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CRADLEY           MATHON           STORRIDGE 

Season’s Greetings 



D & G DRAINAGE 

& GROUNDWORKS 

All aspects of drainage installations and repairs 
Drain cleaning and unblocking 

Blocked drains, toilets, sinks, baths, showers 
CCTV Camera Inspections and surveys 

 

Contact Daniel Lowndes for free quotation! 

Tel: 01684 561338; or Mobile: 07875 394571 
E-mail: dan@fixmydrains.co.uk 

www.fixmydrains.co.uk 

HUNABAN HEATING LTD 
 

Heating Engineers               
 

 
Central heating installations. 
Oil and gas boilers installed, 

serviced and repaired. 
 

Solar panels supplied and installed. 
 

Aga and Rayburn cookers  
serviced and repaired. 

 
Power flushing and upgrading 

of heating systems. 
 

The Uplands, Westfields, Cradley, 
Nr Malvern, Worcs. WR13 5HZ 

Tel/Fax 01886 880260 
Mobile 07771 998238 

hunabanheating@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEREFORD  01432 267151 

www.steelshereford.com 

Providing transport for the local 
community 

LEDBURY RING & RIDE  
 AND COMMUNITY BUSES 

Do you have transport difficulties? 
 

Ledbury District Ring & Ride is a voluntary car 
scheme for ALL ages and abilities covering Ledbury 
and its surrounding villages which can be used for 

you to get to: 

 Medical appointments - Shopping -  
Hairdresser appointments -  
Social and family visits.......  

or any other place you may wish to go.  

Call us on 01531 635503 between 9.30 am and 
12.30 pm Monday to Friday to book your ride. 

Minibuses available for community group activities. 

Please phone to chat about your needs. 

A charge is made to help towards the cost of  
operating our service.  

mailto:ianjones1963ij@gmail.com
mailto:dan@fixmydrains.co.uk
http://www.fixmydrains.co.uk
mailto:hunabanheating@btinternet.com
http://www.steelshereford.com
http://www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk/
mailto:reception@ajopticians.co.uk
http://www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk/
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£8.00 for 12 issues (or £1.00 per copy) December 2020 

A VERY BRITISH CHRISTMAS 

Is this a piece about Brexit? You might think so, from the title; and given the timing, some might think it ought to 
be – but no, actually, it isn't! 

The stories the British typically tell about themselves – about the spirit of the Blitz, about the Battle of Trafalgar, 
about Drake and the Spanish Armada, to name but three – tend to be about strength of spirit in times of adversity. 
This year, it's been the battle with Covid-19  and this year, because of Covid, I suspect we shall have a very 
British Christmas. Remember how we waded through the mud and braved the wind and the storms at Mathon to 
celebrate the Royal Jubilee (whilst the Royal family and a fleet of boats went sailing merrily down the Thames)? 
Or when we held 'Carols in the Barn' at Heath Mill, regardless of the threat of flooding – or in the fields near 
Pemberton Cottage, come rain, come frost? This year, as we rethink our Christmas traditions in the benefice to 
deal with the Covid restrictions, I suspect something of the same spirit will be called upon. 

So  if we can't sing carols together in our churches, we'll gather together outside. If Cradley's Christmas Eve 
service can't be the ever-popular Christingle service in aid of the Children's Society, we'll do something different, 
out in the churchyard, and take a retiring collection for the Children's Society instead (that is, a collection as 
people leave). The Trinity Singers, an offshoot of the Cradley Singers, are already in discussion about providing a 
carol service for us in Cradley Church on the Saturday before Christmas, even if, sadly, the congregation are 
unable to join in with the singing. If Mathon Church can't hold their 'Carols by Candlelight' in church, we'll gather 
outside with torches and lanterns. And at Storridge, where we have established the tradition of an annual Literary 
Festival...what about 'A Very Literary Christmas'? The weather might be challenging, but we've dealt with that 
before. If the British can't manage when the weather is bad and times are hard, who can?  

Christmas, at its base, is all about light in the darkness. About a promise of life renewed. About the coming of 'the 
dayspring from on high' to visit us, to carry all God's children into a whole new dimension of life and light and 
hope.   

In spite of rumours to the contrary, Christmas - the true and real Christmas - is definitely not cancelled.  How 
could it be? We wish you, in the face of all the difficulties, a very, very happy Christmas: and  one deeply blessed. 

Your Rector, 

ROBERT WARD 

Edition Editor: Robert Colledge, telephone 01886 880782 

Rector: The Revd Robert Ward, telephone 01886 880438 

Treasurer: Robert Colledge, telephone 01886 880782 

Advertising: Jan Dampney, telephone 01886 880316 

Jackie White, telephone 01886 833802 

 

Cover picture for little (or big) ones to colour in 

Source: https://www.superteacherworksheets.com/christmas-coloring-pages.html 

You will find more to colour in towards the back of this edition 

https://www.superteacherworksheets.com/christmas-coloring-pages.html
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Church Services in December 2020 
Special Christmas services are highlighted in bold. All service details are liable to change, depending on 
the situation regarding the Covid virus. Please check for updates on the three parish websites, on our  pew 
sheets,  our e-news and our church notice boards. In general, services at Cradley follow the Church of 
England's modern language rites, those at Mathon and Storridge, the 1662 Book of Common Prayer. 

FIRST SUNDAY 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion Mathon 
December 6 10.45 a.m. Family Service Live Streamed Cradley 
Advent 2  6.00 p.m. Evensong (said, if restrictions remain) Storridge 

Wednesday 9  10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) Cradley 
 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Live Streamed Cradley 

SECOND SUNDAY  9.30 a.m. Mattins Storridge 
December 13  10.45 a.m. Parish Communion Live Streamed  Cradley 
Advent 3 6.00 p.m. Evensong (said, if restrictions remain) Mathon 

Wednesday 16 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said)  Cradley
 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Live Streamed Cradley 

Saturday 19  4.00 p.m. A Service of Christmas Music and Readings Cradley 
  (Live-Streamed, if possible) 

THIRD SUNDAY 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion Storridge 
December 20  10.45 a.m. Morning Service – Lay led Live Streamed Cradley 
Advent 4 6.00 p.m. Christmas by Torchlight Mathon 

Tuesday 22  5.00 p.m.  A Storridge Literary Christmas Storridge 

Wednesday 23  10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) Cradley 
 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Live Streamed Mathon 

Thursday December 24 3.00 p.m. Carols in the Churchyard Live Streamed  Cradley 
CHRISTMAS EVE 11.30 p.m. Midnight Mass Live Streamed  Cradley 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Friday December 25 9.30 a.m. Family Service followed by shortened Communion Mathon 
 9.30 a.m. Christmas Communion Storridge
 10.45 a.m. Christmas Communion Cradley 

FOURTH SUNDAY  
December 27 9.30 a.m. Benefice Communion Storridge 
St.John the Evangelist  

Wednesday 30 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) Cradley
 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Live Streamed Cradley 

Church Services in January 2021 

FIRST SUNDAY 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion Mathon 

January 3 10.45 a.m. Family Service Live Streamed Cradley 
Christmas 2 4.00 p.m. Evensong Storridge 

From the Registers 
Funerals 
9 November Henry John Owen Hereford Crematorium 
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MATHON CHURCH MATTERS 

At the Annual Parochial Church meeting held on 
Wednesday 28th October Karen Seymour and Nick 
Walker were thanked for all their hard work as 
Churchwardens during the last year and both were re-
elected for the ensuing year. 

There is much concern regarding the loss of income 
due to cancelled services and lack of fund-raising 
activities because of the virus crisis. It is most 
gratifying that a number of people have already made 
donations in this respect and it is hoped that others 
may follow. 

It is not yet possible to forecast how regulations will 
affect December and Christmas services. It is 
therefore suggested that you check the web page 
www.mathonchurch.org.uk/index. 

Weekly services continue to be live streamed from 
Cradley at 10.45 a.m. on Sunday mornings and 
Evening Prayer (said) from Mathon on Wednesday 
evenings at 6.30 p.m. Connection details are also 
available on our website. 

SP  

MATHON CHURCH 

READERS 

 6 December Mrs Cutler, Mr Walker 
13 December Mr Vivian, Mrs Pugh 
20 December Carol Service 
25 December Mr Walker, Mrs Seymour 
27 December Service Storridge 

SIDESMEN 

 6 December Mr McKerracher 
13 December Mrs Pugh 
20 December Mr Crouch 
25 December Mrs Seymour 
27 December Service Storridge 

K.B.S. 

What a Year it has been, some say how quickly time 
has passed but for others it has been a complete trial.  
We have heard of so many celebrations, 
anniversaries, special holidays that have all been 
cancelled.  For us it was our 50th Wedding anniversary 
so the celebration in April with the family and our best 
man and bridesmaids was cancelled as was our 
anniversary cruise (now rebooked for 2021?) 

It seems such a long time ago that we were able to 
get together, last time was in February.  Roy and I 
tried to put together an afternoon tea party but the rule 
of 6 meant that could not happen.  We will, if we are 
permitted, try to arrange our usual Christmas/New 
Year dinner in January 2021, so keep a look out for 
the email or telephone call, later this month. 

Do have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year, circumstances permitting.  In the meantime, 
Stay Safe. 

God’s blessings to you all. 

ALAN & ANGELA JAMEISON 

01886 880687 

http://www.mathonchurch.org.uk/index_m.php
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EXCERPTS FROM PARISH 
MAGAZINES 

CRADLEY PARISH MAGAZINE 
NOVEMBER 1896 continued 

Dairy Class: Cradley Parish Council contacted 
Hereford County Council with a view to having a 
course of instruction in the making of butter. A class 
was formed and met on each day from Monday, 12th 
October to Friday, 16th under the instruction of Miss 
Wyer. It would be difficult to find a more effective 
teacher. 

She knew her subject thoroughly and had a most 
easy way of explaining the many details connected 
with butter-making. We wished more had availed 
themselves of the opportunity, for everyone who did 
was delighted with the course. English women have it 
in their power, by careful attention to every detail of 
the work, to make butter with which no foreigner can 
compete and by doing which they will put a vast 
amount of money into English pockets which now 
goes into those foreigners’. On the last day of the 
course, there was a competition amongst those who 
had attended throughout. Mr Joseph, of Malvern Link, 
the well-known judge of butter making, having been 
asked to adjudicate, pronouncing the class to be a 
very even one adjudged the first three to be: Mrs 
Mercer, Miss F Clews, and Miss A Perrige, to whom 
prizes were consequently awarded by the Parish 
Council in the proportion of 10s, 5s and 2s 6d.  

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Parish 
Council more particularly to Messrs P Holt, Ledgard, 
and G Smith for the great pains they had taken to 
make it a success and to Miss Wyer and Mr Joseph 
for their valuable service.  

Baptisms: 

September 27th Lilian Hannah daughter of Charles 
   and Lily Allen 
October 18th  Ethel May daughter of Thomas  
   William and Mary Archer 

Marriage: 

September 24th Richard Prince and Laura Gibbs 

Burial: 

October 15th  James Clarke, aged 56 years 

CONTRIBUTED BY JOAN PROSSER 
Member of Heritage Group 

 DEFIBRILLATORS 
We have received enquiries about the operation of the 
Cradley and Storridge defibrillators being temporarily 
suspended. The Clerk of Cradley and Storridge Parish 
Council tells us that the reason for this is that the 
Volunteer Emergency Telephone System (VETS) is 
not in operation at present due we understand to the 
Covid-19 restrictions, but the actual defibrillators 
(which the Parish Council pay to maintain) are in full 
working order. We hope that normal service will 
resume before too long.  In the meantime call 999 in 
an emergency. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE 
CRADLEY MATHON AND 

STORRIDGE NEWSLETTER 
Covid-19 lockdowns since March meant that we were 
not allowed nor technically able to provide a printed 
copy for several months earlier this year. Whilst we 
were able to produce a very effective online edition 
(and we provided printed copies of each issue for 
those with no access to it) we accept that our regular 
readers were deprived of their printed copy.  From a 
financial viewpoint, we have been adversely affected.  
The Covid-19 pandemic had a deleterious effect on 
some of our advertisers’ businesses,  and we took the 
decision to waive advertising fees during the months 
we were unable to print the Newsletter, a move which 
was well received by all  

Against this background an increase in the 
subscription rate (currently £1 per issue and £8 for the 
year’s 12 issues) might well have be justified, but we 
have decided to keep the printed edition subscription 
rate for 2021 at the existing level.   

Subscribers should pay their annual subscription as 
they have done in the past, but to protect our 
distributors we are asking for the money to be placed 
in an envelope, either including the form to be found 
on page 5 or the name and address of the subscriber, 
and the sealed envelope handed to the deliverer. We 
are developing the means to receive the annual 
subscription either through our online edition using 
PayPal, or permitting subscribers to pay our Bank 
direct by BACS and we will provide details to those 
who contact the Newsletter requesting our bank 
details.  

We are also receiving subscriptions for digital only 
editions of the Newsletter.  At present the website 
contains downloadable copies of the previous three 
issues but not the current issue. Online subscribers 
will have access to the current issue as soon as it is 
published.   

We are of course immensely grateful to all our loyal 
readers;  and we hope that should the world begin to 
return to  pre Covid normality we shall soon have 
much pleasure in reporting on the resumption of all 
those village events and activities which sadly aren’t 
occurring at the moment. 

ROBERT COLLEDGE 
EDITOR DECEMBER EDITION 



5 

 

 

(HENRY) JOHN OWEN 

Sylvia and family send heartfelt thank yous for all the 
cards, kind messages and flowers received on the 
recent death of John. 

 

Subscription Payment 

Please complete this form and include it in an envelope with your payment to hand to your 

distributor. 

 

Name:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Payment Method:  Cash    £8 exact money please—your distributor will not handle 

       any cash) 

    Cheque  Payable to Cradley PCC Magazine ACC  

    Other  If you wish to pay by BACS, please ask your distributor 

       for bank accounts details 

 

Sunday 6 December 

CRADLEY CHURCH 100 CLUB 

The November winners were: 

1st Jen Dunford 
2nd Maurice Taylor 
3rd Ann  Howe. 

IAN BAILEY 

01886 884682 
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The internet is a fantastic resource for people 
searching for that special something for friends, family 
and loved ones in the run up to Christmas, but it also 
presents opportunities for fraudsters to set up scams. 
Every year there is a spike in financial loss as a result 
of cybercrime around the festive period due to an 
increase in people shopping online. 

1) Don’t Transfer Money – Always pay for items you 
buy online by card on a secure payment page, by 
cheque or by cash, in person. However desperate 
you are to secure an item, never transfer money 
into the seller’s account, as you may never see the 
goods or your money ever again. 

2) Check that Payment Pages are Secure – Before 
you enter your card details on a payment page, 
make sure it is secure by checking that the 
address starts with ‘https’ (the ‘s’ stands for 
‘secure’) and there’s a padlock or unbroken key 
symbol in the browser window. 

3) Use a Credit Card – Still talking about payments, 
remember that you have more chance of getting 
your money back in the event of problems if you 
pay by credit card rather than debit card. Some 
sellers may charge a premium, but it could well be 
worth the extra for your peace of mind. 

4) Use Auction Sites Safely – At Christmas time, 
many of us buy from online auction sites. Always 
use trusted and well-known payment methods 
instead of paying sellers directly. Read the site and 
seller’s conditions. And for your personal safety if 
you’re collecting in person, take someone with you 
or let people know where you’re going. 

5) Check Out Bargains With Care – If you find or 
are emailed about an item that seems just too 
much of a bargain, it could be a scam, fake goods 
or it doesn’t match the description. Remember, if it 
seems too good to be true, it probably is. 

6) Use Social Networks Safely – Social networks 
are a popular medium for scams – and are 
becoming increasingly so. If you see a post 
promising something free of charge, free entry to a 
Christmas competition with a fantastic prize, or 
perhaps an offer that seems just too good to be 
true, consider very carefully before following it up. 

7) Look After That New Smartphone or Tablet – If 
you’re buying or get bought a new smartphone or 
tablet, protect it by downloading a reputable 
internet security app, and make sure it’s 
safeguarded with a PIN. Install parental control 
software on kids’ mobile devices, and chat to them 
about how to use the internet safely. 

8) Check Bank Statements – Check your bank and 
credit card accounts regularly for irregular or 
unauthorised transactions. If you spot any entries 
you don’t recognise, contact your bank without 
delay. Make sure your bank has your up-to-date 
contact details so they can alert you if they spot 
anything unusual. 

If you think you have been a victim of fraud: 

Report it to Action Fraud, the UK’s national fraud 

reporting centre by calling 0300 123 20 40 or by 

visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk/ 

ONLINE SHOPPING 
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Carrying on from my article of November, first an 
update on the likely discovery of phosphene in the 
upper atmosphere of Venus through spectral analysis. 
The groundbreaking critical reviewed paper 
announced by the press, has been disputed by some 
organisations then some critical comments retracted; 
but those papers have yet to be peer reviewed, so the 
jury is still out. A definite test will be when SOFIA , 
NASA’s 747 jet carrying far infrared telescope facility, 
which makes stratospheric flights above much of our 
infrared absorbing atmosphere to look at distant star 
forming nebula regions, can be rescheduled to do so 
to make far infrared spectral observations of Venus. 
Archive data from past satellites passing or orbiting 
Venus will also be re-analysed looking for signatures 
of phosphene for possible verification. The certainty 
required for most discoveries is very high. 

In the next few years there are several rovers to 
Mars to be launched looking for any form of carbon 
based former embryonic life, this will include drilling 
under the surface. Jupiter icy moons orbital mission 
JUICE is soon to be launched for its ten years voyage 
to the Jupiter moons system, to radar scan under the 
sheets of Europa and Ganymede. Then years ahead, 
there is the now planned Dragonfly mission to land a 
robotic helicopter to hop around in the nitrogen 
atmosphere of Saturn’s Moon Titan with its incredibly 
cold methane lakes. The tiny Moon Enceladus, known 
to have a region of geysers of water vapour was 
investigated by the Cassini probe before it was 
running out of fuel and so was crashed into Saturn.  

This December, Jupiter and Saturn are in the closest 
angular alignment they have been for hundreds of 
years, but set in the West very early. It is still 
worthwhile looking out for the bright pink planet Mars 
now have just past its closest to us, between south 
and southwest, and then again Venus as a morning 
star in the east showing as a crescent in binoculars.  

It should be worth looking out for the Geminid meteor 
shower around December 17, favourable this year 
because it will be dark as it is New Moon. Gemini is 
east in the early evening above a little least of Orion, 
but if by chance it is clear the meteor shower of 
several per hour bright streaks should be visible 
anywhere across the sky. Best to wrap up, just using 
your eyes in a chair or deckchair, and get dark 
adapted for at least 10 minutes. 

From December through January we have a lot of 
celestial objects worthy of viewing by binoculars. A 
celestial map is here, select December. https://
astronomynow.com/uk-sky-chart/ 

In the early December evening the constellation of 
Pegasus, the square, 
is still favourably 
placed to the south to 
South-West. 
Diagonally from 
bottom right is a 
beautiful globular 
cluster of many stars 
M15, gravitationally 
bound together, a 

nice binocular object. It has recently been found that it 

has a large black hole within it. More on black holes 
later and next month. 

Almost due west 
above the horizon is 
the constellation 
Cygnus, the 
Northern Cross, with 
its beautiful 
binocular double star 
at the bottom, 
Albireo of blue and 
gold; and below that, 

the constellation of Aquila, above which is a relic of an 
exploded star, the dumbbell nebula Messier 27. A little 
further round half way between the bottom two stars 
of Lyra, (which looks like a skewed trapezium), there 
is another called the ring nebula M57 which is easily 
seen with binoculars. These are the expanding 
ejected envelopes of formerly massive stars.  

Stars are born from collapsing interstellar clouds of 
hydrogen and helium called diffuse nebulae, the gas 
was formed one minute after the big bang of the 
creation of the universe, 13.8 billion years ago. There 
are many interstellar clouds in every galaxy of over 
100,000 million stars. Some collapse breaking up to 
form individual groups of proto-stars. The density of a 
proto-star builds up until the core temperature reaches 
15,000,000° where the nucleus of hydrogen atoms at 
their huge collision speeds occasionally fuse to form 
helium. The mass difference between the constituent 
hydrogen and the resultant helium is given off as 
radiating energy, gamma rays. They take up to 30,000 
years to get to the surface of the new star and to 
appear as visible light, sustaining them for most of 
their life time, as in the sun. The larger the star the 
shorter its lifetime by a very large factor. The sun is 
4.7 billion years old, halfway through its life. At the 
end with no more hydrogen in the core, it will expand 
taking out the inner planets and gradually shrink. Most 
stars at the end of their life become fast spinning very 
dense white dwarfs about the size of the earth.  

Very massive stars do not stop evolving when 
running out of hydrogen in their core, the core 
collapse can get to 150,000,000°and then helium can 
fuse into carbon, emitting more energy and then a 
synthesis sequence of heavier elements up to iron. At 
that point the core completely collapses absorbing 
rather than giving out energy and the outer layers 
bounce off as a supernova which can briefly be as 
bright as a whole galaxy. The ejected shell expands 
rapidly into interstellar space mostly emitting a green 
light from excited oxygen atoms. These are the 
planetary nebulae. The hurtling shock front 
compressing the surrounding interstellar gas, emits 
hydrogen alpha red light. For the dumbbell nebula, the 
inner conical shape is because the white dwarf 
remaining star at the centre is spinning rapidly with its 
magnetic field inclined to the spin axis.  

For a supernova, all the heavier elements are formed 
in that moment and blasted into interstellar space 
throughout the galaxy. That mixes with the hydrogen 
and helium interstellar clouds to enrich them with 
these heavier elements to form next generations of 

THE NIGHT SKY - IS THERE LIFE OUT THERE?  

https://astronomynow.com/uk-sky-chart/
https://astronomynow.com/uk-sky-chart/
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stars. The sun has possibly up to 20 generations of 
material within it; it cannot generate them itself. It is 
the heavier elements left over that form the planets of 
the inner solar system, of which we are made. The 
lighter weight elements got blown off from the planets 
closest to the sun, but the outer planets are still made 
of hydrogen helium. We now know of at least 3000 
planet systems around our nearby stars. All very 
different from our own. 

Some massive stars in their final collapse go beyond 
the white dwarf stage of compression, where 
compacted electrons in the core still can’t support 
them. Then the electrons combine with the nuclear 
protons into electrically neutral neutrons which can be 
compacted far greater having no electric charge 
repulsion. A neutron star will have the mass of the 
typical star but only a few kilometres across and 
spinning at up to 1000 times a second. If this cannot 
support the star then it collapses into a black hole. 
Black holes have an outer boundary called the event 
horizon within which not even light can escape. The 
basic properties of a black hole are mass, electrical 
charge considered zero, and spin rate. There has 
been much modelling and discussion as to what 
happens to normally traceable information on to that 
oblivion. One would never see the actual final collapse 
as time slows down to zero on the point of no return, 
the event horizon. 

There is roughly one supernova per galaxy every 
400 years, so astronomers only have to image 400 
galaxies a year to see one. A certain type results from 
hydrogen gas being gradually drawn off a binary 
companion star which builds the up to a critical level 
to a nuclear explosion and so always go to the same 
illumination level, as bright as a whole galaxy. These 
are standard candle beacons across the universe, and 
form an effective method of determining the size and 
scale of the universe. 

Moving back to the square of Pegasus to the top left 
star then diagonally two stars up and then right-angle 
two up, is the great andromeda spiral galaxy Messier 
31, a huge fuzzy blob in binoculars several degrees 
across. It is the furthest thing that can be seen by the 
human eye alone at about 1.5 million light years 
distance. A spiral galaxy of over 300,000 million stars, 
very similar to the Milky Way and by chance heading 
towards us. Thousands of millions years to come it will 
pass through our Milky Way galaxy and then come 
back and eventually merge. There is so much space 
between the stars there won’t be any collisions. My 
image of M31 was taken with a long focal length lens 
camera using the telescope drive and autoguider 
camera to compensate for the Earth’s rotation during 
the long exposure.  

Later in the evening and viewing south we can see 
the constellation of Orion, the red star Betelgeuse top 
left, is a super-giant star with a diameter about half 
that of the solar system, some 500 light years away; 
the only star after the sun where it’s disc can be 
resolved. Orion is easily recognised for its mid 
diagonal belt of three stars. Below that with binoculars 
there is a huge bright diffuse nebula of hydrogen and 
helium gas, the great Orion nebula M42, 1000 light 
years away. 

My image if viewing online; shows mostly red from 
the emission of hydrogen alpha light. That is because 
the electrons around the nuclei of the hydrogen atoms 
in the nebulae have been kicked out by ultraviolet light 
from the newly born stars, then returning, jumping 
down the hydrogen atom energy levels and finally 
between third and second level which gives off the 
energy as deep red photons of light. It is a typical 
birthplace of new stars. The density of these nebulae 
is just a few atoms per cubic metre and the 
temperature near -270° C, typical of outer space. 
There are huge numbers of diffuse nebulae across the 
galaxy and I have imaged many.  

About one new star is formed in the galaxy every 
year. The Milky Way galaxy is over 100,000 light 
years across, with over 300,000 million stars of all 
sizes. We only see the nearer ones, up to a few 1000 
light years that are very bright, far brighter than the 
sun. The sun at even 100 light years would not be 
visible. 

I will conclude this article in the January issue where 
I will talk about super massive black holes and the 
nature of space time and the universe itself. 

CHRIS BADDILEY 
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR  
 

A CHRISTMAS SERVICE  

of  

LESSONS AND CAROLS  
to be led by  

TRINITY SINGERS 

at 

ST JAMES’ CHURCH, CRADLEY 
ON 

SATURDAY  

19th DECEMBER 

AT 4 p.m. 
 

(government guidelines permitting) 
 

THE SERVICE WILL ALSO BE LIVE-STREAMED  

IF POSSIBLE 
at 

http://www.cradleychurch.org.uk/services_m.php 
 

A collection to support the work of Cradley church will  be 

held as normal in the church and online: 
http://www.cradleychurch.org.uk/donate_m.php 

Please give generously 
 

Please book your place in the church by phoning  

Pauline Diplock on 01886 880078 
as numbers have to be restricted 

http://www.cradleychurch.org.uk/services_m.php
http://www.cradleychurch.org.uk/donate_m.php
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Having your car broken into and losing your things to 
thieves can be very distressing. Here are a few simple 
steps you can take to keep your vehicle, and what’s in 
it, safe. 

) Always lock it. Fuelling up or popping back into 
your house to get something are perfect examples 
of how easy it is to turn your back for a moment 
and forget your vehicle is unsecured. So get into 
the habit of locking your vehicle even if you’re only 
going to be away from it for a moment. 

) Close windows and the sun roof to prevent 
‘fishing’. Leaving windows and the sunroof open 
invites fishing for items through the gap by hand or 
with, say, a bent coat hanger, which could also be 
used to unlock a door for them to get in. Thieves 
can be ingenious. Don’t give them the opportunity. 

) Secure your number plates with tamper-
resistant screws. The easiest way to change the 
identity of a stolen vehicle or avoid speeding 
tickets and parking tickets is to fit stolen number 
plates. Using security screws to attach your 
vehicle’s number plates makes it harder for thieves 
to get your number.  

) Take it with you or hide it. Your mobile phone, 
coins for the car park, sunglasses, packs of 
medication or other items that can earn quick cash 
are irresistible to the opportunist thief. Remember, 
the cost of replacing a window is often much more 
than that of what’s stolen. And it should go without 
saying that wallets, handbags, purses and credit 
cards should never be left in an unattended 
vehicle.  

) Hide electrical items and leave no clues. 
Leaving sat Nav mounts, suction cup marks on 
windows or cables on view gives it away that you 
have left a Sat Nav, smartphone or other device in 
your car. Even if they can’t see the Sat Nav or iPad 
they might still break in to see if it’s stored in the 
car, out of sight. 

) Tool theft from vans. Vans are often targeted by 
thieves for the tools stored inside. If you have to 
leave tools in a van overnight, it's a good idea to 
mark them clearly with your name / company name 
and address using paint pens and seal with a clear 
lacquer spray. Alternatively, you can use a variety 
of other property marking systems. Items that are 
clearly marked are less desirable and more difficult 
to sell on. Consider using a lockable cabinet within 
your van to store tools – a number of security rated 
products are available. Small cameras are also 
designed to record inside vehicles. You can also 
take photographs of items of value, make a note of 

the serial numbers and consider registering them 
online at a property register site. 

) Park in well-lit and busier areas. It can take less 
than 30 seconds to break into a vehicle. Parking in 
well-lit areas and busy streets increases the 
chances of a thief being seen, so they’ll probably 
steer clear. 

) Take your documents with you. Having a 
vehicle’s registration and insurance documents 
could let a thief pretend to be the owner. Which 
means they could sell it on quite easily. So, never 
leave any documents in the vehicle. 

) Catalytic converter theft. The precious metal in 
catalytic converters has led to an increase in their 
theft. To keep yours safe, ask your car dealer if 
they can give you any advice on locks or guards 
that are approved by the vehicle manufacturer. 
Alternatively, try to make sure your vehicle is 
parked in a garage overnight, or if you have a 
commercial vehicle park it in a secure compound. 
If this isn’t possible, park in an area that’s well-lit 
and overlooked and try to park so that the 
convertor can’t be easily reached by potential 
thieves. Vehicles that sit high above the road are 
particularly vulnerable. You should also register 
your converter and mark it with a forensic marker, 
which will make it harder for thieves to dispose of. 

HOW TO KEEP YOUR  
VEHICLE SAFE AND SOUND 
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JESSICA’S DREAM 

Jessica was in detention again. Her last detention had 
lasted for a whole day – it seemed like months - and 
who knew how long they were going to be stuck 
indoors this time? So she couldn’t go to play netball 
with her mates and she certainly couldn’t go out 
shopping. The cafe would have to close early – so it 
would be shut by the time she was let out. It was even 
more annoying because she hadn’t done anything 
wrong. But lots of other people in her year had broken 
the rules so she had to suffer along with them. The 
headmaster was a buffoon who desperately needed a 
proper haircut. He and his staff really didn’t seem to 
be able to do anything properly. And the other 
teachers only stayed in the job as long as they agreed 
with the head. They just made up the rules as they 
went along. Some people had to follow the rules and 
others didn’t – it just depended on who your mates 
were. They couldn’t even mark the spelling and 
arithmetic tests properly and they had totally lost track 
of how many people were supposed to be in 
detention. So half the kids who should have been 
there didn’t show up and no one did anything about it. 

Still, it could have been worse. She might have had 
to go to the bigger school on the other side of town. 
The head teacher there was even more unbelievably 
stupid, sported a fake tan and an even worse haircut. 
No one could understand how he’d got the job in the 
first place. He had to face a governor’s meeting soon 
to try to justify his position. Would he get away with 
murder again or would they sack him? 

But at last the school bell rang – Jessica was free to 
go. But that wasn’t the school bell - she left school 
more years ago than she cared to remember. It was 
the alarm clock. So had all that had been just a really 
bad dream? Was it back to reality now, at the 
beginning of April 2021? She was 47 years old and 
worked as Marketing Director in a fast growing hi- 
tech company. It was a great job, challenging, but no 
two days were the same and it paid very well. So life 
would go on as usual and everything was going to be 
just fine. After some extraordinary events on both 
sides of the Atlantic, Boris Johnson had been forced 
to resign in disgrace and Trump had been soundly 
beaten in the US presidential election. In Number 10 
the leader of a national coalition government had 
worked hard to cancel Brexit, get the virus under 
control and come up with an economic recovery plan. 
In Washington the new President had united the 
nation to combat racism, introduce stricter gun 
controls and build a more tolerant society. 

Nicola Sturgeon and Kamala Harris - dream team, 
nightmare or April fools? 

IAN THOMPSON 

PREDATORY BIRD MONITORING 
SCHEME 

This autumn we have been surprised to find three 
dead young Buzzards and a dead Tawny Owl when 
out walking in the Parish. Having never come across 
so many dead birds before, we contacted an 
organisation who do post-mortems on the birds to try 
and establish the cause of death. Sadly, the birds we 
found were too decomposed to be of use to them but 
if anyone finds a newly dead owl or buzzard then 
please put it in a sealed bag and pop it in the freezer. 
You then contact the Predatory Bird Monitoring 
Scheme who will send you a postage pre-paid box to 
return the dead bird to them. Their number is 01524 
595830 or use the contact page on 
www.pbms.ceh.ac.uk 

BRUCE AND SARAH HERRIOT 

Cradley Mathon & Storridge 

TEENY TOTS 
play group 

 
welcomes parents or carers and little ones 

(age 0-5) to stay and play.  

Thursdays at Storridge Village Hall 

10.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon. 

(£2 per family, includes a snack)

Occasionally meets at Cradley School.  

Come and join in! 

For information please contact: 

Rachel: 07790890183  

Annie: 01886 880964  
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MATHON PARISH COUNCIL  

A virtual Zoom meeting was held at 7.30 p.m. on 4th 
November 2020. 

County Cllr—Co Cllr Tony Johnson reported that the 
present Chief Executive would be leaving the County 
Council in April 2021, as well as the Director of Public 
Health. Both had done an outstanding job, with the 
Covid levels for Herefordshire being the 8th lowest in 
the country. Co Cllr Johnson will be writing to the 
Minister regarding charging points for electric cars. 
Charging points at the moment were not run by one 
organisation, which will cause problems in the future 
when electric cars will be more commonly used. He 
was also writing to North Herefordshire MP Bill Wiggin 
regarding the access to a proposed development for 
625 houses in Ledbury. Only one access to the site on 
the Bosbury/Ledbury road was proposed, which would 
cause significant traffic problems not only to Ledbury 
but also to Bosbury, Wellington Heath, Coddington, 
Mathon and Colwall. Virtually all residents of these 
villages would be affected. The Clerk was asked to 
send a supporting letter from Mathon Parish Council 
to Bill Wiggin.  

Parish Hall—Cllr Sam Harte confirmed that the 
Parish Hall still remained closed, as the amount of 
Covid related work required to open it was still quite 
onerous. A meeting of the Parish Hall Committee 
would be held on 11th November.  

Parish Map—Cllr N Walker reported that Jeffrey 
White had prepared four backing sections, and would 
be putting the map together at home. The map would 
then be transported to the Parish Hall for putting into 
place on the wall. 

Website Accessibility Regulations—The Council 
approved the Public Accessibility statement to be 
posted onto the Parish Council website.  

The Cliffe Arms—The Clerk confirmed that planning 
applications Nos 201982/201983 had been Refused 
by Herefordshire Planning. The applicant has six 
months in which to appeal against this decision.  

Date of next Meeting - 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 6th 
January 2021 

DIANA TAYLOR (MRS)   
Clerk to Mathon PC   

01684 569430   
E-Mail: dtaylormathonclerk235@gmail.com  

9, Lambourne Avenue, Malvern, Worcs WR14 1NL  
Website: www.mathonparishcouncil.co.uk 

CRADLEY VILLAGE HALL 
 

BOOKINGS 
 

Hire our picturesque 15th-century venue 
for your event 

 

  Cradley, Mathon and Storridge     
  Residents/Organizations       £7 per hour 

 

  For those outside 
  the three villages      £35 per hour 
 

For further details and bookings contact 
Jeff White on 01886 880000 

or book online at cradleyvillagehall.org.uk 
 

HERITAGE COLLECTION 
 

EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON 
2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

SUSPENDED AT PRESENT 

FREE COMPUTER USE AND    
SUPPORT FOR ALL 

 

MONDAY MORNINGS 
10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOONS 
2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

SUSPENDED AT PRESENT 

POST OFFICE 
 

BUSINESS AS USUAL AT TIME OF PUB-
LICATION. SEE VILLAGE HALL NOTICE-

BOARDS OR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR 
ANY CHANGES 

 
MONDAY MORNINGS 

9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS 

1.00 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. 
 

CRADLEY ‘LIBRARY’ 

FREE BOOK EXCHANGE, OR TAKE AWAY 
FOR A SMALL DONATION TO HALL FUNDS. 

HARDBACKS, PAPERBACKS, 
DVDS AND CDS, CHILDREN’S  BOOKS 

 
You can book the Hall, 
buy tickets for events, 

and sign up for email notification of 
up and coming events online at 
www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk 

http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk
http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk
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December 1st 1135: King Henry l died - he fell ill after 
eating too many lampreys the previous week and 
never recovered. 

December 3rd 1984: At a pesticide plant in Bhopal, 
India, owned by the Union Carbide Company, one of 
the world’s biggest industrial accidents occurred. A 
storage tank ruptured with the result that a cloud of 
poisonous gas spread through the city. Official figures 
show that over 3000 people died and more than 
500,000 were injured. However it is widely believed 
that the real figures were much higher.  
In 1989, after prolonged litigation, the company paid 
$470 million in compensation. 

December 9th 1991: It was revealed that at least £420 
million was missing from company pension schemes 
controlled by Robert Maxwell who had died in 
mysterious circumstances the previous month. 

December 12th 1982: At Greenham Common in 
Berkshire more than 20,000 women linked arms, 
encircling the airbase, in protest at a plan to site US 
Cruise missiles with nuclear warheads there the 
following year. The missiles were removed in 1991 but 
the protests continued until the year 2000. 

December 14th 1926: Agatha Christie, who had 
disappeared from her home in Surrey on December 
3rd, was found in a hotel in Harrogate where she had 
registered under an assumed name. The reasons 
behind her disappearance and her whereabouts in the 
meantime remain a mystery. 

December 16th 1988: Edwina Currie, a junior health 
minister in Margaret Thatcher’s government, was 
forced to resign after claiming that most British eggs 
are infected with salmonella. Egg sales slumped and 
producers demanded compensation. 

December 17th 1538: Pope Paul lll excommunicated 
Henry Vlll. In 1530 Henry had already been 
threatened with excommunication by the previous 
Pope, Clement Vll, who declared his annulment of his 
marriage to Catherine of Aragon unlawful and his 
subsequent marriage to Anne Boleyn null and void.  

December 18th 1737: Antonio Stradivari died at his 
home in Cremona, Italy. He designed and made 
violins, cellos and violas which were then, and still are 
today, widely acknowledged as the best the world has 
ever seen. 

December 19th 2018: Gatwick airport was paralyzed 
by reports of drone sightings close to the runway. The 
runway was closed for 33 hours and about 1,000 
flights were cancelled or delayed. The police suspect 
that the person or persons responsible for the illegal 
drone activity had an inside knowledge of airport 
operations but no one has been brought to court. 
However substantial damages were paid to a couple 
who claimed to have been wrongfully arrested. 

December 21st 1978: Chancellor Denis Healey 
brushed off an attack on his policies by Geoffrey 
Howe as “like being savaged by a dead sheep”. 

December 25th 1741: Anders Celsius introduced his 
new temperature scale. According to the original 
version of the scale water would freeze at 100º and 
boil at 0º. 

December 28th 1963: The satirical BBC television 
programme That Was The Week That Was aired for 
the last time. Politicians were nervous about the idea 
of David Frost and his team discussing their policies 
and proposals in an election year. For a while the 
BBC had already been instructed to remove from the 
show any mention of sensitive issues such as sex, 
religion, royalty and politics. 

December 29th 1860: The Royal Navy’s first ironclad 
warship, HMS Warrior was launched. At 9201 tons 
she was the largest, fastest and most powerful 
warship of her day, armed with 40 guns and manned 
by a crew of over 750 sailors.  

December 30th 1916: Grigory Rasputin was murdered 
in St Petersburg. His behaviour had scandalised 
Russian society but the royal family persistently 
defended him against all accusations. A member of 
parliament and a nephew of the Tsar first tried to 
poison him. When this method failed they shot him 
and then threw him into a river where he eventually 
died by drowning.  

December 31st 1891: The new immigration center on 
Ellis Island, New York, was ready to be opened in the 
New Year. It would be more suitable for dealing with 
large numbers of immigrants than the old facilities at 
the Battery on Manhattan Island. 

IAN THOMPSON 

ON THIS DAY 
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Dear all 

As the days draw in and we approach the turning 
point of the year, I really do hope that we are 
approaching a turning point in the Covid pandemic. As 
I write, we’ve just had the very welcome news of 
progress on a vaccine – perhaps by the time this 
newsletter is published we will be closer to rolling it 
out, to the most vulnerable first. I do hope so! 

But in the meantime, there will be many more 
months in which our best defence against the virus is 
still our own behaviour. Washing hands, wearing a 
face covering, making space through social 
distancing … these measures are vital to protect 
ourselves and each other.  

Although Herefordshire has not been as hard hit as 
many other places, every life lost to Covid is a tragedy 
so it’s essential that we keep our guard up. It seems 
that the highest risks of all are in social settings – 
including in workplace interactions between 
colleagues – so please, everyone, do be careful! 

Clearly Christmas won’t be the same this year, but I 
do hope that for all of us there will be a chance to 
reconnect with loved ones in some way – and to rest, 
reflect, and find new energy for the new year. I hope 
2021 will be an opportunity to rebuild in a better way, 
especially for those whose lives and livelihoods have 
been most disrupted by the pandemic. 

For the council, as for families and businesses, 2020 
has been a challenging year. Council staff worked 
their socks off back in the spring to support the 
community in the first lockdown (housing the 
homeless, delivering care and support to those 
shielding, disbursing grants to businesses in record 
time) – and they’ve geared up to do it again this 
autumn. Doubtless there will be more challenges to 
come through the winter, but I am just so grateful to all 
of the council staff – and the community volunteers – 
who have pulled together and gone way above and 
beyond the call of duty to serve everyone in 
Herefordshire. 

As usual at this time of year, the council will soon be 
consulting on the budget. Frustratingly, central 
government has not yet told local authorities how 
much money they will be giving us next year – and 
they have not fully reimbursed us for all the additional 
costs and financial impacts of dealing with Covid. So 
as things stand we are facing some very difficult 
decisions.  

Tax is the way that we pay collectively for things that 
we cannot do individually. Our biggest costs as a 
council are social care, especially looking after the 
most vulnerable children and elderly residents. Many 
residents don’t have direct contact with these parts of 
our work, and perhaps might simply assume that the 

main role of the council is dealing with planning, roads 
and bins. 

But it’s key to remember that the core statutory 
duties of the council relate to looking after the most 
vulnerable in our community – and if central 
government won’t fund this properly, we will face very 
difficult financial decisions. So as a council we are 
reviewing our budgets for next year to ensure we’re 
spending every penny as effectively as possible. I 
hope that those of us who can afford to pay a little 
extra council tax to support fellow residents will be 
glad to do so, while the council also puts in place 
additional support for those that would struggle to pay. 
Please keep an eye out for the budget consultation 
here: https://consultations.herefordshire.gov.uk/
consultations, and do share your views. 

There will also be another key consultation coming 
up soon, on the Waste strategy, so please keep an 
eye out for that too! 

There’s also an opportunity to make your voice 
heard on the future of Hereford city. The Stronger 
Hereford survey will feed into the independent Town 
Board’s work developing an Investment Plan. More 
info here: https://www.strongerhereford.co.uk/ 

Moving on now to local ward issues: 

First, road safety. As you probably know this is a top 
priority for me & I’ve recently been working with 
residents in Cradley, Fromes Hill and Munderfield to 
try to make progress. There have been delays this 
year to the regular schedule of speed monitoring by 
the Road Safety Partnership (due to lockdown) but I’m 
chasing this in all three locations. I’m also very much 
encouraging the Parish Councils to apply to install 
Speed Indicator Devices. And I arranged for a 
Herefordshire Council officer to brief the Cradley & 
Storridge and Bishops Frome parish councils in 
October on the ‘Section 106’ funds that are available 
to invest in transport-related measures like this. I’m 
hopeful that we’ll see some progress soon. 

In Cradley specifically: 

• I’m chasing BBLP (Balfour Beatty Living Places) 
regularly for the major engineering works needed 
to alleviate the flooding by Cradley surgery, which 
is a serious hazard. I have been told this is near 
the top of the priority list now and am pushing for it 
to be done ASAP. 

• Similarly I’m chasing on the options appraisal for 
Ridgeway Cross, which was promised over a year 
ago in response to road safety concerns there. 
This is another project where traffic monitoring 
data collection has been delayed by Covid I’m 
afraid, but I haven’t forgotten it… 

HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 

https://consultations.herefordshire.gov.uk/consultations
https://consultations.herefordshire.gov.uk/consultations
https://www.strongerhereford.co.uk/
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• I’ve supported local residents who’ve been 
campaigning for the closure to traffic of the one-
way lane next to Pixiefields and I’m glad the parish 
council have submitted the formal request for this. 

• And I’ve been supporting the many local residents 
north of Cradley who’ve been very concerned 
about the serious disturbance caused by 
Motocross events. I hope that we will have a 
resolution to this situation soon. The situation there 
highlights the need for us all to be considerate of 
our neighbours. 

Today I saw a newspaper poster saying ‘Lockdown 
begins: let’s be kind’. It’s good advice, I think! Whether 
in lockdown or not, one of the things I have learned 
from 2020 is the timeless importance of kindness and 
good neighbours. 

I wish you all a peaceful Christmas with your loved 
ones, and a better, brighter 2021. 

ELLIE 

Please feel free to contact me about any local issues 
(see all my contact details below) 

To report a problem to the council (e.g. 
potholes):https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-it, 
or telephone: 01432 261800. 

Dr Ellie Chowns 
Herefordshire Council 

Ward Councillor for Bishops Frome and Cradley Ward 
Leader of the Green Group 

Cabinet Member for Environment, Economy and Skills 
Tel: 07950 714947/01531 670729 

Email: ellie.chowns@herefordshire.gov.uk 
https://www.facebook.com/CllrEllieChowns/ 

 

CRUMPTON HILL FARM SHOP 

Firstly, we would like to thank our customers for their 
continued support. 

We’ve started to have questions about our opening 
hours around Christmas and queries about placing orders. 
So that we can plan, we would welcome orders for 
Christmas as early as possible. Please email them to: 

 contact@crumptonhillfarmshop.com  

with your name, contact details and an ideal date that 
you’d like to collect your order.  

We will be prioritising slots in the week leading up to 
Christmas Day to our regular customers but where 
possible we will try and fit everyone in.  

If you have Facebook, please like our page ‘Crumpton 
Hill Farm Shop’ for updates on our opening times and any 
useful information that will be put up nearer the time. 

Please note a change in our opening time for Tuesdays. 
In order to allow us to get the fresh fruit and vegetables 
stocked up in time, we will now be open at 10.00 a.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays will remain 9 .00 a.m. until 4.00 
p.m. 

So, just as a reminder: 

Mondays - Closed 

Tuesdays - 10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m. 
Wednesdays - Orders only 

Thursdays - Orders only 

Fridays - 9.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m. 
Saturdays - 9.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m. 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-it
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CRADLEY SURGERY 

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year from 
everyone at the surgery. Coronavirus continues to 
dominate our lives, and attention to all our physical 
and mental health needs has never been more 
important. 

Our patients are waiting longer for hospital 
appointments and treatments and there are varying 
opinions about remote consultations at general 
practice and hospital levels. Some patients appreciate 
the convenience and safety of not having to travel, but 
some (on both sides) miss the personal and direct 
communication. 

Let’s pay tribute to our scientists working around the 
clock on a vaccine. More than ever we need the cool, 
level-headed systematic approach of science over 
kneejerk tweets and social media theories. 

Our sincere apologies for any anxiety and 
inconvenience caused by the closure of the surgery in 
November mandated by Public Health England with 
immediate (minutes) notice, because of coronavirus 
cases amongst the non-clinical staff. 

Dr Patsy would like to give personal praise to the 
surgery staff who have carried on working every day 
with resilience and good humour despite the immense 
pressure. 

We are here to help. Your health needs are 
important even if you worry about ‘bothering’ us right 
now. Please discuss any concerns with us at any 
time. 

Enjoy the festive season, however it might look. 
2021 will be a better year. Stay well 

CRADLEY W I 
November is usually Cradley WI annual meeting 
month, but slightly different this year as it was held by 
Zoom. 16 members ‘attended’ the meeting. Prior to 
the meeting every member was sent a copy of last 
year’s annual meeting minutes, the 2020 accounts 
and budget statement until March 2021, the annual 
report and the president’s report. Members were 
asked to return a form to approve (or not ) the reports. 
25 members responded and all the reports were 
agreed. The ladies volunteering to be on the 
committee were also approved and Maureen Sullivan 
was voted as president for the next year. Because of 
the uncertainty of COVID regulations a range of 
interesting Zoom speakers have been planned for the 
monthly meetings until March. This includes an extra 
meeting in January when we do not usually have a 
formal meeting but an open tea and cake afternoon. 
We’ll all be making our own tea and cakes for our 
meetings until March, but at least we don’t have to 
turn out to walk down a dark Rectory lane in the cold. 
It still isn’t the same as meeting each other face to 
face in our lovely Village Hall, and we look forward to 
‘resuming normal service’ as soon as possible. 

All members will be sent the programme of speakers 
and book club choices planned. The committee will 
keep the COVID guidance under review and replan 
the programme a few months at a time.  

After the annual meeting concluded, members were 
given some information about free zoom events 
Herefordshire Federation is organising. Then our 
treasurer Joy gave a really interesting presentation 
about her trip to Sri Lanka last year taking in among 
other things, World Heritage Sites and tasting local 
foods. In fact, the trip was all about locally prepared 
dishes and the warm hospitality of the Sri Lankan 
people was obvious.  

The 2020 WI membership has been extended until 
March 2021, but new members are most welcome to 
join under the ‘Try the WI’ scheme where it is only 
£10.75 to join from now until the end of March 2021. 
Any ladies interested please contact our secretary 
Sue Hyson 01886 880541 for an application form. You 
will be most welcome. 

A big thank you to everyone who continues to leave 
donations for the Bosbury food bank at Joy’s - 1 
Huntingdon, and to Joy for taking it to Bosbury. As 
Christmas approaches it is suggested some extra 
Christmas treats such as chocolates and biscuits 
would be appreciated by the food bank.  

Sending warm Christmas wishes to not only all WI 
members but also to everyone reading this and 
hoping 2021 will be happy and healthier for us all. 

MAUREEN SULLIVAN 
President Cradley WI 
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CRADLEY CHURCH TREASURE 
TRAIL  

Thank you to all those who purchased a Treasure 
Trail Entry Form.  

Not all of the forms were returned but I hope you all 
enjoyed the challenge, even if you didn’t complete the 
whole tour.  

Three entries scored 28 points out of 33, namely Di 
& Colin Merker, Ian & Sue Hyson, and Catherine 
Fuller. Well done to them all!  

Due to there being no church services due to Covid 
restrictions the draw took place at Cradley School and 
the winner of the £50.00 is Catherine Fuller.    

The answers we were looking for are:  

1) Morgan Cars. Wheels! (Peter Morgan’s 
Memorial stone)  

2) 1887 (Sundial)  

3) Rev Preb Renn Hampden (Son of Bishop of 
Hereford)  

4) Glastonbury Thorn (North churchyard)  

5) Friends & Family of Geoff Pereira Price (East 
churchyard gates)  

6) AID (located on the building adjacent to the 
Carpark) or School House  

7) Roses (above porch)  

8) Mud Scraper  

9) Two (On statue)  

10) Scott (West Gate Plaque)  

11) Johnathan Bevan or Rachel Alison King (On 
Gravestones)  

12) West Country Cars (Trading estate location 
board)  

13) Walton’s (Memorial Bench by Clock Tower) 
Goodnight John Boy, Goodnight Mama, etc!  

14) Bank Chambers (Family Ski)  

15)  Dame Laura Knight (Plaque at Hotel)  

16) 01684 540846/01684 540416 (Morso Café 
Telephone Numbers)  

17) 9 (1899 – 1890)  

18) 20 (On Malvern Hills Notice Board)  

19) 1895 (Drainpipes)  

20) 1989  

21) Jane Eleanor Lowe (Plaque on church.)  

22) Mary Heywood & George Sumner (Mother’s 
Union Founder)  

23) Daytime (Fishponds)  

24) Churchwarden (On three gates)  

25) 23 (Heads)  

26) Portaloo  

27) Green IGA Cover (Over gas valve)  

28) 2017 (Bosbury Bards)  

29) 53 (On side of village hall)  

30) Old Police House  

31) Adam Buchanan (On War Memorial)  

32) 9 (Animal Heads)  

33) C of E School or Old Grammar School.  
IAN BAILEY 

CHRISTMAS HUMOUR 

True Stories 

The nativity play was going as planned and Joseph 
and Mary were going from house to house knocking 
on the doors and asking if there was any room for 
them. As they continued to get “no room” answers, a 
little voice called from the back “You should have 
booked!” bringing the house down. 

As the little girl climbed onto Santa’s lap, Santa asked 
the usual, “And what would you like for Christmas?” 

The child stared at him opened mouthed and 
horrified for a moment, then gasped: “didn’t you get 
my email?” 

At Sunday school the younger children were drawing 
pictures illustrating biblical stories. The teacher 
walked past and noticed one little boy was drawing an 
aeroplane! “Oh, what Bible story are you drawing?” 
She asked. “This is the flight into Egypt,” the little boy 
answered. “See, here is Mary, Joseph and baby 
Jesus. And this” he said, pointing to the front of the 
plane,” is Pontius, he’s the pilot”. 

Two young boys were spending the night at their 

grandparents’ house the week before Christmas. At 

bedtime, the two boys knelt beside their beds to say 

their prayers. The younger one began praying at the 

top of his lungs: 

“I PRAY FOR A NEW BICYCLE…”  

“I PRAY FOR A NEW NINTENDO…” 

His older brother leaned over, nudged him and said, 
“Why are you shouting? God isn’t deaf.” To which the 
little brother replied, “No, but grandma is!” 

CHRIS ORFORD 
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The parish council met on 10 November. This is the 
time of year when the council sets its precept (which 
forms part of the council tax charge along with 
payments to the county council and other authorities) 
for the following year starting on 1 April. It seems very 
likely that the parish will not spend all its income in the 
current year, largely due to the effects of the 
coronavirus restrictions, which means that the council 
will carry forward a surplus into next year. At the 
moment, the council is minded to leave the precept 
unchanged. 

As the number of households in the parish has 
increased, an unchanged precept would probably 
mean that each household would pay slightly less in 
council tax for the parish council. 

The council will make its final decision on what 
precept to set for next year at its January meeting, but 
in the meantime, we would very much appreciate 
comments and opinions from parishioners about what 
should be done. 

Draft accounts will be published on the parish council 
website along with some options. We’d particularly 
like thoughts on these alternatives: 

• The council could purchase speed indication 
devices (the flashing signs activated by traffic 
exceeding the speed limit) or take other measures 
to help address speeding on the B4220 Bosbury 
Road; 

• The council could improve its two open spaces at 
Buryfields and Chapel Lane, including buying 
more equipment, benches or chairs; 

• We do not at present have enough volunteers to 
reopen all the dog waste bins, so we could change 
to using a commercial contractor; 

• The council could reduce the precept for one year 
only, but it would need to be increased again at 
April 2022. 

Any other suggestions for priorities – at least, those 
that are within the powers of a parish council to 
address! – are equally welcome. Comments can be 
sent to the clerk at: 

 clerk@cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk.  

If anyone can’t see the accounts online and would 
like a paper copy, please contact the clerk by email or 
call 07591 299749. 

Apart from next year’s budget, the council also 
discussed what could be done to make our already 
attractive parish even more beautiful. A number of 
ideas were raised, and the council will be consulting 
parishioners about what steps would be supported. 

As reported last month, the council received a high 
number of comments on the proposal to close the 
lane between the entrance to Pixiefields and the 
junction with Chockbury Lane, all of which were in 
favour of the proposal. The council has made a formal 
application to Herefordshire Council to make the 
change and we are waiting for their formal response. 

The council and our county councillor Ellie Chowns 
are continuing to press Herefordshire Council to 
prioritise work on the persistent flooding by the 
surgery. We’re also very aware of concern about 
speeding through the village, and considering ways 
this could be addressed. 

The parish council doesn’t meet in December, so the 
next meeting will be on Tuesday 12 January 2021. 
The councillors would like to wish all readers a merry 
Christmas and a happy new year. 

CRADLEY AND STORRIDGE 
PARISH COUNCIL (CSPC) 
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It was wonderful to welcome everyone back to school 
after the summer holidays. The children’s smiley faces 
made all the weeks of planning worthwhile. They have 
all settled back into school really well given the current 
restrictions in place. 

The routines look different as we established our 
new normal but it’s the people that make our school 
so special. The happiness and well-being of the 
children is our main priority. 
In memory of Mrs Karen Robb 
At the beginning of September, our wonderful 
colleague and friend, Karen Robb, tragically passed 
away. We are truly devastated by Karen’s sudden 
death and the fact she has been stolen away from this 
earth too soon. Although Karen left Cradley Primary 
School at the end of the summer term, she was still a 
beautiful person in our school community. 

Karen always worked with such enthusiasm and 
made a positive impression on so many lives, 
inspiring pupils, parents and staff alike. Karen was a 
teacher that children will remember when they look 
back on their days at primary school. They will fondly 
remember her boundless enthusiasm in the 
classroom, the creative ideas for teaching that 
introduced so many children to education and above 
all the love, care and compassion she showed to 
them.  

Karen was a vibrant, lovely, strong and wonderful 
person. She held us together with a passion for 
singing and her love of reading to the children with 
silly voices. She will be sorely missed and as a school 
community, our thoughts and prayers are with Karen’s 
family at this very sad time. 
Hello Yellow 

The children certainly 
brightened up our day by 
dressing up in yellow to help 
support the Young Minds 
mental health charity on 9th 
October. We are very aware 
of the importance of 
supporting mental health and 
well-being. Thank you for 

your donations to this amazing charity, we raised a 
fantastic £122! 
Positive Playtimes 
We have recently 
introduced positive 
playtimes as a way of 
helping some children who 
were finding the rules and 
restrictions to Covid a bit 
challenging. The children 
have loved the opportunity 

to have different toys to 
play with and special 
places to play at break 
and lunchtime. There 
are lots of games, 
activities and different 
play spaces for them to 
enjoy and to hopefully 

have a positive impact on their day. Groups of 
children have also been out playing football on the 
field at lunchtime.  
Harvest Festival  

Our Harvest Festival looked very different this year 
and was held via Zoom on Thursday 22nd October. 
Lots of parents and grandparents joined us online to 
watch each class performance and the children did a 
wonderful job. A big thank you for everyone’s 
donations for the Bosbury Foodbank, shown here by 
our School Councillors.  
Daily Mile 
KS2 children have started taking part in the Daily Mile 
which is a simple initiative for primary schools to 
encourage children to walk, jog or run outside in the 
fresh air for 15 minutes every day. It aims to improve 
children’s fitness, concentration, and social, emotional 
and mental health & wellbeing. 
FOCS News 

The children have been 
busy designing 
Christmas cards and 
apple juice labels! The 
delicious apple juice is 
now for sale at £2 a 
bottle and is available to 
purchase at the 
butchers in Cradley. 
Here is a photo of our 
winning label designers. 

Children In Need 
The children came all dressed up cosy and warm in 
their onesies, pyjamas and own clothes on Friday 13th 
November, thank you for everyone’s donations, we 
raised £135 for this amazing charity.  

We even had an extra special, surprise on-line visit 
from Pudsey the bear in the morning assembly which 
the children absolutely loved!  

CRADLEY SCHOOL 
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Forest School 
We are delighted with the 
work completed on our 
Forest School area over the 
summer holidays. There are 
new covered areas, including 
over the fire pit, which now 
allows the children to enjoy 
the area whatever the 
weather. We have lots of new 
tools and some brand new 
mud kitchens, which the 
children have had plenty of 
fun playing with already. A 
big thank you to Neil Taylor 
and Mark Jones for all their 

hard work. 

Message from Mrs Jones 
This is an incredibly stressful time for everyone 
including the staff, as they tackle the challenges we 
currently face. As key workers we will continue to do 
the job we do, whilst trying to keep safe and sane at 
the same time. Everyone’s safety and well-being at 
this difficult time is important and the staff are dealing 
with their own family challenges, changes to normal 
working routines and with staff absence. We will of 
course continue to do the best we can for our children 
and we thank you for your support and understanding.  

I recently saw a rainbow in the sky over Cradley. 
Rainbows are a symbol of hope and for better things 
to come. I pray that by doing our bit, in keeping our 
whole community safe, we can stop this virus 
spreading and begin to return to a ‘normal‘ way of life. 
We can only get this virus under control if we all keep 
to the rules and we trust that you will do your bit, as 
we will, in and out of school. We may have to wait 
until the spring before we see any real improvements 
but hopefully when we come out of it we can rise to 
the challenges that the new, better life will bring to us 
all. 

Stay safe and God bless, 
MRS JONES 

EVERGREEN CATCH-UP NEWS 

November really does seem to be making quite an 
entrance with the wind and the rain today. Yesterday 
and the day before were very pleasant, with a good bit 
of sunshine, nice enough to walk the dog through a 
really thick carpet of leaves blown down a couple of 
days before. Walking with my friend Margaret and her 
Plummer terrier on Thursday along the common on 
the Guarlford road, we encountered the huge leaves 
of the Russian oak, didn’t even know there was such 
a thing. A Plummer terrier by the way, combines Jack 
Russell Terrier, Beagle and Red Fell Terrier blood.  
Deriving its name from Dr David Brian Plummer, the 
breed’s creator, the plumber terrier was bred primarily 
to hunt ground vermin and serve as an all-purpose 
working dog. Margaret’s dog Rosie was a rescue dog 
from The Dog’s Trust, she “chose” Margaret and John 
but sadly our dear friend John died in March and Ro-
sie is Margaret’s affectionate, sometimes stubborn, 
companion, with a deep dislike for the post man and 
the paperboy. 

16th November should have been our Evergreen 
meeting, and 30th November should have been our 
Christmas Lunch at the Royal Oak, with our final 
Christmas Tea Party on 14th December. We will have 
missed 18 meetings this year including our Spring 
Lunch, our Trip out, Skittles and Lunch at the Bell, 
Broadheath, our Harvest Lunch and our Christmas 
celebrations, not to mention all the lovely speakers 
and entertainers I had organised. It’s so disappointing 
for everyone concerned, especially my wonderful Ev-
ergreen friends who I miss so much. 

I just hope and pray that we shall once more be all 
together again in the New Year. 

Until then if you’re feeling at a loose end or feeling 
lonely, I’m always here to share some time with you, 
so keep safe and think positive, good times will return. 

My good wishes to you all for Christmas and for the 
New Year, and remember  

“Christmas is not so much about opening presents, 
as opening our hearts”. 

Speak Soon, 

CHRIS ORFORD (CLUB LEADER) 

01886 880387 
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We recognise that this is a challenging period for us all 
and even more so for vulnerable people. As 
Neighbourhood Watch we believe it is very important 
that we all take care and protect ourselves as a priority 
and where possible we safely carry on the great work of 
supporting and staying connected with our communities 

In England, between 5th November and 2nd 
December, national restrictions mean that:  

• You should only leave home for food, medical 
reasons, exercise, education, or work  

• You must work from home if you can  

• You should avoid travel unless essential  

• Schools and essential shops will remain open  

There are a variety of ways however in which we can 
support our loved ones and communities through these 
restrictions. 

Keeping your loved ones safe 
The most valuable thing we can all do is keep 

ourselves and our loved safe - physically and 
emotionally. 

• Our website signposts where you can get accurate 
advice and support with your emotional wellbeing.  

• Sign up for the FREE Festival Of Discovery running 
online on 20th and 21st November for lively 
discussions on hot topics, entertainment, things to 
make and do, a chance to recharge your wellbeing, 
and real-life community stories from across the UK.  

Supporting your community 
There are a variety of ways in which you can support 

your community depending on your individual 
situation. A few ideas are:  

• set up a Calling Tree to support those who are not 
connected via social media 

• join forces with a Covid-19 Mutual Aid group 

• connect with your neighbours with this Calling Card 

• connect with your neighbours with this Kindness 
Card 

• If you are, or you know someone who is, facing 
loneliness have a look at our Loneliness Toolkit 

• sign up as a NHS Volunteer Responder - recruitment 
now open across England 

The NHS Volunteer Responders programme, set up by 
NHS England, is here to help people in England to stay 
safe during coronavirus. NHS Volunteer Responders 
have now completed more than a million tasks! 
Following an initial recruitment campaign for new 
volunteers in 70 local authority areas, they have now 
opened up recruitment across England. This is in 
response to the lockdown that began on 5 November 
and because demand for the volunteers’ support is 
continuing to rise. It will also help to meet NHS requests 
for additional direct support during this winter. At the 
same time, they are encouraging anyone who signed up 
as an NHS Volunteer Responder in March but had to 
step down due to other commitments, to re-join the 
programme and give as much time as they can. 

As the programme evolves it will focus on direct 
support to the NHS with tasks such as the delivery of 
equipment to monitor vulnerable COVID-19 patients in 

their homes, and with stewarding people at vaccination 
clinics. They will also continue to support vulnerable 
people by delivering food and medication, and through 
Check In and Chat phone calls. They are not intending 
to replace any local volunteering activity. They aim to 
work collaboratively with volunteering leads in local 
areas. 

If you are interested in joining as a volunteer you can 
attend an online meetings by clicking the link below at 
the specified time: 

• Thursday 19th November, 11.30-12.30  
 Join Microsoft Teams Meeting 

• Thursday 3rd December, 11.30-12.30  
 Join Microsoft Teams Meeting 

• Thursday 17th December, 11.30-12.30  
 Join Microsoft Teams Meeting 

Beware of scams and crimes 
Criminals are using the COVID-19 pandemic to scam 
the public. To help you avoid becoming a victim, we 
have highlighted on our website the wide variety 
of COVID-19 scams and crimes which have arisen, key 
protection advice and guidance on how to report these 
scams. 

Community response stories 
For further inspiration on ways in which you can support 
your community, have a look at our Community 
Response Stories. If you have a story you would like to 
share, please submit it using this form. 

Domestic abuse survivors 
Are you or someone you know is a domestic abuse 
survivor, the information below may be very useful.  

• Women’s Aid Network: Many survivors will be 
feeling unsafe isolating in a house with an abusive 
person, and isolated from their support networks. 
Women’s Aid have put together some advice and 
information about support available. See Women’s 
Aid COVID-19 Resource Hub 

• Safe Lives: They have put together some resources 
for people living with domestic abuse, and the 
professionals supporting them. They have also 
produced guidance for friends and family. 

• Refuge: They are there for you if you, or someone 
you care about, is experiencing domestic abuse. 
Phone the National Domestic Abuse 
Helpline on 0808 2000 247. They also have a range 
of digital resources available 
at refuge.org.uk and nationaldahelpline.org.uk. 

• Neighbourhood Watch: We have a range of 
information on domestic abuse on our website 
including how to help, spotting the signs and more. 
See more in our Domestic Abuse Toolkit. 

Keep safe, 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NETWORK,  
Central Support Team 

Follow us.. 
Website: ourwatch.org.uk 
Facebook: facebook.com/ourwatch 
Twitter: twitter.com/N_watch 
Instagram: neighbourhood.watch.insta 
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/neighbourhood-watch/ 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NETWORK 
SUPPORTING YOU AND YOUR COMMUNITY THROUGH COVID-19 

https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/news/neighbourhood-watch-response-covid-19/keeping-yourself-and-loved-ones-safe
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/news/neighbourhood-watch-response-covid-19/keeping-yourself-and-loved-ones-safe
http://www.thefestivalofdiscovery.com/
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/get-involved/support-campaign/calling-tree-campaign
https://covidmutualaid.org/
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2020-03/Neighbourhood%20Watch%20calling%20card.PDF
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2020-03/viralkindness.jpg
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2020-03/viralkindness.jpg
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/crime-prevention/reducing-risk-toolkits/reducing-loneliness-and-vulnerability/loneliness-and
https://www.goodsamapp.org/NHS
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2UxNTAyNmMtYTkwNC00Y2E1LWI4MGQtYjRhYWI3MjY0YTAw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2237c354b2-85b0-47f5-b222-07b48d774ee3%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2258ae1d01-40e2-447d-bc92-3ca0d85968fb%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MzE2YjE1MjQtM2MwZS00NmE2LTkxY2UtNTEwNmFkOTc2OWJh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2237c354b2-85b0-47f5-b222-07b48d774ee3%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2258ae1d01-40e2-447d-bc92-3ca0d85968fb%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NWUyYmI1YTMtNTY0MS00MTkzLWE3NGYtZjAzYzAzMjdlY2Ux%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2237c354b2-85b0-47f5-b222-07b48d774ee3%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2258ae1d01-40e2-447d-bc92-3ca0d85968fb%22%7d
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/news/neighbourhood-watch-response-covid-19/be-aware-covid-19-scams-and-crimes
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/news/neighbourhood-watch-response-covid-19/covid-19-community-response-stories
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/news/neighbourhood-watch-response-covid-19/covid-19-community-response-stories
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/news/neighbourhood-watch-response-covid-19/share-your-community-response-stories
https://www.womensaid.org.uk/
https://www.womensaid.org.uk/covid-19-resource-hub/
https://www.womensaid.org.uk/covid-19-resource-hub/
https://safelives.org.uk/reach-in
https://safelives.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/Friends%20and%20family%20blog%20covid-19.pdf
https://www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk/
https://www.refuge.org.uk/
https://www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk/
http://www.ourwatch.org.uk/
https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/crime-prevention/crime-prevention-toolkits/domestic-abuse/domestic-abuse
http://www.ourwatch.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ourwatch
https://twitter.com/N_watch
https://www.instagram.com/neighbourhood.watch.insta/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/neighbourhood-watch/
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What weird times these are! As Lady Bracknell almost 
said, to be locked down once 
was bad but twice has been 
grim enough for those of us 
living in a house with a 
garden and even more 
challenging for many others, 
especially in towns. At the 
time of writing, we don’t know 
whether Christmas will be a 
casualty of these events but it 
seems likely to be less festive 
than usual.   
In past years, Cradley Village 
Players (CVP) have been on 
hand to add a little cheer to 
the winter months. Three 
years ago, for example, we 

staged Meg Monk’s lively production of Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol in a version by Welsh-
born playwright Gary Owen that added topical 
references to streamline and update the original for a 
younger audience while keeping its central story 
intact.  

Sadly neither we nor 
our audience can meet 
(at Cradley School or 
elsewhere) to perform 
this or any other play in 
the flesh. But the 
wonders of digital 
technology mean you 
can see it again if you 
came last time or for the 
first time if not. To that 
end we’ve put a link on 
our website Cradleyvillageplayers.com where you can 
view (but for copyright reasons not download) our 
video recording of the production. 

‘A rousing family show, with belly laughs and 
cheering songs, that also presents the dark side of 
Dickens’s tale with tremendous boldness’ one 
reviewer said of the original. ‘While some sections are 
bleak enough to make us all want to mend our ways, 
Owen doesn’t linger over evidence of Scrooge’s 
miserly behaviour, opting to focus on the events that 
made him what he is: a single-minded, workaholic 
entrepreneur who might make the decisions on 
Dragons’ Den. A hugely likable show that melds 
history with our modern world’.  

In our version, former Worcester Cathedral Lay Clerk 
Kit Williams played Jacob Marley and retired local GP 
Bruce Herriot was Ebenezer Scrooge with a cast of 
thirty talented adults and children in the roles of Tiny 
Tim, the three Christmas Ghosts and all of Dickens’ 
other wonderful characters. Music and lyrics by 
Adrienne Quartley and Michael Cryne were 
accompanied by Wynne Harries.  

We don’t just want to re-live past glories, though. As 
David Tennant and Michael Sheen showed, studio or 
staged performances aren’t the only way to create 
and share drama, and we plan to follow in their 
footsteps with one 
or more plays 
recorded by cast 
members in their 
homes and edited 
for ‘broadcast’ on 
our website. 

They’re likely to be 
audio projects but 
we haven’t yet 
chosen the final 
scripts. As sound-
only plays don’t require line-learning or facing a live 
audience, this could be a chance for anyone who feels 
drawn to acting but hasn’t had the courage to join us 
on stage to put a metaphorical toe in the water. If that 
could be you, please contact me on the email address 
below or speak to any member of the CVP committee. 

Meanwhile some images of Christmas Carol to whet 
your appetite for a treat in store! 

DAVID ROBERTSON 
David@curioustechnology.com 

CHRISTMAS TREATS FROM CRADLEY VILLAGE PLAYERS 

Cradleyvillageplayers.com
mailto:David@curioustechnology.com
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Submitted By:  Miss June Marble, private eye to the 
elite.   

Christmas is coming and the geese are not the only 
ones getting fat: the criminal fraternity will be gorging 
at the expense of the unwary. Nevertheless, I usually 
take a short vacation over the festive season. Not this 
year, though; this year I have been given a special 
commission by a very important person, and I will not 
shirk my responsibilities. 

“What are your plans for Christmas Eve?” I asked my 
stalwart comrade-in-arms, Dr Hilda Witless, the other 
day – while maintaining the appropriate distance, 
naturally. 

“A quiet night in with a bottle of single malt and a box 
set of classic British war films, as always. Why, are 
you inviting me round for a games night?” 

“Not exactly; but I am requiring your assistance in 
bringing a felon to justice.” 

“What now, Marble: the bank raid in Chipping 
Foghorn; the kidnapping of the Duke of Dumpshire’s 
prize goats?” 

“No, Hilda, I solved both of those crimes yesterday 
afternoon,” I retorted impatiently. “This is of greater 
significance by far. It seems there is a notorious 
housebreaker at large, making full use of the 
prolonged periods of darkness characteristic of the 
season to cover his tracks.” Not your forte, Marble; 
more in Mr Plod’s line. Why don’t you leave it to 
Inspector Slick?” 

“He’d be way out of his depth. Besides, he’s got the 
in-laws staying for the holiday and his wife won’t let 
him out to play.” 

 So, what is this burglar after: jewels; antiques; 
computerized gadgetry?” 

“Strangely enough he removes very little; it’s the 
extent of his intrusions that are a cause for concern. 
Virtually every home in the land is targeted; indeed, I 
believe it must be the work of an extensive gang of 
villains; perhaps under the direction of Madame 
Rector. Have you ever noticed any signs of a break-in 
over the Christmas period, Hilda?” 

“Funny you ask that, for years now I’ve been aware 
of dodgy doings in my living room at just that time of 
year. Not much taken, just a glass or two of 
Amontillado and a few mince pies; nothing to worry 
the constabulary over.” 

“Anything else of note?” I enquired coaxingly. 

“Well, not really.” She rubbed a few brain cells 
together, before adding. “That is, except for all those 

odds and ends littering the floor under the Christmas 
tree.” 

“Precisely, Hilda – assorted tat that nobody in their 
right mind would ever allow in the house, all disguised 
by bright and sparkly wrappings to blend in with the 
seasonal decorations. Fly-tipping on a massive scale 
– how better to dispose of noxious waste than scatter 
it willy-nilly about every living room in the realm.” 

Hilda seemed unconvinced. “Oh, I always thought it 
fell out of the branches of the tree. They pick up all 
sorts growing out in the fields, you know.” 

“Good Lord, Hilda, sometimes you are such a 
simpleton! This is a crime that affects virtually every 
household – and that includes the very highest of all.” 

“You mean... not Sandringham, surely?” 

“I’m sorry to say, yes. Last year it needed three large 
skips to dispose of the offensive deposits befouling 
the drawing room; and that, despite the entire brigade 
of guards maintaining an all-night vigil.” 

She stared into my eyes, horrified. “And how about 
you, Marble: have you been a victim?” 

“Oddly enough, no: not even when I was a girl. Of 
course, my parents would never have tolerated such 
laxity; as for myself, my security measures are 
virtually impenetrable.” 

“Has anyone caught sight of this criminal – enough 
to obtain a description, that is?” 

“Yes, but he was obviously wearing a disguise – clad 
all in red and white and wearing a false beard.” 

“A striped jersey; like any common burglar!” 
exclaimed Hilda enthusiastically. 

“Not exactly; more a red duffel coat with white fur 
trim and black Wellingtons.” 

“Kinky,” opined Hilda, intrigued. “I wouldn’t be at all 
surprised if there were more to this than meets the 
eye.” 

Adopting a stoical demeanour I prepared for an 
imminent outburst of emotion. “Take a tot of Earl 
Grey, Hilda, and brace yourself. I fear it’s a case of 
cruelty to helpless animals... No, I won’t go into details 
– it’s too horrible to contemplate. All I can say is that it 
involves intolerably heavy loads, the tinkling of bells 
and snowy rooftops.” 

Poor Hilda was distraught, stuffing her mouth with 
custard creams in a vain attempt to stifle the sobs. 
However, it was in my interest to disclose all. 

THE TROUBLE WITH CHIMNEYS 
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DYSON PERRINS CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND ACADEMY 

It feels a long time since I have written an update for 
the local parish magazines. At the point of writing, we 
are fast approaching October half term and I think I 
speak on behalf of all our school community, by 
saying we are ready for a break.  

On the back of the most bizarre term of my career in 
the summer, this first half term has been full of new 
routines, and I am delighted with how everyone has 
responded. Seven months ago schools were closed 
as our country went into lockdown. We had two days 
to prepare for delivering lessons remotely and get 
procedures in place to ensure everyone remained 
safe. Contrary to some of the coverage in the media, 
my experience of how school staff responded was 
simply amazing. Dyson Perrins remained open to 
children of key workers and vulnerable students 
throughout, including staying open during the school 
holidays. The number of students on-site grew during 
the summer months and we were able to invite Year 
10 and 12 students into school on a rota from the 
middle of June. We provided free school meals and 
delivered food vouchers to families, and our pastoral 
team were checking the well-being of students on a 
daily basis.  

Seeing staff develop their skills and confidence in 
using technology for live online teaching was a real 
highlight. Whilst it already seems a long time ago, I 
think that term will stay in the memory for many years 
to come.  

It would be remiss of me not to mention how proud 
we are of our Year 11 and Year 13 students who 
finished their time at Dysons in the summer. Their 
education was cut short after examinations were 
cancelled and they had to cope with a rollercoaster of 
decision making around how their grades would be 
issued, including changes made the evening before 
grades were given out in August. The final approach 
of Centre Assessed Grades was far from perfect, but I 
am confident our students received grades that were 
a fair reflection of their capabilities and students have 
been able to move on successfully.  

I am delighted to share that Dysons reopened for all 
students in September and we have been well 
supported by families, with very high attendance so 
far. The new routines we have in place, from hand 
sanitising before entering every classroom to creating 
separate year group zones at social times, are having 
a positive impact. Our staff are already having 
conversations about what we would like to keep post-
Covid, if such a time presents itself. Our new Year 7 
cohort have settled quickly and there is a calm, 
purposeful yet relaxed atmosphere in school. It’s great 
to be back.  

I do hope your families are keeping well.  
Kind regards 

MIKE GUNSTON 
Headteacher 

“I’m afraid there’s more. It’s... It’s... we believe it’s a 
matter of genetic modification. How else could he 
make those little reindeer fly?”  

“Not reindeer,” wailed Hilda in her anguish. “They’ve 
got such sweet eyes!” 

If I was able to produce tears I might have joined 
with her in her misery; however, one of us was obliged 
to maintain a stiff upper lip. 

“Hilda, with your aid I can bring this malefactor to 
justice. On Christmas Eve I want the two of us to lie in 
wait for the intruder in your living room.” 

She looked at me aghast. “My living room! But this 
sounds dangerous. Can’t you get Senor Hector 
Parrotti to do it? Or, maybe, Count Dieter Von Flimsey 
would take up the cudgel.” 

I looked her straight in the eye, saying, “Come now, 
you know we’re the only women for the job. Besides, 
we have special government dispensation to form our 
own bubble. Your place, ten-thirty sharp, the twenty-
fourth of December: be there!” 

She turned away, muttering so I could barely catch 
her words; but I could have sworn she said, “Huh, 
Christmas – the traditional season for receiving 
undesirables into your home;” no doubt referring to 
the imminent intrusion of the housebreaker.  

In the New Year I’ll give a report on how we fared in 
this perilous enterprise. Until then, be alert and keep a 
sharp look-out for unwanted trash coming down your 
chimney. 
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THE BUSIEST SEASON 

I’ve done the shopping and baked the bread 
And everything is clean. 

I’ve swept the corridor, polished the lamps 
The brightest that they’ve ever been. 
There’s plenty of meat in the larder 
And logs are piled on the hearth. 

It’s a hotel’s busiest season 
So we’ve brought in extra staff. 

The roads are crammed, we’re fully booked 
But this couple need a booking. 

She says that she’s expecting a child - 
I can tell that she is just by looking! 

My husband explains that we haven’t a room. 
“Try the end of the town”, he said. 

But he thinks of the profit and has an idea -  
“Do you think you could sleep in the shed?” 

I wake with a start and I look outside 
For I hear a cry in the night. 

I need my sleep! What’s happening now? 
It’s given me oh! such a fright! 

I creep over the yard and look into the shed 
All lit up by a star. 

(I don’t usually enter a visitor’s room 
But they’ve left the door ajar.) 

The woman’s exhausted and looks so forlorn, 
Her husband is gentle and caring, 

And there in the straw her baby’s been born 
In the cold; not a stitch is he wearing. 

Tomorrow they’ll leave, I can do without this, 
They’ll go as soon as they’re able. 

I’ve no time for babies, enough’s to be done, 
And besides that, our horse needs his stable! 

I’ve wrapped him in linen, his fingers all curled 
As he goes to his mother to feed. 

What a terrible way to come into the world; 
At a time such as this—all I need! 

His sticky black hair like a small thorny crown, 
And his eyes are so knowing and steady. 

There’s blood on his cheek and he hasn’t a gown. 
Ah! 

But it seems that he knows me already! 

BARBARA GILBROOK 

A  former resident of Cradley 

COLOURING FUN 
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STORRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 
111 CLUB 

Two draws were made on 17 November, for and the 
winners were:. 

November draw: 

First prize  Paul Scully 
Second prize Alison Berthon 
Third prize   Alison Berthon 
Fourth prize   Eva Fielding 

December draw: 

First prize  Annie Hyde 
Second prize Frank Bye 
Third prize  Jane Allfrey 
Fourth prize   Jane Pilling 

All winners are notified individually and the  
results are posted on the hall’s website  
www.storridgevillagehall.com 

The next draw will be on Tuesday, 19 January (too 
late I’m afraid for the results to appear in the 
February Newsletter). 

The final draw of the year—yes, we started in 
March—will be on Tuesday, 16 February. I will be 
writing to all our ticket holders about joining for 
another 12 months in the near future. New members 
will also be very welcome. 

JACKIE WHITE 
Secretary, SVH Management Committee 

jackie.white@hotmail.co.uk 

CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH 

A FEW ANAGRAMS 
(C) Christmas, (CS) Christmas Songs/No 1s 
1. (C)  CAN ASSAULT  (2 WORDS 
2. (CS) BIG LENS JELL (2) 
3. (C) STREAKY TOUR (2) 
4. (C) TRAVEL AND DANCE (2) 
5. (CS) TILTING HENS (2) 
6. (C) VICARS THEMES (2) 
7. (CS) IDEALISE MOWN TENT (3) 
8. (C) OFF THE SANE PEST (3) 
9. (CS) HOT DYNASTY AREA (3) 
10. (C) HE’S FAT, SMART, RICH (2) 
11. (CS) HONESTY WARMS FONT (3) 
12. (C) SPICE IN ‘EM (2) 
13. (CS) WEAN AGAIN MARY (4) 
14. (C) I’M A POET MADMEN (2) 
15. (C) DRASTIC CHARMS (2) 
16. (CS) ETHICALLY SHORN MISTS (3) 
17. (CS) A WICKED LESSON GONG (3) 
18. (CS) CHALK SHED LET (3) 
19. (CS) GALACTIC UNTWISTS A  MONSOON(6) 

20. (C) SCATHING MUD DRIPS (2) 

Answers: 1=Santa Claus, 2=Jingle Bells, 3=Roast Turkey, 
4=Advent Calendar, 5=Silent Night, 6=Christmas Eve, 
7=Mistletoe and Wine, 8=Feast of Stephen, 9=Stay Another Day, 
10=Father Christmas, 11=Frosty the Snowman, 12=Mince Pies, 
13=Away in a Manger, 14=Pantomime Dame, 15=Christmas 
Card, 16= Lonely this Christmas, 17-Good King Wenceslas, 
18=Deck the Halls, 19=Santa Claus is Coming to Town, 
20=Christmas Pudding 

Answers next month 

http://www.storridgevillagehall.com
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Do you have a story to tell? 

Let me help with your memoir 
 

Contact me to arrange a  
home visit 

 
Tel: 07989 733393 / 01886 833729 

Email: BeverleyM2@outlook.com 
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Old Country House 
Bed and Breakfast 
 
Old Country Farm, 
Mathon, 
Malvern, Worcs., 
WR13 5PS 
 

01886 880867 
www.oldcountryhouse.co.uk  

Malvern Computers 
 

 

Repair, maintain, install and advise 
01684 561849 or 07852 474673 

malverncomputers@talktalk.net 
www.malvern-computers.co.uk 

IT Support 

BESPOKE 
 

JOINERY—CARPENTRY 
 

Specialist in purpose made, high quality joinery, 
Built in furniture, also carpentry 

Repairs/restoration of joinery and furniture 
Sash windows refurbished 

 
Call Ian on 01905 421493 or 07941 568183 

Email: ianplante@gmail.com 
www.worcesterbespokejoinery.co.uk 

Annie Henderson  
Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, blinds, loose covers and 
home accessories made using your 

own fabric 
Alteration service both for soft 

furnishings and clothing also available 

City and Guilds qualified 

For a free quotation please contact: 

01432 820125 

annie@needleseye.me.uk 

 

 

All traditional garden services 

Design consultation 

Royal Horticultural Society trained 

Fully insured 

Full and half day slots available 

 

Mobile: 0777 3135266      

Email: aw.matthew@gmail.com 

 

Working at Height Specialists   Confined Space Contractor 
Rope Access (IRATA) Qualified   City & Guilds Certified 
 

Industrial: 

Silo clean/inspection  Confined space consultancy 

Tank clean/inspection  Confined space audits 

Roof inspection/repair Stand by rescue teams 

Gutter clean   Confined space entry 

Jet washing   Cladding repair   

 

Domestic: 

Roof repairs   Window clean  

Tree work   Jet washing   

Gutter clean 
 

For a free quote please contact Richie 

M: 07968 967 214 

E: info@severnaccess.co.uk  

W: www.severnaccess.co.uk 

http://www.oldcountryhouse.co.uk
mailto:malverncomputers@talktalk.net
http://www.malvern-computers.co.uk
mailto:ianplante@gmail.com
http://www.worcesterbespokejoinery.co.uk
mailto:annie@needleseye.me.uk
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Learn to play… 
 

Saxophone, Clarinet, Flute, Trumpet/Cornet 
 

All ages welcome 
 

Contact: Baz 
01886 880985/07971 247310 

barry.strange1@btopenworld.com 

R.S.B. DECORATIONS 
Professional Painting and Decorating 

 

All aspects of Decorating undertaken 

Est. 34 years 

   01905 821453 / 07851 225277 

email:   roger.bent@btinternet.com  

All aspects of building work and property 
maintenance 

Home &Garden
    www.sos.webeden.co.uk 

01886 880256     07545 004457 

Many references available 

 

HOME 

• Alterations 
• Conversions 

• Repointing 
• Bathroom up-

grades 
• Plastering 
• Carpentry 

• Decorating 

  

GARDEN 

• Patios and Paving 
• Walling 

• Turfing 
• Timber Decking 
• Composite      

Decking 
• Jungle Clearance 

• Fencing 

 

Simon The Plasterer 

 

15 years experience 

Quick and Reliable 

No Job Too Small 

Free Quotes 

 

Telephone 01886 880399 
Mobile 07784 337364  

01886 288546 

• Interiors & Exteriors  

• Wooden flooring        
renovation 

• Granite worktop re-
pairs 

• Application of Epoxy 
floor paint for garages, 
cellars, sheds etc.                        

• Sash Windows  

• Kitchen units          
hand painted  

• End of tenancy     
freshen-up 

• Specialists in Black & 
White, Historic and 
Listed buildings 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 ‘don’t get stung’ 

 

FIXED PRICE WASP NEST 
TREATMENT 

 

TEL: 07968 982111 

 

www.oliverdakersblacksmith.co.uk 

01886 288546 

mailto:barry.strange1@btopenworld.com
mailto:roger.bent@btinternet.com
http://www.sos.webeden.co.uk
http://www.oliverdakersblacksmith.co.uk
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Northdown Curtains 
For a full installation service or self-fit  

We Make:  

 Curtains with hand-sewn headings,  

 Roman Blinds,  

 Also soft furnishings to match if required.  

We have a carefully selected range of fabric books, 

trimmings and hardware catalogues with samples 

available. 

We can supply and fit:  

 Fabrics, Poles, Curtain track,  

 Blind track (manual or  electric).  

 Made to measure Blinds by Intu and Perfect Fit to 

suit your window frame.  

Demo samples available on request.  

For friendly helpful advice or a free quote 

please contact Julie Ball on  

01531 640722  

mobile 07833 703490 

northdowncurtains@gmail.com 

 

ACCESS LIFT HIRE  

www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideal for flue lining, tree pruning, guttering, painting, aerial 
installations and internal factory works, etc. 

With working heights of up to 9.50m 
Able to fit through 2ft 6in openings 
All have current LOLER certificates 

 

With hire rates from £65 for half day call: 

Louise 07968 963359 or Chris 07710 489575 
 

info@accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 
www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 

Cecilia Hall Dance Centre 
Tel: 07443 872188  

ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk 
 

ADULT DANCE AND FITNESS CLASSES 

Mondays 10.40 a.m. Ballet 
 11.45 a.m. ‘FitSteps’ 
 1.20 p.m. Tap Dance 
 2.30 p.m. Ballet 

Tuesdays 10.30 a.m. Tap Dance 
 11.30 a.m. ‘FitSteps Fab’  
 1.45 p.m. Silver Swans Ballet (over 55’s) 

Wednesdays 9.30 a.m. Modern Jazz Dance 
 10.35 a.m. Ballet 
 11.45 a.m. ‘FitSteps’ 
 12.50 p.m. Flamenco 
 2.00 p.m. Ballet 

Thursdays 10.00 a.m. ‘FitSteps Fab’ 
 11.15 a.m. Silver Swans Ballet (over 55’s)  
 12.15 p.m. Ballet 
 1.40 p.m. NEW Silver Swans Ballet 
  (over 55’s Date TBC) 
 2.45 p.m. Belly Dance  

Fridays 10.30 a.m. Silver Swans Ballet (over 55’s) 
 11.45 a.m. ‘Fitsteps’  

Sundays 10.00 a.m. ‘Fitsteps’ 

NEW PILATES CLASSES FOR BEGINNERS STARTING 
AT THE END OF OCTOBER. Some early mornings plus 
Tuesday at 9.20 a.m. and Wednesday at 3.00 p.m. 

Numbers carefully controlled, so book by text or e-mail. 

Some classes available through Zoom. 

mailto:northdowncurtains@gmail.com
http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
mailto:paadena29@gmail.com
http://www.paadena.co.uk/
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Opening Hours 

       Monday       9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m. 
       Tuesday               CLOSED 
       Wednesday  9.00 a.m. ~ 1.00 p.m. 
       Thursday     9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m.    
       Friday       1.00 p.m. ~ 6.30 p.m. 
       Saturday      8.30 a.m. ~ 12.30 p.m. 

 
Free Parking & Wheelchair Access  

Discounts for Pensioners & Children 
 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Tel: 01531 640799 
www.thebosburybarbers.co.uk 

HOME END FARM, CRADLEY 
On the A4103 near The Red Lion Inn 

 

blue-ginger      
 

                         art, craft and inspiration ideas 
coffee shop serving light lunches and homemade cakes  

www.blue-ginger.com  sue@blue-ginger.com 
bed&breakfast:  info@home-end-farm.co.uk 

tel: 01886 880240 

 

handmade contemporary silver jewellery  
inspired by prehistoric rock art  

www.silverfishdesigns.co.uk  carol@silverfishdesigns.co.uk 

 

We are closed for 2020.  We hope to 
welcome you back in March 2021.     

Meanwhile you can browse and buy from 
our  online shop www.blue-ginger.com or 

find us on Facebook  

mi-frame picture framing 
Mi-frame is open 

—please phone for an appointment 

 

Tel: 01886 880964  :  miles@mi-frame.co.uk  

Red Kite 

Pest Control 

Combining Tradition and Innovation 
For all your local Pest Control requirements 

All INSECT,  RODENT and 

 WILDLIFE Pests 

Free Advice, free no obligation Quotations 

 

-----------------------——--ALSO-——-------------------- 

TAXIDERMY 
 

I’m interested in purchasing  
unwanted pieces of  

taxidermy 
(for private collection) 

 

Telephone Andy Staples on: 
07977 044987 / 01886 832730 

MASSAGE AND/OR WELLBEING 

COACHING 

MASSAGE for your painful  

back/shoulders/legs/arms/feet 

Plus COACHING enables you to  

help yourself when suffering from  

Chronic on-going conditions   

Relax with Aromatherapy oils  

Create a more comfortable life and feel  
more in control of your symptoms 

 
CALL NOW - FREE 30 min assessment  

FRAN DOIDGE fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk    

www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk  

01886 88010/07974 400575 

http://www.thebosburybarbers.co.uk
http://www.blue-ginger.com
mailto:sue@blue-ginger.com
mailto:info@home-end-farm.co.uk
http://www.silverfishdesigns.co.uk
mailto:carol@silverfishdesigns.co.uk
http://www.blue-ginger.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bluegingergallery
mailto:fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
http://www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
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To advertise in this space,  

contact 

Jan on 01886 880316 

 

Jackie on 01886 833802 

 

or email  

cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com 

Paul J. Rowe 
 

All Aspects of 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

Experienced    •   Professional 
Reliable    •   Friendly 

07815 657472 

or 01886 880310 

Pussy Cat Cattery 

 

    
Luxury Boarding Cattery in an idyllic, 
safe and calm location for cats only. 

Seville Cottage, 
Suckley, Worcester, 

WR6 5EQ 
 

www.pussycatcattery.co.uk  
 

01886 884867 
Viewings are most welcome 

www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage 

Three Counties  
Chimney Sweep 
*Trading Standards Approved* 

 

*All Chimneys and Flues Swept 
*Cowl and Pot Fitting Service 
*Stove and Liner Installations 
*Nest and Blockage Removal 
*Stack and Roof Repairs 
*Fully Insured 

 Call Ian on:                 
Tel: 01684 891005     Mob: 07403 277 436 

Your Local Accredited Chimney Sweep   
 

Cecilia Hall Dance Centre 
Tel: 07443 872188 

ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk 
 

CLASSES FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 

Tuesdays 4.15 p.m. Ballet for 6 to 8 years 
Fridays 2.00 p.m. Pre School Dance and Ballet 

New class for Reception age children on SATURDAYS at 
11.30 a.m. (Let us know if interested) 

CLASSES FOR OLDER CHILDREN PLUS TEENS 

Ballet/Tap/Modern/Contemporary 
Musical Theatre, Performance Groups 

RAD Ballet, ISTD Modern and Tap 
Regular shows. Opportunities to be in professional shows 

R K Construction 

 Extensions 
 ground works 
 general building 
 maintenance  
 landscaping works 

plus intricate brickwork projects  

City & Guilds trained with over 30 years experience 
 

Tel: 07774 239932  
Email: rkconstruction@btinternet.com 

mailto:cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com
http://www.pussycatcattery.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
mailto:rkconstruction@btinternet.net
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Little Growbags Children’s Nursery 

 
Hunters Moon, Bransford, WR6 5JB 

www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk 

‘Nurturing your child through play to their full potential’ 
Open 7.45 a..m. - 6.00 p.m. Monday to Friday 

From 3 months - 5 years: OFSTED registered for 37 places 
Small holiday club  :  Home cooked food 

Friendly, caring and flexible  :  Safe dropping off and parking 

Please call us on 01886 833379 

SHAUN’S TYRES, 
BATTERIES AND EXHAUSTS 

 

01684 770336 
07557 105233 

 
UNIT 1 SPRING COURT, SPRING LANE SOUTH 

MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE 
WR14 1AT 

 

30 YEARS OF RELIABLE AND EFFICIENT SERVICE 

SPORTS THERAPY MASSAGE 

 

Backache, Stiff Neck, Painful Knees, Arms or Legs? 
Don’t suffer; call and book a sports therapy massage, 

a remedial massage that can give pain relief 
to those aching muscles 

 

JULIA ADAMS – Holistic Therapist 
01886 832641/07968 726651 

Sherridge Road, Leigh Sinton 
Bowen Technique, Aromatherapy, Indian Head Massage 

and Sports Therapy Massage 

Fully Qualified Local Electrician                           
for all your Household Electrical needs. 

Also Heavily Experienced in Commercial and 
Industrial Electrics, as well as Testing. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, Mark 
Williams, for a free quote. 

 

 

Which trusted 

 www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  
mark@mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  

Tel: 07966 984893 

and offering 

home visits 

 

 

     
     

 

http://www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk
http://www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk
mailto:mark@mawilliams.co.uk
http://www.paytons.co.uk/
mailto:ask@paytons.co.uk
http://www.andysweeps.com/


Email your adverts and notices to cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com 

35 

Please mention the Newsletter when responding to advertisements. 

 
CURTAIN MAKER 
SUE BRADFORD 

 
An Experienced Seamstress 

with a sense of humour 
 

01886 833522 
07812 837936 

H & J 
Pest Control Services 

Domestic Properties and Commercial Contracts undertaken 
We treat Rats, Mice, Wasps from £30  

Hornets, Fleas, Squirrels, Flies, Moles, Bed Bugs, Rabbits, Birds, Carpet 
Moths/Beetles, Ants… 

Contact Henry Yardley:  07889 782933 

info@hjpc.co.uk                 www.hjpc.co.uk 

EXPERIENCED/ RELIABLE/AFFORDABLE/ALL PESTS TREATED 
FULLY INSURED  • BPCA/RSPH II QUALIFIED 

INSECTS/RODENTS/MOLES 

 

Bed and Breakfast at 

Larchgrove  

 

 

 

Bosbury Road 

Cradley 

WR13 5LT 
01886 880985 

www.larchgrovebb.com 

   Piano Tuning 
     Simon Peberdy 

   07588 533427 
     Piano technician, pianist, organist 
     www.simonpeberdymusic.com 

BILL JONES 
& SON 

Chimney Sweeps 
 

Clean and Efficient Service 
BRUSH AND VAC 

 

01684 568323 or 07570 988794  

RKH CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 
PRIVATE HIRE TAXI 

Professional   Prompt   Friendly 

Based in Cradley 

All UK Airports, Business Trips, 

Sporting Events, Parties, etc. 

Long and Local Trips 

Booking Essential 
Call Richard 07990 552531 

Email: rkhill2014@outlook.com 

 OPEN TO CUSTOMERS: 
Tuesday, Friday, Saturday   9am – 4pm          

ORDERS ONLY: Wednesday, Thursday 

www.crumptonhillfarmshop.com 

www.facebook.com/crumptonhillfarmshop  

Crumpton Hill, Storridge, 
 WR13 5HP 

 01886 880802 

 Fresh, seasonal local produce,  
local  cider, beer and wine and  
hand- made crafts. 

mailto:info@hjpc.co.uk
http://www.hjpc.co.uk
http://www.larchgrovebb.com
http://www.simonpeberdymusic.com
mailto:rkhill2014@outlook.com
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
http://www.crumptonhillfarmshop.com
http://www.facebook.com/crumptonhillfarmshop
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In view of the current situation, resulting in the cancellation of many events in the upcoming Diary, we have not 
included the Diary. Please let us know if you are holding an event or resuming your activities and we will put them in. 

DECEMBER    
Sun 6 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for copy of event notices and new advertisements 

to The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley. 
Sun 6 7.00 p.m. Charity Quiz Night in aid of Cradley Church at The Oak, Staplow. 
Sat 12 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for articles and diary entries to The Butchery, 

Bosbury Road, Cradley. 
Sat 19 4.00 p.m. A Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols, St James’ Church, Cradley. 
2021   A date for your 2021 DIARY: Cradley Summer Fete will be Sat 19 JUNE 2021 

 
Please keep your articles coming in. We're now back in print but we will also keep the Newsletter going 

online. Please, whenever possible, email articles, event notices and diary entries to the editorial team at: 
cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com 

Please send all advertising bookings and enquiries to the advertising team at:  

cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com 

Documents emailed to the team should be in Word or JPEG format. 

Hard copies can be left in the Newsletter’s mailbox fixed to the wall of The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley. 

Every effort is made to verify the authenticity of statements made in the Newsletter, but neither the Editor nor anyone 
connected with its production and distribution can accept any responsibility for errors or inaccuracies, or for the 
opinions expressed within it. Neither do they guarantee or endorse the services and products advertised. 

The Cradley, Mathon & Storridge Newsletter uses personal data for the purpose of managing the Newsletter, its 
subscriptions, distribution and advertising, the contributions submitted and its finances. Data may be retained for up 
to 7 years for accounts and tax purposes and for longer where required by law. If you would like to find out more 
about how we use your personal data or want to see a copy of the information about you that we hold please contact 
the Newsletter team on cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com. 

Editorial Team:  Robert Colledge, Antonia Musgrove, Ian Thompson 

The editor of the January issue will be Ian Thompson 

Compilation Team: Barbara Davies, Pauline Diplock, Jackie White   

THREE VILLAGES DIARY OF EVENTS for 2020/2021 

mailto:cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com
mailto:cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com
mailto:cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com


 

HADLEY & SONS, RUNDLEMEAD, MATHON 
    Tel: 01886 880524, or Mobile: 07976 515271 
 *  Forestry and fencing contractors                    *  Landscape gardeners 

 *  Haulage and mechanical excavation              *  Tree advisory service 

 *  Round timber purchased                     *  Tree surgery specialists 

 *  Firewood logs for sale 

Simon Thompson 
Locksmith 

Local trustworthy service by  
retired police officer. 

Doors opened, new locks fitted 
Upvc doors repaired, free security reviews 

Fixed prices and all work guaranteed. 
 

Please call 01886 880956 or 07957 109003 
www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk 

 

 

KEVIN ROBERTS  
 

 

DOMESTIC PLUMBING 
BATHROOMS 
CENTRAL HEATING 
TAPS AND WASHERS 
OIL BOILER SERVICES 
OFTEC REGISTERED 
UNVENTED REGISTERED 

 

TELEPHONE: 01886 880384   MOBILE: 07976 879719 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

 

 

P .  W .  &  L .  J .  H O D G K I S S  

T H E  B U T C H E R Y  
 

Shop Local 
Orders now being taken for Christmas 

Open Tuesdays to Fridays:  

9.00 a.m. til 4.00 p.m. 

Saturdays: 900 a.m. til 2.00 p.m. 

The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley,  

Worcestershire, WR13 5LT 

Telephone: 01886 880221   :    cradleybutchers.co.uk 

F. W. SPILSBURY 
GEORGIA A. SPILSBURY  

Malvern's longest established  
Independent Funeral Director 

24-hour service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

12 Upper Howsell Road, Malvern, WR14 1TL 

Tel. 01684 892777 

 www.fwspilsbury.co.uk 

fwspilsbury@gmail.com 

http://www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk
http://cradleybutchers.co.uk
http://www.fwspilsbury.co.uk
mailto:fwspilsbury@gmail.com
http://www.whitehousevets.com/online-booking/
http://www.whitehousevets.com/pet-club/
http://www.designer-creations.co.uk/
http://www.designer-creations.co.uk/


 

http://malvernhillsbandb.uk/  

Please phone  

Pauline or Stuart  
Diplock  
to book 

01886 880078  

BED &  
BREAKFAST  

at 

QUEENSWOOD 
CRADLEY 

 

A Malvern-based business. 

All aspects of groundworks undertaken. 
Foundations up to DPC 

Civil Engineering, Excavations 
Drainage, Concreting 

Hard Landscaping 

Contact us on 

01684 301765| 07977 141734 

davidmaundpowell@aol.com 

drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk           

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 • Plumbing 
• Bathrooms 
• Kitchens 

• Tiling 
• Maintenance 
• General Building 

Work 

Friendly, Honest and Reliable 
Service.  

 

Call Tim Diplock on  
07930 500955 / 01886 880078 

 timdiplock@gmail.com 

http://malvernhillsbandb.uk/
mailto:davidmaundpowell@aol.com
http://www.drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk
http://www.acertreeservices.com/
mailto:joe.brandt@btconnect.com
mailto:Joe.brandt@btinternet.com
http://www.acertreeservices.com/
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