, Honest and Reliable 
Service.  

 

Call Tim Diplock on  
07930 500955 / 01886 880078 

 timdiplock@gmail.com 

http://malvernhillsbandb.uk/
mailto:davidmaundpowell@aol.com
http://www.drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk
http://www.acertreeservices.com/
mailto:joe.brandt@btconnect.com
mailto:Joe.brandt@btinternet.com
http://www.acertreeservices.com/
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