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£8.00 for 12 issues (or £1.00 per copy) SEPTEMBER 2021 

THE 'HISTORIA CROYLANDENSIS' - AND THOSE WHO ARE TOO SURE! 

 

September, for many, sees a return to school and college. Our thoughts are with those especially who will be 
facing new challenges, perhaps travelling away from home for the first time or taking on new and more 
demanding tasks than previously. But for me the return to 'more normal times' will probably mean less time to 
study, not more - and I mean to make the most of these last days of summer. For example, I've booked a trip to 
the British Library, on the trail of a medieval  manuscript I've been chasing for years, which features in an article 
I've been working on, to be published - with a  fair wind - in a college magazine later in the year. 

I first came across the Historia Croylandensis - the history of Crowland Abbey - whilst on sabbatical a few years 
ago and browsing in the library of a seventeenth century archbishop (as you do). What caught my eye was an 
account which supposedly came from the twelfth century, telling of some very early scholars from Crowland 
Abbey who set themselves up as lecturers on the banks of the River Cam, a hundred years before the accepted 
date for the origins of the university at Cambridge. This version of the university's origins sounded altogether more 
respectable than the better known tale of a group of rowdies being thrown out of Oxford in the early 1200s and 
pitching up at Cambridge instead. I excitedly made a pencil copy of the relevant parts of the text - only to find out 
fairly soon afterwards that the entire chronicle had been dismissed as a forgery in the nineteenth century and 
treated as little more than an historical joke ever since. 

To cut a long story short, I've since discovered that one or two modern scholars have looked again at this 
chronicle, known for a hundred years as 'the Pseudo-Ingulph,' and I've made it my business this summer to ask 
the question 'What if...?'  I signed up for an online course in medieval Latin palaeography - the study of ancient 
handwritten documents - so that I might better engage with the original texts, which made me realise, among 
other things, how difficult it is to interpret much of this stuff. My online tutor said any number of times about  tricky 
texts, 'Well, it could be this...and then again, it could be that...' and it struck me that there were parallels, indeed, 
with a good deal of detailed Biblical scholarship, where the precise meanings and contexts of the original writings 
are often deeply uncertain. That's why often there are footnotes in more scholarly versions of the scriptures which 
say things like 'the Hebrew at this point is unclear', or give variant readings from the Greek, Hebrew or Aramaic. A 
caution, we might think, against all kinds of scriptural fundamentalism. 

Among the things on offer this September is an opportunity to engage with the Church of England's project, 'Living 
in Love and Faith.' This is a programme of meetings and discussions being set up all over the country to explore 
human relationships, which has given rise lately to various hysterical headlines and no end of misinterpretation. 
Nevertheless, a serious attempt is being made to help people understand the changes which are taking place in 
our understanding of relationships, love and sexuality, and help the Church of England to engage with these 
issues more appropriately. The response so far has been less than overwhelming, which, given the times we've 
been through, may not be surprising, but a pilot group will run in the deanery in September, and all are invited to 
take part. Details for those who are interested are available from the Revd Simon Tarlton, Rector of Bartestree 
Cross, on 01432 507986, or simon.tarlton@gmail.com. 

Whether it's the Historia Croylandensis and the history of Cambridge, our understanding of the Bible and the 
Christian faith or our attitudes towards sex and human relationships, I'm reminded of a quote from a former Ethics 
tutor at theological college who said to us: 'It's not the people who don't know what to think who worry me. It's 
those who are too sure!' 

 

Your Rector 

ROBERT WARD  
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Church Services in September 2021 

Weekly live-streamed services are indicated in bold type. Special services for Harvest are in 
bold, (though not necessarily being streamed), and are asterisked*. Please keep an eye on no-
tice boards, pew sheets and parish websites for updates. Masks and social distancing, whilst no 
longer compulsory, are still recommended in enclosed spaces. 
 
 

FIRST SUNDAY  9.30 a.m.      Parish Communion (CW) Mathon 

September 5                                             Live Streamed simultaneously from elsewhere 

14th Sunday after Trinity   10.45 a.m. Family Service – Lay led Cradley 

     6.00 p.m. Evensong Storridge 
     

Wednesday 8 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW) (said) Cradley 

   6.30 p.m.  Evening Prayer (said)              Live Streamed from the Rectory 
 

SECOND SUNDAY   9.30 a.m.  Mattins Storridge 

September 12  10.45 a.m. Family Communion (CW)           Live Streamed Cradley  

15th Sunday after Trinity  6.00 p.m. Evensong  Mathon 

  

Wednesday 15  10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW) (Said) Cradley 

  6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said)                 Live Streamed   

 

THIRD SUNDAY   9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) Storridge 

September 19  9.30 a.m. Mattins - Lay led Mathon 

16th Sunday after Trinity  10.45 a.m. Morning Service - Lay led                        Cradley  

  11.00 a.m.  Live Streamed service  

 

Wednesday 22  10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW) (Said) Cradley 

 6.30. p.m. Evening Prayer (said)                 Live Streamed  

 

FOURTH SUNDAY  9.30 a.m. Live Streamed Mattins from the Rectory   

September 26   9.30 a.m. Mattins - Lay led Storridge 

17th Sunday after Trinity  10.45 a.m. Parish Communion (CW)                        Cradley 

  *6.00 p.m. Harvest Festival  Mathon 

 

Wednesday 29  10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW) (said) Cradley 

  6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (Said)                Live Streamed from the Rectory  

Church Services in October 2021 

FIRST SUNDAY  9.30 a.m. Parish Communion (BCP) Mathon 

October 3   Service live-streamed simultaneously from elsewhere 

18th Sunday after Trinity*10.45 a.m.      Harvest Family Service  Cradley 

                                            *6.00 p.m.      Harvest Evensong  Storridge 

From The Registers 
 
Holy Baptism 
15 August      Rosie Charlotte Mackay Gammon           Mathon 
 
Funeral 
21 July      Margaret Dora Adams                   Storridge 
 
Interment of Ashes 
18 July      Maurice Wilce, Joan Wilce                     Mathon 
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MATHON CHURCH 

 READERS 

 5 September   Mr Wallker        Mr Crouch 

12 September        Mrs Seymour    Mr Edwards 

19 September  Mr Vivian      Mrs Crouch 

26 September Mrs Pugh          Mr Armitage 

3 October               Mrs Cutler        Mrs Armitage 
  

SIDESMEN 

 5 September Mr Crouch 

12 September Mr McKerracher 

19 September Mrs Walker 

26 Septermber Mrs Pugh 

3 October              Mrs Cutler 

The Speaker on the 19th September  is  
the Reverend James Stewart. 

STORRIDGE CHURCH FLOWERS 

September 5th  Mrs P Bradley 

September 12th  Mrs P Bradley 

September19th  Mrs J Horne 

September 26th  Mrs J Horne 

STORRIDGE VILLAGE HALL  
NEWS 

The winners of the August100 Club draw were: 

First  Brenda Ann Bye 
Second Elizabeth Armitage 
Third  Patricia Fouque 
Fourth Pat Fairfax 

If you want to see all the winners, they are all on 
our website www.storridgevillagehall.com. 

If you would like to join the draw, look on the  
website for an registration form or contact me. 

JACKIE WHITE 
Secretary 

jackie.white@hotmail.co.uk 
01886 833802  

CRADLEY CHURCH 200 CLUB 

This month’s winners are: 

First    David Helm 

Second  Elaine Hughes 

Third   Sue Ronan  

IAN BAILEY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATHON CHURCH MATTERS 

It is so enjoyable for the congregation to be able to 
sing in church once again following the easing of 
the restrictions imposed by the Covid regulations. 

Please note that our Harvest Festival Service 
will be held on Sunday 26

th
 September at 6.00 

p.m.  Do come and join in – it is always a very 
special service expressing our thanks for the 
harvest, living as we do in such a rural location. 

Services continue to be held in Mathon Church 
following the usual pattern. 

SP 

http://www.storridgevillagehall.com.
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Peter and Harriet Young would like to thank  

everyone for their kind wishes and offers of help 

during this difficult time. We are very grateful and 

thank you. 

Hurrah, Let’s Celebrate 

Enjoy Afternoon Tea with us as we celebrate 

meeting together again, person to person, face to 

face. 

Saturday September 4
th 

3.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. 

St. James’ Church, Cradley. 

 

Join us for afternoon tea in the church and the 

grounds as we celebrate with an informal get togeth-

er. Because of the Covid restrictions, it’s been so 

long since the group could meet in person, so let’s 

celebrate. Open not just to Christians Together in 

Cradley regulars, but to those who’ve never been to 

one of our meetings before. Come and see, come 

and share, come and enjoy. 

Hear more about who we are, what we do, and what 

events we have planned for the future. Historically, 

we have always met on the last Tuesday of the 

month, and we are hoping to continue to do so. 

The event is FREE and light refreshments will be 

available, so come and spend a relaxing afternoon 

meeting other Christians you might not know from 

the 3 villages – Cradley, Mathon and Storridge – and 

catching up with those you may not have seen for 

ages because of Covid.We’d love to see you and 

welcome you. 

To find out more, or if you have any questions, 

please phone one of us: 

                  Roy Smallwood     01886 880858  

David Strickland-Eales      01886 880273 

          Alan Jameison    01684 592600 

mailto:sue.ronan.me.uk
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THE LAMENT OF THE TURNING 
WORM 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

CRADLEY SURGERY NEWSLETTER  

Dr Patsy Dye 

Dr Chris Spruce 
 

September 2021 

Down beneath the eggshells 
where the teabags fester warm 
I wriggle and I gurgle: 
I am the Compost Worm 

 

Outside the weather’s wet and cold 
but in my bin it’s hot. 
The steam is rising slowly 
as I give it all I’ve got. 

 

I can yomp and chew for England, 
the very best that I can do. 
I have no break from eating, 
not even for a poo! 

 

There is no ceasing service 
to Great God Regurgitation. 
I have to keep on going 
just to win your approbation. 

 

Into the bottom of my bin 
encasing fine dark muck, 
you dig in deep and take it. 
Do you ever think to thank me? 
No such flippin’ luck! 

           ©  Jonathan Clay 

 

VOTED THE BEST GENERAL PRACTICE 

IN HEREFORDSHIRE 
Thank you to all of our patients for your humour, 
patience and gratitude even when things are trying 
and you are worried or alone. 

From the proud and happy team at Cradley 
Surgery! 

 
Flu Season is coming: Planning is underway for 

the coming roll out of this year’s flu vaccination 
programme. The flu vaccination is not perfect but it 
is the best defence we have.  Please watch this 
space or refer to our website for dates and locations 
of clinics and eligibility criteria. Reminder letters 
have not been sent out for some years now but 
uptake for our patients is very good for this important 
health prevention measure.   

 
Social Prescriber: We now have a Social 

Prescriber attached to Cradley. Her name is Amy 
Roberts and her role is explained below.  

A Social Prescriber is a non-medical professional 
working alongside the GP service to enhance the 
outcomes of patients in their care.  Their focus is on 
improving your physical, emotional and mental 
wellbeing and empowering you to improve your 
circumstances.  

  
They look together at the wider aspects of your life 

that might be negatively impacting you and co-create 
a way forward with these.  They will assist you to 
overcome any barriers that may exist. 

  
They offer non-medical information and support 

options and can link you in to services in your 
area.  They can give you the tools and information to 
make informed decisions about how you live your 
life. 

  
Examples of areas that they can assist with 

include;  

• Poor mental health including low mood and/or 
lack of confidence 

• Loneliness and isolation 
• Poor mobility 
• Relationship difficulties 

• Finance and benefits 

• Housing 

  
All referrals to the service are made through GPs 

and healthcare professionals at Cradley surgery.   

 
JUDE LEE 

Reception supervisor 
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DID YOU PICK HOPS? 

My name is Cameron and I’m getting in touch from 
BBC Countryfile’s Forward Planning team. We’re 
currently developing an episode of Countryfile at a hop 
yard in Herefordshire, and we’d like to celebrate the 
area’s rich history of hop picking.  

I just wondered if you could please direct me to 
anyone in the area who remembers what it was like to 
handpick the hops back in the day. It would be great to 
provide an insightful look into the history of hop picking 
and compare it with the present day.  

Any help you could provide would be great. 

Thanks so much and all the best, 

           CAMERON 

           cameron.howells@bbc.co.uk 

 
FRAUD UPDATE FROM WEST  
MERCIA POLICE ECONOMIC  
CRIME UNIT  
 

Action Fraud is reminding animal lovers to take extra care when buying a pet online, as new figures show more 
than £2.5 million has been lost to criminals through fake pet adverts. 
 
How to protect yourself:  

• Do your research: if you’re making a purchase from a website or person you don’t know and trust, carry out 
some research first. Look up reviews of the website or person you’re buying from. If you’re purchasing an 
item from an online marketplace, you can view the seller’s feedback history before going ahead with the 
purchase. 

• Trust your instincts: if you’re unable to view the animal in person, ask for a video call. If you’re buying a 
young animal, make sure you’re able to see the mother and rest of the litter. Any responsible seller will un-
derstand why you want to view the animal in person. If the seller declines, challenge them on why. If you 
have any suspicions, do not pay any money until you’re certain it’s genuine. 

• Choose your payment method wisely: avoid paying by bank transfer. Credit card or payment services such 
as PayPal give you a better chance of recovering your money if you become a victim of fraud. 

• When things go wrong: anyone can fall victim to fraud - if you think you’ve been a victim of fraud, contact 
your bank immediately and report it to Action Fraud online at actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 
2040. 

 
Action Fraud also advises that the public follow the advice of the Take Five to Stop Fraud campaign to keep 
themselves safe from fraud. 
 

• Stop - taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your money or information could keep you safe. 

• Challenge - could it be fake? It’s okay to reject, refuse or ignore any requests. Only criminals will try to rush 
or panic you. 

• Protect - if you think you’ve been a victim of fraud, contact your bank immediately and report it to Action 
Fraud online at actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 2040. 

 
Warning about scam calls from “matching” mobile phone numbers: 
 
The National Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB) is warning the public to be vigilant of scam calls that appear to be 
coming from numbers similar to their own. Commonly, the first seven digits (07nnnnn) match the victim ’s own 
number. The calls impersonate well-known government organisations, or law enforcement agencies, and will ask 
the recipient of the call to “press 1” in order to speak with an advisor, or police officer, about unpaid fines or police 
warrants. 
 
In May 2021, Action Fraud received 2,110 scam call reports where the caller’s number matched the first seven 
digits of the victim’s own phone number. Of these, 1,426 (68%) referred to HMRC or National Insurance. 

mailto:cameron.howells@bbc.co.uk
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.vuelio.co.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DPDVp23EahM5mZVeHM4Bqp_6mKK1MljeDo5AyK2lkNd0PQsARJFNWj8k-ZfzP077CW0i9BE7DUAnwNfqz4DNAXS5ryfWWiABgVzAq0FbIwSJNPvc1kqpj8dnEyDXm0gP96KG5TCvBA5HpK4Uqq3l
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.vuelio.co.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DRC502QtRAImCewqw1eaJNp1BJIbPT7yS5dvM6gbQ3suDKsHGE-KLJOG3JNGhl4huOYIzuEiAXthyaydK-ISCY5sGKWycB6xEwDI2qtChiwAAjx3r2VV0NYOVpm4-1PmWm19QcpXCTOeGg26oPNL
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ON THIS DAY 

meter was still running and showed a fare of 

£13,200. 

September 18
th

 1783: The Montgolfier brothers 

launched one of their earliest hot air balloons, filled 

with smoke. It carried 3 passengers – a sheep, a 

duck and a rooster. After an 8 minute flight it landed 

about 2 miles away. The duck and the sheep sur-

vived the journey but unfortunately the rooster was 

killed on landing. 

September 18th 2014: In a referendum billed as a 

“once in a generation decision” the people of Scot-

land voted to remain part of the UK. 

September 21
st

 1937: J.R.R. Tolkien published The 

Hobbit or There and Back Again, the forerunner of 

the Lord of the Rings trilogy. It was widely acclaimed 

by the critics and has never been out of print. 

September 22
nd

 1955: Commercial television was 

launched giving Britain a choice of 2 television chan-

nels for the first time. For the first year only viewers 

in London could watch it. The fact that The Archers 

ran a sensational story - Grace Archer losing her life 

in a fire - the same evening was said to be purely 

coincidental 

September 23
rd

 2019: Travel agency Thomas Cook 

went into liquidation, stranding about 150,000 holi-

daymakers abroad and prompting a major repatria-

tion operation.  Hays Travel took over many of the 

Thomas Cook high street stores. 

September 29
th

 1976: “No one owes Britain a liv-

ing” said Prime Minister James Callaghan as Britain 

applied for a £2.1 billion loan from the IMF after the 

value of the Pound collapsed. 

September 30
th

 1955: Film star James Dean died 

when he crashed his Porsche. He starred in only 3 

films, East of Eden, Rebel without a Cause and fi-

nally Giant, which was not released until after his 

death. 

IAN THOMPSON 

September 1
st

 1939: Claire Hollingworth, working for 

the Daily Telegraph, was the first journalist to break 

the news of the German invasion of Poland which led 

to the outbreak of the Second World War. Driving 

from Germany to Katowice in Poland she suddenly 

caught sight of large numbers of German troops, 

tanks and artillery.  She phoned her editor with the 

news, a world exclusive. She died in 2016 at the age 

of 105. 

September 4
th

 1922: The Swallow Sidecar Company 

was founded in Blackpool by William Walmsley and 

William Lyons. They took on a £1000 overdraft to start 

the business which eventually evolved into Jaguar 

Cars Ltd.  From sidecars they moved on to making 

bodies for car such as the Austin 7. They moved the 

business to Coventry in 1928 and within a few years 

they were building sports cars such as the SS Jaguar 

100.  By 1945 the name SS seemed somewhat tar-

nished, hence the change to Jaguar. 

September 6
th

 1866: Three tea clippers reached Lon-

don with 2 hours of each other after a 16,000 mile 

race to bring tea from China. Sericam, Taiping and 

Ariel were 200ft long and carried more than an acre of 

sail. They left Foochow in late May and raced at 

speeds of over 17 knots (20mph). 

September 8
th

 1944: The first German V-2 rocket to 

hit London landed in Chiswick, killing 3 people. The V-

2 had a sophisticated guidance system and flew at 

supersonic speeds carrying more than a ton of explo-

sive. In all about 1300 V-2s were fired at Britain, caus-

ing more than 2700 fatalities. 

September 9
th

 1913: Russian pilot Pyotr Nesterov 

had been convinced he could loop the loop in his 

Russian air force monoplane and despite the doubts 

of his colleagues he finally achieved the feat. He was 

then arrested for endangering the government owned 

aircraft. 

September 11
th

 1987: Four men were arrested and 

charged with trying to steal a dolphin valued at 

£25,000 from the Marineland Oceanarium at More-

cambe. 

September 12
th

 2012: Archaeologists announced 

that they believed they had found the remains of Rich-

ard lll, killed in the Battle of Bosworth, under a car 

park in Leicester. The find was confirmed and in 2014 

Leicester City Council opened the King Richard lll 

Visitor Centre to tell the story of his controversial life 

and death.  

September 14
th

 1988: On their way to Sydney a team 

of 6 men arrived in New Delhi in a London taxi.  The  
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Many people find the brown envelopes from HMRC 

quite worrying and often bewildering. If you feel like 

that, we hope this article helps you to deal with HMRC 

letters with more confidence. 

 

What the letter might be about: 
 

• Self-assessment.  You might have sent in a 
paper tax return or filed it online.  The letter will 
mention self-assessment and HMRC will have 
calculated your tax and sent you the calculation 
for that tax year.  This might show that you owe 
tax, or if you have paid too much tax, you are 
due a refund.  It could also be a self-
assessment statement which shows any tax 
owed or refunded and what you have paid over 
a set period of time. 

• A letter to tell you that you that although you are 
in Pay as You Earn (PAYE) and pay tax every 
month, you have still not paid enough tax.  
These will have a reference number on the 
bottom left hand corner of the front page of the 
letter.   The most common are PA302 or P800.  
A PA302 is used for annual tax bills where your 
income is such that you cannot pay the due tax 
in the usual PAYE method. Often your state 
pension is bigger than your tax free allowance, 
but your other pension is not large enough for 
HMRC to deduct all of the tax needed.  (HMRC 
are only allowed to deduct up to half of your 
payment at source).  This is called Simple 
Assessment and replaced self-assessment for 
tax payers in these situations.A P800 can still 
be a bill for unpaid tax, but is often the result of 
not enough tax being deducted in one or more 
tax years.  Common reasons are that correct 
tax codes were not issued by HMRC or not 
used by your employer or pension provider, 
HMRC did not include one of your incomes in 
the tax code or HMRC have not been told about 
untaxed interest on savings and have not 
updated your code.It could also be as a result 
of a couple who are married or in a civil 
partnership applying to HMRC for the transfer 
of Marriage Allowance – this is where the non-
tax payer can transfer 10% of their personal tax 
free allowance every tax year to their partner or 
spouse. When you ask for it to be backdated 
(up to four years if applicable) a refund 
calculation and payment will be sent for the 
earlier tax years. 

• A letter telling you how much tax refund you are 
entitled to.  This is often after you have 
completed and sent in one of the refund forms 
because you think you have paid too much tax 
on either a pension lump sum pay out(P53, 

LETTERS FROM HER MAJESTY’S REVENUE & CUSTOMS (HMRC) 

P53z, P50z or P55 form), or you are 
reclaiming some tax deducted on a PPI 
repayment (R40 form).     

• A letter clearly marked at the top of the page 
‘PAYE Coding notice’.  This shows you on 
one sheet, what tax codes HMRC are about 
to issue to the companies that pay you, and 
how they have worked out those codes. 

 
How you can be prepared to deal with these 

HMRC letters: 
 
To have the best chance of dealing with any 

correspondence from HMRC: 

• Keep in one place all of your P60s, end of 
year certificates for interest or dividends on 
savings, any P45s from employment that 
have ended or pension lump sums you have 
received, your coding notice from HMRC and 
letters informing you of any taxable benefits 
for the year.  If you have also received any of 
the calculations mentioned above, keep those 
too.  

• Never ignore the letters, decide HMRC must 
be wrong, or wait until HMRC send you more 
letters, with each one possibly being more 
worrying than the last. Deal with the letter as 
quickly as you can, by looking at your 
paperwork and seeing if you agree with 
HMRC’s figures.  If you agree and understand 
why you owe tax, then pay the tax owed, or 
contact HMRC if you think the calculation is 
incorrect.   

• If you cannot pay the bill immediately always 
contact HMRC to discuss a sensible way to 
pay the tax.  If HMRC owe you tax, make sure 
you understand how you will be paid.  Often 
HMRC ask you to go online to access your 
refund but if that is not possible, you may 
have to call HMRC for the refund to be issued 
or wait six weeks or more before it will be 
issued automatically. 

 
If you are on a low income you may want to 

consider contacting one of the tax charities for 
help: Tax Help for Older People, 01308 488066 
or, if you are under 60 years old, TaxAid, 0345 
120 3779.  

 
This article is by Tax Help for Older People, 

Registered Charity no 1102276 (Scotland no 
SC045819), offering free tax advice to older 
people on a low income who cannot afford 
professional help.   
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NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Send articles and enquiries to 

Editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

Send advertisements and notices to 

Adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

 
THE VILLAGES TEAM 

Basketball hoop, BMX site, goal posts, re-ordered 
slide, memorial clock, traffic restriction order on 
country lane, renewal of path through village burial 
ground, community orchard, wild flower verges, and 
new stiles. 

So what do these things have in common? 
Teamwork 

What team? 
Cradley and Storridge Parish Council 
 

So who are these people? 
We are all part of your village community. Some of 
us have been part of this team for some years, 
others only a few years, since they have moved into 
the village. 
 
Would you like to become part of this team who 

are working as volunteers on your behalf? 
Come and share your skills with us, come and learn 
new skills. Every councillor is entitled to free training 
through the Hereford Association of Local 
Councillors and national and local bodies who are 
involved, for example, in road safety and nature 
conservation. 
 

How much of my very valuable free time will it 
take? 

We meet on the second Tuesday of every month, 
but not in August or December. We meet at the 
village halls (Cradley in summer, Storridge in winter) 
from 7.00 p.m. for approximately 2½ hours. 
 

Can I give it a trial run? 
Most definitely - come and sit in as a member of the 
public and be a listening part of our monthly meeting 
– or check out our working groups to focus on a 
particular interest. See how we conduct ourselves, 
relaxed but business like, and how the council 
business takes shape. We are looking to diversify in 
all areas with new people and fresh ideas. We are 
currently a group of seven over 55 year olds. Youth 
and maturity are both welcome! 

So if you would like to know more about this team 
of volunteers, and how we do our best to care for 
the village and its people, then please contact Anne 
Scarsbrook, our chairperson, on 07531 840010 or 
email anneant262@gmail.com, look at our website 
cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk or contact our clerk - 
clerk@cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

JANITA GOODWIN 
Councillor 

mailto:anneant262@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Barbara/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/UE3LFH2W/The%20Villages%20Team%20(002).docx#_top#_top
mailto:clerk@cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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CRADLEY & STORRIDGE PARISH 
COUNCIL UPDATE 

 

The parish council met on July 20
th
 for the last time 

before the summer break.  Meetings are now back in 
person, and everyone is welcome to attend. 

The parish council will be at the community event at 
Cradley village hall on September 25

th
, so please 

come along and meet your councilors there. 

Unfortunately, we still haven’t had any expressions 
of interest in the vacant lengthsman position.  This 
means that there will be a backlog of routine work, 
but if there are any urgent matters that affect the 
recreation areas, please let us know. 

New benches and tables have now been installed 
at Chapel Lane and Buryfields.  The next project is to 
make a sensory garden at Chapel Lane.  There is a 
plan showing what this involves and where it will be 
on the council website – please let us know what you 
think. 

Herefordshire Council is moving ahead with the 
plan to restrict traffic on the lane between the 
Pixiefields entrance and Chockbury Lane.  The first 
stage will be a formal consultation process, so you 
may be contacted by them for feedback.  When we 
get more details, these will be advertised on the 
noticeboards and on the website. 

What’s next?  We’ve been asking for ideas about 
what would improve the parish and make it a better 
place to live: there seems to be quite a lot of support 
for more traffic calming (including further speed 
restrictions) and better provision for pedestrians such 
as improving walking routes to school – let us know if 
you have any other ideas. 

And…if you would like to get involved, we have a 
number of vacancies for parish councilors, or if that 
sounds too daunting, you could become a lay 
member of one of our working groups.  Why not 
have a word with one of our councilors at the 
community event to find out what’s involved? 

The next parish council meeting will be at 7.00 p.m. 
on September 14th, at Cradley village hall.  After 
that, our monthly meetings switch to Storridge for the 
winter months. 

 If you need to contact the council, you can reach the 

clerk by email at clerk@cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk, 

or by phone on 07591 249749. 

PHILIP STRIPLIN 

Clerk 

 

BARBARA BAKER’S NEW LIFE 

I’m sure most of you have heard that I am now 
living in Windsor Court residential care home in 
Lansdown Crescent, Malvern and I am very happy 
here. 

I would like to thank all my friends in Cradley for 
their kindness and friendship to Peter and me 
during our 30 happy years there. We particularly 
enjoyed our time at the village shop. 

If you feel like a coffee and a chat do call in – 
please phone first on 0808 163 9189  

Good luck to you all. 

BARBARA 

Any Old Iron?!! 
We will be collecting 
Scrap Metal 
in aid of 
Cradley
Scout Funds
On  Sat 9th Oct

We will collect any old washing machines, 
bikes, lawn mowers, pipework etc –
anything as long as it is made of metal!
Please call Ian on 07580281888 or e-mail 

Matthew.bailey@spellermetcalfe.com

to arrange a collection.

mailto:clerk@cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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involved.  7.6 years later it will slow down to orbit the 
Jupiter moon systems, passing over each one of the 
outer moons, remotely exploring the oceans under 
the ice with radar and to see how they have 
evolved. It will be looking for conditions that could 
support extra-terrestrial bacterial life. 

The bright planet Venus, and much dimmer Mars, 
set in the evening.   Currently the Mars 
Perseverance rover is very active in the Jezero 
crater that once contained the outflow of a river.  
The little helicopter operating in 1% of the Earth’s 
atmospheric pressure, has worked well and is acting 
as an advance reconnaissance for the main rover.  
It is collecting rock samples, doing spectral and 
chemical analysis, and leaving then in sealed 
containers for a future mission to pick up and bring 
back to Earth, looking for any signs of former 
bacterial or microbial life.  We now know some 
craters were once covered in sand dunes from 
winds blowing in different directions.  The planet 
once had a good atmosphere, rivers and seas, like 
our own, but lost it all to become a frozen desert. 

The recent UAE orbital explorer ‘Hope’ has 
ultraviolet imaged local aurora spots on Mars 
coinciding with concentrations of the remaining 
localised dispersed minuscule magnetic field. The 
China rover successfully landed elsewhere, and is 
currently exploring.  There are several high 
resolution imaging orbiters still operational, mapping 
seasonal changes in great detail and relaying rover 
data to Earth. 

 In 2022 the ExoMars probe will launch, a 
collaboration with European Space Agency and the 
Russian Space Agency in which the UK is providing 
instruments including the main camera. It will have a 
powerful drill to explore below the surface looking 
for extinct exobiology. The Curiosity rover from 2012 
is still operational, exploring Gale crater. 

There have been several probes to take samples 
of the surface from comets, returning them to Earth, 
most recently a Japanese one bringing back a 
sample.  They are all looking for any signs of 
bacterial life or conditions in which they could form 
and looking for any similarity in the oxygen isotope 
ratio in their water content composition with that of 
the water on Earth. 

We now think the recently detected phosphine in 
Venus’s upper atmosphere may be related to its 
volcanic activity rather than sulphuric acid resistant 
bacterial life. 

It’s now 30 years since any probe orbited Venus, 
and that, Magellan, was a revelation looking through 
the clouds with the aperture radar to map the 
surface rocks and volcanoes.   

A probe, VERITAS using synthetic aperture radar 
will measure Venus’s surface in more detail to 
determine the planet’s geological history 

    Continued on next page 

THE AUTUMN SKY, PLANETARY MISSIONS, GLOBAL WARMING 

Last time I started talking about the size of the atom 
and its structure, but I am deferring continuing that, 
so I can bring you up to date on solar system 
exploration and implications on global warming. 

The Milky Way in the late evening is overhead and 
is a glorious sight in binoculars, with thousands of 
stars per field of view of different brightness and 
colours.  The bright planet visible in the evening to 
the east and by midnight to the south is Jupiter. The 
picture shows in its cloud belts, and the red spot, a 
huge storm bigger than the earth. Through 
binoculars you will see the four Galilean moons. 
They also produce shadows on the very cold 
gaseous clouds of the huge gas ball planet. The 
innermost one, Io, orbits the planet in 1.6 days in an 
elliptical orbit and the gravitational pull of the planet 
causes huge tidal stress in the rocks of Io heating it 
so much that it has very active volcanoes.  These 
affect the magnetic field around Jupiter which 
interacts with the solar wind of electrons and 
produces aurorae at the poles. 

The planetary probe JUNO has been in orbit around 
Jupiter for a couple of years and measures its 
magnetic field and is imaging Jupiter cloud belts in 
the visible, ultraviolet and infrared spectra.  It orbits 
north to south over the poles to cover the whole 
planet while keeping its solar panels pointing towards 
the Sun. 

Jupiter showing the belts and red spot. 

Due to launch next year is JUICE, the Jupiter Icy 
Moons Explorer from the European Space Agency; 
being built by Airbus in which the UK is heavily 
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Continued from previous page 

Before that, DAVINCI+ should arrive to measure 
the composition of Venus’s atmosphere, its evolution 
and to see if it ever had an ocean, and how it 
became a runaway hot house with a surface 
temperature of 400° C and 100 times the Earth’s 
atmospheric pressure, of mostly carbon dioxide. The 
real possibility is that the Earth could eventually end 
up with the same fate through accelerated global 
warming. 

In advance of the UK hosting COP26; we have just 
had an extremely stark warning from the very 
extensive UN IPCC report on the effect of global 
warming on our planet. This is already a reality with 
extreme weather including massive flooding, 
exceptionally high temperatures and bush fires over 
the world and this will continue to get worse. The 
current warming started in the industrial era.  It is in 
our hands and we are rapidly running out of time to 
limit this and change our lifestyles and economy 
drastically, not leaving it entirely for future 
generations.  This means reducing our carbon 
footprint whatever way is possible, as it is mostly 
carbon dioxide released from fossil fuel burning 
causing the issue.  The natural level of carbon 
dioxide warms the planet by 15° C, but a few 
degrees more as expected in 50 years will take it out 
of self-regulation and also our control.  Once all the 
ice has melted and sunlight is no longer reflected 
back, the warming accelerates.  James Lovelock 
named the self-regulation of our planet through 
many processes, Gaia, but there becomes a point it 
can no longer do so until something else happens 
causing it to flip, as has happened a number of times 
before, but never previously due to humanity.  

Methane gas is far more warming but doesn’t stay 
in the atmosphere for more than a few decades.  
The Amazon rain forest is one of the world’s biggest 
carbon capture resources, but it is being cut down 
for cattle ranching and growing soya for cattle feed 
which results in more methane production.  The 
possibility of synthetic meats may help greatly. To 
change our lifestyles including cutting out most 
transport and minimising power consumption in all 
ways, is asking a lot.   

All electricity usage, whatever the source, including 
green ones, results in heating our planet.  The 
temperature rises until the input of heat matches that 
radiated to space. 

Next time I will talk about the techniques and 
facilities to discover extra solar planets around other 
stars. We have discovered many thousands in the 
last 15 years.  Nearly all stars have their own 
planetary systems, all very different from our own, 
and have evolved in very alien true to science fiction 
ways.  They are the evidence of the history of 
planetary evolution, including our own, now being 
much better understood.  With a home computer, 
exploring large stellar brightness fluctuations 
databases, we can all have a go, and so help 
answer the question: Are we alone? 

CHRIS BADDILEY 

EXCERPTS FROM PARISH  
MAGAZINES 

 

CRADLEY PARISH MAGAZINE  
OCTOBER 1897 

 
Harvest Festival – We hope to hold our Festival of 
Thanksgiving for the blessing of the Harvest on 
Thursday, October 14

th
.  The collection will be devoted 

to the Friends of the Royal Agricultural Benevolent 
Society. Gifts of flowers and corn for the decoration of 
the Church will be very welcome. 
 
Hop-pickers’ Services – The Services held by Mr 
Hanton, who comes from the head-quarters of the 
Church Army, have been well attended and much 
valued by the many hop-pickers, who coming from 
distant towns, take up their abode amongst us during 
the hop-picking season. 
 
Diocesan Conference – The Diocesan conference 
will be held this year at Leominster upon October 26

th
 

and 27
th
. 

STORRIDGE (St John’s) 
Storridge Vicarage 

September 20
th
 1897 

My dear People,  
 Our Harvest Thanksgiving will be held on 
Sunday, 17

th
 October.  Flowers and fruit will be 

needed for the decoration of the Church.  A full Choir 
will lead the congregation and the Offertories, as in 
previous years, will be required to meet the current 
expenses of the Church. 
 
Celia Hart is still in Worcester Infirmary and I am sorry 
to say that the last month has been to her a month of 
intense suffering.  Many weeks must elapse before 
she can return home and meanwhile eggs and flowers 
may be sent to her to the Vicarage. 
 
Miss Shapland’s Infirmary Tickets for 1897 have been 
a great blessing to the neighbourhood and many 
beside the actual recipients feel very grateful. 
 
I am glad that Mrs Bullock has returned strengthened 
and refreshed by her month’s change of air and scene 
at the Milford Convalescent Home.  She was much 
pleased by the care and thoughtful kindness shown 
her while there. 
 
I regret that the lack of Storridge News in the 
Magazine has been a cause of remark, but by the 
kindness of the Rector of Cradley I will endeavour for 
the future to embody the items of interest in a monthly 
letter.        
    Yours faithfully in Christ 

   Humphrey Davis 

Baptism 
Sept 5  Archibald Robert, son of John and Rosilla 
  Judge  
Burials 
Sept 4  Rosanna Oliver aged 3 years 
Sept 15  Frances Susan Holt aged 5 months 

Contributed by  
JOAN PROSSER 

Member of Heritage Group 
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Thousands of elephant-seekers have flocked to take 

on the Worcester’s Big Parade sculpture trail this 

summer. 

 
Visitors from all over the UK have spotted the 

brightly coloured elephants on the open-air trail 
through the city’s streets and public spaces.  

 
Since the trail launched on Tuesday, July 13

th
, the 

app has recorded more than 159,000 visits to 
individual elephants – with around 1,800 selfies 
uploaded to its gallery.  

 
The trail lasts eight-weeks, finishing on Sunday, 

September 5, and features a 66-strong herd – 30 of 
which will be auctioned in October to raise funds for 
St Richard’s Hospice. 

 

Sara Matthews, Business Development Manager for 
St Richard’s Hospice, said: “It’s wonderful to see so 
many people exploring the trail and reconnecting with 
friends and family here in the city. 

 
“The app is a really great way to discover the 

sculptures – as you can reveal, and listen to, facts 
about each elephant and artist, alongside unlocking 
information about the city too. Funds raised from the 
app, and the trail more widely, will support our care for 
patients with serious progressive illness and their 
loved ones too.” 
 

The app, sponsored by Harrison Clark Rickerbys, 
costs £1.99 and is available for download from the 
Apple App Store and Google Play.  

 
Once the trail has ended, there will be a final chance 

to see all 66 sculptures together at farewell events at 
Worcestershire County Cricket Club on Thursday 
September  30

th
  until Sunday  October 3

rd
  and again 

 
THOUSANDS FLOCK TO MEET  

WORCESTER’S HERD 
 

from Thursday October 7
th
  - Sunday October 10

th
  

2021.  
 
Tickets for the farewell events are on sale via 

www.worcestersbigparade.co.uk/event/farewell 
Tickets cost £6 for adults and £3 for two to 16-year-
olds, while under twos go free. A family ticket, of 
two adults and three children, is £15. 

 
On Thursday, October 14th, the large elephants – 

and one baby – will be auctioned to raise funds for 
St Richard’s Hospice. 

Philip Serrell, best known for appearing on TV 
shows such as Bargain Hunt and Flog It!, will 
auction each sculpture at the event held at DRPG 
in Hartlebury. 

 
Guests can join on the night or watch the live-

stream from home. Tickets are limited and to 
register interest in attending the event visit 
www.worcestersbigparade.co.uk/event/auction/ 

 
The funds raised at the auction will support St 

Richard’s Hospice to continue its care to patients 
with serious, progressive illnesses, their loved 
ones, and bereaved people across Worcestershire. 

 
Each year the hospice team supports more than 

2,900 patients, family members and bereaved 
people in Worcestershire.  

 
St Richard’s is an independent charity and relies 

on donations and gifts in Wills for the majority of its 
income with the remainder funded by the NHS. 

http://www.worcestersbigparade.co.uk/event/farewell
http://www.worcestersbigparade.co.uk/event/auction/
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At last Cradley WI held its first meeting back in 
our beautiful village hall on the first Thursday in 
August. What joy it was to welcome 24 ladies 
including 7 visitors. I do hope you’ll come back to join 
us. We held our produce show with the categories 
and organisation undertaken by Sue, Lesley and Di. 
Members did themselves proud with a wonderful 
display of cakes, sausage rolls, jams, flowers, 
pictures, cards and knitted teddies (the latter will be 
donated to Hereford Hospital children’s ward.) A big 
thank you to Jane Munford for having the difficult task 
of judging them all. Applause and cheers all round for 
the worthy winners of the categories with the rose 
bowl, for the overall winner with the most points going 
to Lesley Gregory and the nut cup for the best 
Victoria sandwich cake going Moira Chalk. 

While the judging was taking place Joy spoke about 
the work of Associated Country Women of the World 
(ACWW) a charity to which the WI is affiliated. 
Following the zoom talk by the Herefordshire 
representative of ACWW it had been decided that 
some of our fundraising for the rest of this year would 
go to this charity. As there was still some time before 
completion of the judging Maureen showed the video 
about the work of her sister’s burns charity 'Triple B 
Care Projects'  in the Philippines. Ladies were 
saddened by the appalling injuries but amazed by the 
work her sister does to heal them. We have helped in 
the past by collecting and packing medical supplies to 
send to her in the Philippines.  

It was remembered our last ’real’ meeting in 
March 2020 was a talk about Linus quilts by Lynne 
Adams, representing the Linus project, another 
charity where quilters give their time and material to 
make beautiful quilts to benefit children. She donated 
a beautiful quilt for us to raffle in aid of Acorns 
Children’s Hospice. This raffle will start in September, 
so look out for it at the WI stall at the community 
celebration day on the 25

th
. 

The open garden at our President Maureen’s garden 
turned out to be a great success despite the 
occasional downpours on the day. Many thanks to 
those who turned out to visit the somewhat soggy 
garden and sample the delicious homemade cakes 
and scones. 

Our August lunch club saw 19 ladies sit down to a 
delicious lunch at Ralph Court Gardens restaurant, 
with some following lunch with a walk round the 
delightful gardens. A good opportunity for a chat and 
a catch-up. Our September meeting (Thursday 2nd at 
7.30 p.m.) will be local man Nigel Evans talking about 
the history of Kimonos and showing us some of his 
spectacular collection. A warm welcome to any ladies 
to join us. 

This is my last WI report for the Newsletter as 

 

CRADLEY WI 

Cradley WI president, as I have reluctantly, but 
pragmatically decided to move to Essex to be nearer 
my family. I have enjoyed the friendship of the WI 
and learnt so much from the interesting topics at the 
monthly meetings and enjoyed the visits made to not 
only to places of interest but the convivial lunch club 
get-togethers. I valued the support of the WI ladies 
when I was widowed three years ago which kept me 
going through the dark days. I am grateful for 
the help WI ladies and Cradley villagers gave me in 
collecting and packing medical supplies for my 
sister’s charity. I have learnt to ‘zoom‘, both hosting 
and presenting and joining in meetings and 
demonstrations through the WI. I will certainly be 
looking for a new WI to join when I move, as it is one 
of the best ways to get to know people in a new 
area. Joy will be taking over as president for the rest 
of the WI year. I know she will be supported as well 
as I was. 

My very best wishes to you all  

MAUREEN SULLIVAN  
President, Cradley WI 

maureensullivan60@gmail.com  

mailto:maureensullivan60@gmail.com
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NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Send articles and enquiries to 

Editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

Send advertisements and notices to 

Adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

EVERGREEN CATCH-UP 

It’s August. I can’t believe it – we’re two thirds 

through the year and it will be Christmas in the blink 

of an eye the way things are moving. But hopefully 

there’s still quite a bit of summer left to enjoy. 

Still waiting for tomatoes to ripen but picking loads of 

runner beans on a regular basis and getting quite fed 

up of having them as a second or third veg with 

every main meal. What else can we do with them – 

do they freeze well? Bean chutney I suppose and 

sharing them with family and friends. 

We did pick some great beetroot - very pleased with 

the resulting jars of pickle. We’ve even lifted a forkful 

of first early potatoes. They tasted very good but 

went a bit slack in the water. 

We’ve just had a couple of very pleasant days with 

our middle son Jim and his wife and our two 

grandchildren whom we haven’t seen for a very long 

time. The weather was great for us and it’s really 

lifted our spirits. 

I’m still managing to meet up with my dear friend 

Margaret and enjoying little trips out to lunch and 

going for pleasant walks together.  

With the statistics and the uncertainty of the Covid 

variant at this moment in time I’m not very confident 

that Evergreen will be reconvening for a while longer. 

I need to feel confident that the safety of our 

members is not compromised in any way. But who 

knows what will happen? Watch this space. 

Keep safe everyone! A little thought for you: “Life is 

like looking for your phone. Most of the time it’s in 

your own hands.” 

Speak soon. Lots of love. 

CHRIS ORFORD 

Club leader 01886 880387 

 

 

 

Cradley and Storridge Parish Council are 
inviting tenders for a self-employed Parish 

Lengthsman 

The ideal candidate will be physically fit, have 
experience of safety and hazard identification and 
also enjoy working outdoors. You will be expected to 
use your own vehicle and equipment and have 
public liability insurance. 

Duties include: 

Verge cutting 

Hedge and fence management 

Drainage 

Minor storm debris and litter 

Non-mains powered traffic signs maintenance 
You will be able to work flexibly for approximately    
6-7 hours per week. We are seeking applications 
detailing experience, qualifications and a proposed 
hourly rate. 

Tender application forms and further information are 
available from the Parish Clerk, Phil Striplin on email 
clerk@cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk or 07591299749 

Deadline for sealed bids – in writing: 10
th
  

September 2021 

mailto:clerk@cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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PEOPLE, JUST PEOPLE 

• If my kids knew there was a light in the oven 

they’d probably leave that on too. 

• So apparently replying to a wedding invitation 

“Maybe next time” isn’t the correct response. 

• I’m on two diets now.......  I wasn’t getting 

nearly enough food on just one 

• I asked the librarian if the library had any 

books on paranoia. She whispered “They’re 

right behind you.” 

• Aliens probably ride past Earth and lock their 

doors. 

• I think senility is going to be a fairly smooth 

transition for me. 

• “It’s not about how tired you are. It’s about 

how tired you’re making everyone else.” My 

husband explaining bedtime to the kids. 

• Teenagers – Tired of being harassed by your 

parents? Act now! Move out, get a job and pay 

your own way while you still know everything. 

• The police came round last night and told me 

my dogs were chasing people on bikes. My 

dogs don’t even have bikes. 

• I’m fairly certain that the person who put the “r” 

in February also decided to spell Wednesday. 

And finally, seen outside a Chinese takeaway 

• People must not cough near you. They must 

cough far away. If you hear someone cough-

ing tell them to far cough. 

Contributed by Chris Orford. 

STORRIDGE WI 

In July members of Storridge WI met at the Red 

Lion for a very enjoyable lunch.  We went there on a 

recommendation from a member and we were not 

disappointed.  There was a varied menu to choose 

from.  A special mention goes to the jacket potato, 

prawns and salad.   

The international focus has been on Japan with the 
Olympics but Japan came to Storridge village hall 
during our August meeting, thanks to Nigel Evans 
and his extensive collection of kimonos, which he 
generously allowed members to examine and try on.  
He told members the correct way to wear these 
stunning garments.  We learnt the symbolism of 
motifs such as dragonflies, cranes, cherry blossom, 
pine trees and many more.   

The kimonos are not for everyday wear but for 
formal occasions.  For his finale Nigel produced an 
exquisite kimono with wonderful sleeves which a 
bride would wear on her wedding day.  Our 
president modelled this – it was stunning but oh so 
heavy!   

Our first meeting back in the village hall since the 
start of the pandemic was such an interesting and 
fun evening.  The hall is newly painted with a 
lowered ceiling and new double glazed windows.    
 

JOAN PROSSER 
Secretary 

http://www.okcradley.com/
http://www.cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk/
http://www.cradleysurgery.nhs.uk/
http://cradley.org.uk/
http://www.mathonparishcouncil.co.uk/
http://www.cradleychurch.org.uk/
http://www.storridgevillagehall.com/
http://www.cradleyschool.org.uk/
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[We received the following note from one of our esteemed contributors.   

To the Editor, 

Please do not alter the format of this article. Gaps between passages interfere with the flow of the prose, and any 

change in the arrangement of paragraphs plays havoc with the storyline. As for my name, I prefer it to be at the 

top beneath the title, so that my readers know immediately that it is I, and not some perfidious personage such as 

the rector’s wife, who has penned the piece. 

    Yours 

        J. Marble (Miss)] 

NO HOLE IN THE GROUND    

Contributed by:  Miss June Marble – frustrated motoring detective. 

  “It were ‘ere a fortnight ago, Miss Marble. Where’s it gone?” 

  “What was here, Mr Gribbins?” 
  “An ‘ole: a gurt big ‘ole. Somebody ‘as ‘ad it away: it’s been nicked!”  
  Such was the lament of the assistant surveyor of public works, otherwise known as the gaffer. I could see his 

point: if there ever had been a hole, it was gone now. However, his words left me perplexed; I suggested that he 
expand further with regard to his loss. 

  “An ‘ole’s a valuable item. With it you can access anything you like – provided it’s buried under the ground, that 
is. Three weeks back, I ‘ad this road closed so we could dig this ‘ere ‘ole. I wanted it round, but the ninnies dug it 
square. That’s why work ‘as been ‘eld up – got to get the permits to ‘ave it altered, you see. But now it’s upped 
and gone; could be another three weeks before we get a replacement dug.”   

  As an explanation this hardly enlightened me as to the reasons behind his calling on my services: I’m no adept 
with a pick and shovel. 

  “No need for hard graft, Miss Marble; I’d like you to find out who purloined it and, if possible, recover it. The 
county will show its gratitude, you can be sure of that. You might yet be granted another three months to pay all 
those arrears in council tax you’ve accumulated.” 

  It was a tempting offer: perhaps, with a few more like crimes to be solved, I might never be obliged to cough up 
again. But there were yet more enigmas to unravel. 

  Mr Gribbins enlightened me, “The lay person may well think a moderately-sized ‘ole next the kerb would not 
necessitate a total road closure; but there they are wrong. They forget the likelihood of vandalism; the spiteful 
removal of warning lights and barriers; the possibility of subsidence, and the probability of ill-conceived acts of 
lunacy. You would not credit the number of drivers who maliciously steer their vehicle into the excavation; yes, 
and as frequently follow it up with a lawsuit against the council.” He called for agreement from one of the many 
workmen supping tea at the side of the road, “Is that not the way it is, Frederick?” 

  “Right!” said a monosyllabic Fred. 
  Having found out as much as I was ever likely to, I left Mr Gribbins merrily arranging the readjustment of the 

diversion signs; ensuring that passing motorists would be sent round and round in ever decreasing circles. 
  Not surprisingly, I assumed the demand for second-hand road excavations would be limited; further enquires 

revealed how wrong I was. Just take note of all those troughs and patches decorating virtually every stretch of 
Tarmac in the realm: each and every one the genesis of a new pothole. I was in need of some expert advice on 
the identity of those fences who could handle such specialist goods; failing that I called on Inspector Slick. 

  The Inspector turned his retroussé nose up at the very mention. “Are you having me on?” he sneered; before 
relenting and giving me the benefit of his knowledge, “The trade is worth a mint to the criminal elements here in 
the West Midlands. Think about it – all those holes left lying around unprotected; just waiting to be filched. 
Nonetheless, the organization required necessitates the involvement of a specialist gang, employing heavy-duty 
equipment – it’s no easy matter to lift, unobserved, an unwieldy object such as a hole. Transport and storage 
would also pose problems: it’s not like concealing a pocketful of gemstones. Despite these drawbacks, the crime 
has reached epidemic proportions. Half our highways are closed. It took me three hours to drive the, what 
should’ve been, ten minute journey into work this morning.” 

  “But whenever I pass a road-works, nobody ever seems to be actively working there,” I complained.  “No! And 
why’s that? Cause it’s an appalling waste of resources, that’s why! Every time they complete digging a hole some 
tealeaf comes along and pinches it. Work comes to an immediate halt. And thus it will remain, until the abstracted 
excavations are returned to their respective road-works.” He threw up his hands and sighed. “I fear, though, that 
may be an impossible task – for we believe these holes are being illicitly exported to nations that do not have the 
technology and know-how to dig their own: states such as the USA, Sweden and Liechtenstein. The trade must 
be stopped!” 

  “Exactly what I’ve been hired to do, Inspector,” I declared. “Can you advise me on where to start?”  
  “Miss Marble, I’m sure you mean well, and only aim to line your pockets, but I believe the solving of this crime 

is beyond even your... huh-hmmm... idiosyncratic powers.” 
  And, though it pains me to admit it, the sheer scale of the scandal compels me to agree with the inglorious 

Inspector. 
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Paul J. Rowe 
 

All Aspects of 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

Experienced    •   Professional 
Reliable    •   Friendly 

07815 657472 

Or Facebook  

SHAUN’S TYRES, 
BATTERIES AND EXHAUSTS 

 

01684 575480 
07557 105233 

 
UNIT 1 SPRING COURT, SPRING LANE SOUTH 

MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE 
WR14 1AT 

 

30 YEARS OF RELIABLE AND EFFICIENT SERVICE 

Pussy Cat Cattery 

 

    
Luxury Boarding Cattery in an idyllic, 
safe and calm location for cats only. 

Seville Cottage, 
Suckley, Worcester, 

WR6 5EQ 
 

www.pussycatcattery.co.uk  
 

01886 884867 
Viewings are most welcome 

www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage 

Three Counties  
Chimney Sweep 
*Trading Standards Approved* 

 

*All Chimneys and Flues Swept 
*Cowl and Pot Fitting Service 
*Stove and Liner Installations 
*Nest and Blockage Removal 
*Stack and Roof Repairs 
*Fully Insured 

 Call Ian on:                 
Tel: 01684 891005     Mob: 07403 277 436 

Your Local Accredited Chimney Sweep   
 

 

To advertise contact 

Jan on 01886 880316 
Jackie on 01886 833802 

or email: 

Adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

   Piano Tuning 
     Simon Peberdy 

   07588 533427 
     Piano technician, pianist, organist 
     www.simonpeberdymusic.com 

Cecilia Hall Dance Centre 
Classes in Great Malvern Tel: 07443 872188 

ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk 

FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 

 Tuesdays 4.15pm  ages 6 & 7 
  4.45pm ages 3½ to 5 
 Fridays 3.45pm ages 2½ to 4 
 Saturdays 10.00am ages 6 & 7 
  11.15am ages 3½ to 5 

Classes for all ages Ballet, Modern and Tap. 
Performance Groups. Regular shows.  

RAD & ISTD Examinations  
Opportunities to be in professional shows.  

http://www.pussycatcattery.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage
http://www.crumptonhillfarmshop.com/
mailto:Adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk
http://www.simonpeberdymusic.com
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
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Simon The Plasterer 

 

15 years experience 

Quick and Reliable 

No Job Too Small 

Free Quotes 

 

Telephone 01886 880399 
Mobile 07784 337364  

Malvern Computers 
 

 

Repair, maintain, install and advise 
01684 561849 or 07852 474673 

malverncomputers@talktalk.net 
www.malvern-computers.co.uk 

IT Support 

Annie Henderson  
Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, blinds, loose covers and 

home accessories made using your 

own fabric 

Alteration service both for soft 
furnishings and clothing also available 

City and Guilds qualified 

For a free quotation please contact: 

01432 820125 

annie@needleseye.me.uk 

mailto:malverncomputers@talktalk.net
http://www.malvern-computers.co.uk
mailto:annie@needleseye.me.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Crowcroft-Market-At-The-Yard-107564021389374/
mailto:worcesterbespokejoinery.co.uk
http://www.worcesterbespokejoinery.co.uk/
http://www.wykehamgardens.com/
http://www.wykehamgardens.com/
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Northdown Curtains 
For a full installation service or self-fit  

We Make:  

 Curtains with hand-sewn headings,  

 Roman Blinds,  

 Also soft furnishings to match if required.  

We have a carefully selected range of fabric books, 

trimmings and hardware catalogues with samples 

available. 

We can supply and fit:  

 Fabrics, Poles, Curtain track,  

 Blind track (manual or  electric).  

 Made to measure Blinds by Intu and Perfect Fit to 

suit your window frame.  

Demo samples available on request.  

For friendly helpful advice or a free quote 

please contact Julie Ball on  

01531 640722  

mobile 07833 703490 

northdowncurtains@gmail.com 

 

ACCESS LIFT HIRE  

www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideal for flue lining, tree pruning, guttering, painting, aerial 
installations and internal factory works, etc. 

With working heights of up to 9.50m 
Able to fit through 2ft 6in openings 
All have current LOLER certificates 

 

With hire rates from £65 for half day call: 

Louise 07968 963359 or Chris 07710 489575 
 

info@accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 
www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 

Red Kite 

Pest Control 

Combining Tradition and Innovation 

For all your local Pest Control requirements 

All INSECT,  RODENT and 

 WILDLIFE Pests 

Free Advice, free no obligation Quotations 

 

-----------------------——--ALSO-——-------------------- 

TAXIDERMY 
 

I’m interested in purchasing  
unwanted pieces of  

taxidermy 
(for private collection) 

 

Telephone Andy Staples on: 
07977 044987 / 01886 832730 

mailto:northdowncurtains@gmail.com
http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:paadena29@gmail.com
http://www.paadena.co.uk/
mailto:paadena29@gmail.com
http/www.paadena.co.uk
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All aspects of building work and property 
maintenance 

Home &Garden
    www.sos.webeden.co.uk 

01886 880256     07545 004457 

Many references available 

 

HOME 

• Alterations 

• Conversions 

• Repointing 

• Bathroom up-
grades 

• Plastering 

• Carpentry 

• Decorating 

  

GARDEN 

• Patios and Paving 

• Walling 

• Turfing 

• Timber Decking 

• Composite      
Decking 

• Jungle Clearance 

• Fencing 

 

Cecilia Hall Dance Centre 
Classes in Great Malvern Tel: 07443 872188 

ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk 

ADULT D ANCE/FITNESS  

Mondays 10.40 a.m. Ballet 
 11.45 a.m. FitSteps 
 1.30 p.m. Tap 
 2.30 p.m. Ballet 

Tuesdays 9.20 a.m.  Pilates 
 10.30 a.m. Tap 
 11.30 a.m. FitSteps 
 1.50 p.m. Silver Swans Ballet (over 55’s) 
 3.00 p.m. Belly Dance 

Wednesdays 9.30 a.m. Modern Jazz Dance 
 10.35 a.m. Ballet 
 11.45 a.m. FitSteps 
 12.50 p.m. Flamenco 
 2.00 p.m. Ballet 
 3.00 p.m. Pilates  

Thursdays 10.00 a.m. FitSteps 
 11.15 a.m. Silver Swans Ballet (over 55’s) 
 *2.00 p.m. Silver Swans Ballet (over 55’s) 
 *8.00 p.m. Zumba Class for Mums 

Fridays 10.30 a.m. Silver Swans Ballet (over 55’s) 
 11.45 a.m. FitSteps 

Saturdays *8.45 a.m. Zumba Class for Mums 

Sundays 8.45 a.m. Pilates 
 10.00 a.m. FitSteps 

* new classes 
Classes must be pre-booked for social distancing. 

Lateral Flow Tests required for some classes. 

http://www.sos.webeden.co.uk
http://www.hairandbeautyatthepark.co.uk/
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
http://www.malvernstudios.co.uk/
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Opening Hours 

       Monday       9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m. 
       Tuesday               CLOSED 
       Wednesday  9.00 a.m. ~ 1.00 p.m. 
       Thursday     9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m.    
       Friday       1.00 p.m. ~ 6.30 p.m. 
       Saturday      8.30 a.m. ~ 12.30 p.m. 

 
Free Parking & Wheelchair Access  

Discounts for Pensioners & Children 
 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Tel: 01531 640799 

 
CURTAIN MAKER 
SUE BRADFORD 

 
An Experienced Seamstress 

with a sense of humour 
 

01886 833522 
07812 837936 

H & J 
Pest Control Services 

Domestic Properties and Commercial Contracts undertaken 
We treat Rats, Mice, Wasps from £30 

Hornets, Fleas, Squirrels, Flies, Moles, Bed Bugs, Rabbits, Birds, Carpet 
Moths/Beetles, Ants… 

Contact Henry Yardley:  07889 782933 

info@hjpc.co.uk                 www.hjpc.co.uk 

EXPERIENCED/ RELIABLE/AFFORDABLE/ALL PESTS TREATED 
FULLY INSURED  • BPCA/RSPH II QUALIFIED 

INSECTS/RODENTS/MOLES 

R K Construction 

 Extensions 
 ground works 
 general building 
 maintenance  
 landscaping works 

plus intricate brickwork projects  

City & Guilds trained with over 30 years experience 
 

Tel: 07774 239932  
Email: rkconstruction@btinternet.com 

BILL JONES 
& SON 

Chimney Sweeps 
 

Clean and Efficient Service 
BRUSH AND VAC 

 

01684 568323 or 07570 988794  

 

 
 

 

01531 641999 

NEW WAYS TO CONTACT US 

Send articles to: 

Editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

Send adverts and notices to: 

Adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

Website:  cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

mailto:info@hjpc.co.uk
http://www.hjpc.co.uk
mailto:rkconstruction@btinternet.net
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
mailto:Editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk
mailto:Adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk
http://www.cmsnewsletter.org.uk
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MASSAGE AND/OR WELLBEING 

COACHING 

MASSAGE for your painful  

back/shoulders/legs/arms/feet 

Plus COACHING enables you to  

help yourself when suffering from  

Chronic on-going conditions   

Relax with Aromatherapy oils  

Create a more comfortable life and feel  
more in control of your symptoms 

 
CALL NOW - FREE 30 min assessment  

FRAN DOIDGE fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk    

www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk  

01886 880100/07974 400575 

R.S.B. DECORATIONS 
Professional Painting and Decorating 

 

All aspects of Decorating undertaken 

Est. 34 years 

   01905 821453 / 07851 225277 

email:   roger.bent@btinternet.com  

• Interiors & Exteriors  

• Wooden flooring        
renovation 

• Granite worktop re-
pairs 

• Application of Epoxy 
floor paint for garages, 
cellars, sheds etc.                        

• Sash Windows  

• Kitchen units          
hand painted  

• End of tenancy     
freshen-up 

• Specialists in Black & 
White, Historic and 
Listed buildings 

 

Working at Height Specialists   Confined Space Contractor 
Rope Access (IRATA) Qualified   City & Guilds Certified 
 

Industrial: 

Silo clean/inspection  Confined space consultancy 

Tank clean/inspection  Confined space audits 

Roof inspection/repair Stand by rescue teams 

Gutter clean   Confined space entry 

Jet washing   Cladding repair   

 

Domestic: 

Roof repairs   Window clean  

Tree work   Jet washing   

Gutter clean 

 

For a free quote please contact Richie 

M: 07968 967 214 

E: info@severnaccess.co.uk  

W: www.severnaccess.co.uk 

mailto:fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
http://www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
mailto:roger.bent@btinternet.com
mailto:info@severnaccess.co.uk
http://www.severnaccess.co.uk
mailto:ellen@hillviewsoftfurnishings.co.uk
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Little Growbags Children’s Nursery 

 
Hunters Moon, Bransford, WR6 5JB 

www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk 

‘Nurturing your child through play to their full potential’ 
Open 7.45 a..m. - 6.00 p.m. Monday to Friday 

From 3 months - 5 years: OFSTED registered for 37 places 
Small holiday club  :  Home cooked food 

Friendly, caring and flexible  :  Safe dropping off and parking 

Please call us on 01886 833379 

SPORTS THERAPY MASSAGE 

 

Backache, Stiff Neck, Painful Knees, Arms or Legs? 
Don’t suffer; call and book a sports therapy massage, 

a remedial massage that can give pain relief 
to those aching muscles 

 

JULIA ADAMS – Holistic Therapist 
01886 832641/07968 726651 

Sherridge Road, Leigh Sinton 
Bowen Technique, Aromatherapy, Indian Head Massage 

and Sports Therapy Massage 

Fully Qualified Local Electrician                           
for all your Household Electrical needs. 

Also Heavily Experienced in Commercial and 
Industrial Electrics, as well as Testing. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, Mark 
Williams, for a free quote. 

 

 

Which trusted 

 www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  
mark@mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  

Tel: 07966 984893 

and offering 

home visits 

 

 

     
     

 

 

Learn to play… 
 

Saxophone, Clarinet, Flute, Trumpet/Cornet 
 

All ages welcome 
 

Contact: Baz 
01886 880985/07971 247310 

barry.strange1@btopenworld.com 

http://www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk
http://www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk
mailto:mark@mawilliams.co.uk
http://www.paytons.co.uk/
mailto:ask@paytons.co.uk
mailto:barry.strange1@btopenworld.com
http://www.andysweeps.com/
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The diary is up and running again! Please let us know if you are planning an event or resuming your activities so we 
can include your dates. 

SEPTEMBER    
Thu 2 7.30 p.m. Cradley WI meeting in Cradley Village Hall 
Sat 18 TBA 16th Annual Cradley Produce Show Cradley Village Hall 
Sat 25 2.00 p.m. A Community Celebration on the Church Lawn until 5.00 p.m. 
    
OCTOBER    
Thu 7 7.30 p.m. Cradley WI meeting in Cradley Village Hall 
Sat  9  Cradley Scouts collecting Scrap Metal during day. 
Sat 30 7.30 p.m. OneAchord in Concert at Cradley Village Hall 
    
NOVEMBER    
Thu 4 10.00 a.m. Cradley WI meeting in Cradley Village Hall 
Sat 27 10.30 a.m. Mathon Church Christmas Fair at Mathon Parish Hall until noon 
    
DECEMBER    
Thu 2 7.30 p.m. Cradley WI meeting in Cradley Village Hall 

Sat      4 TBA Cradley Christmas Fair in Cradley Village Hall 

 
Please keep your articles, event notices and reports coming in. Please, whenever possible, email your contributions to the 
editorial team at: editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk.We will be printing and delivering the printed version of the Newsletter as 
usual unless the Covid situation worsens. Additionally, it continues to be accessible to online subscribers at 
cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

Please send all advertising bookings and enquiries to the advertising team at:  adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

Documents emailed to the team should be in Word or JPEG format. Hard copies can be left in the Newsletter’s mailbox 
fixed to the wall of the old village shop in Bosbury Road, Cradley. Every effort is made to verify the authenticity of statements 
made in the Newsletter, but neither the Editor nor anyone connected with its production and distribution can accept any 
responsibility for errors or inaccuracies, or for the opinions expressed within it. Neither do they guarantee or endorse the 
services and products advertised.  

The Cradley, Mathon & Storridge Newsletter uses personal data for the purpose of managing the Newsletter, its 
subscriptions, distribution and advertising, the contributions submitted and its finances. Data may be retained for up to  
7 years for accounts and tax purposes and for longer where required by law. If you would like to find out more about how 
we use your personal data or want to see a copy of the information about you that we hold please contact the Newsletter 
team on editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

Compilation Team: Barbara Davies, Pauline Diplock, Jackie White 

Editorial Team: Robert Colledge, Antonia Musgrove, Ian Thompson.  
The editor of the October issue will be Antonia Musgrove. 

 
Edition Editor: Ian Thompson telephone 07712 527224 

Rector: The Revd Robert Ward, telephone 01886 880438 
Treasurer: Emily Hodkin, telephone 07811 905492 

Advertising: Jan Dampney, telephone 01886 880316 

Jackie White, telephone 01886 833802 
Cover photo this month “Little Teg” taken by Barbara Davies 

 

THREE VILLAGES DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

mailto:editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk
file:///C:/Users/Pauline/Documents/CMS%20Newsletter/2021%20AUGUST/TO%20DO/cmsnewsletter.org.uk
mailto:adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk
mailto:editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk


D & G DRAINAGE 
All aspects of drainage installations and repairs  

 
♦ Sewage Treatment Plants ♦ Septic Tanks  

♦ Foul & Storm Drainage ♦ All Groundworks Undertaken   
♦ Foundations ♦ Digger & Driver Hire  

♦ CCTV Camera Inspections 
 Contact Daniel Lowndes for free quotation!  

Tel: 01684 561338; or Mobile: 07875 394571  
E-mail: dan@dgdrainage.com  

Find us on Facebook  

HUNABAN HEATING LTD 
 

Heating Engineers               
 

 
Central heating installations. 
Oil and gas boilers installed, 

serviced and repaired. 
 

Solar panels supplied and installed. 
 

Aga and Rayburn cookers  
serviced and repaired. 

 
Power flushing and upgrading 

of heating systems. 
 

The Uplands, Westfields, Cradley, 
Nr Malvern, Worcs. WR13 5HZ 

Tel/Fax 01886 880260 
Mobile 07771 998238 

hunabanheating@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

Simon Thompson 
Locksmith 
Local trustworthy service by  
retired police officer. 

Doors opened, new locks fitted 
Upvc doors repaired, free security reviews 

Fixed prices and all work guaranteed. 
 

Please call 01886 880956 or 07957 109003 
www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk 

 

 

HEREFORD  01432 267151 

www.steelshereford.com 

HADLEY & SONS, RUNDLEMEAD, MATHON 
    Tel: 01886 880524, or Mobile: 07976 515271 

 *  Forestry and fencing contractors                    *  Landscape gardeners 

 *  Haulage and mechanical excavation              *  Tree advisory service 

 *  Round timber purchased                     *  Tree surgery specialists            
 * Firewood logs for sale                * Saw mills 

 

 

F. W. SPILSBURY 
GEORGIA A. SPILSBURY  

Malvern's longest established  
Independent Funeral Director 

24-hour service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

12 Upper Howsell Road, Malvern, WR14 1TL 

Tel. 01684 892777 

 www.fwspilsbury.co.uk 

fwspilsbury@gmail.com 

 

 

  

 

‘don’t get stung’ 
 

FIXED PRICE WASP NEST 

TREATMENT 

TEL: 07968 982111 

mailto:dan@dgdrainage.com
mailto:hunabanheating@btinternet.com
http://www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk
http://www.steelshereford.com
http://www.fwspilsbury.co.uk
mailto:fwspilsbury@gmail.com


 

http://malvernhillsbandb.uk/  

 

Please phone  

Pauline or Stuart  
Diplock  
to book 

01886 880078  

 

BED &  
BREAKFAST  

at 

QUEENSWOOD 
CRADLEY 

 

A Malvern-based business. 

All aspects of groundworks undertaken. 

Foundations up to DPC 
Civil Engineering, Excavations 

Drainage, Concreting 
Hard Landscaping 

Contact us on 

01684 301765| 07977 141734 

davidmaundpowell@aol.com 

drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk           

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 • Plumbing 
• Bathrooms 
• Kitchens 

• Tiling 
• Maintenance 
• General Building 

Work 

Friendly, Honest and Reliable 
Service.  

 

Call Tim Diplock on  
07930 500955 / 01886 880078 

 timdiplock@gmail.com 

http://malvernhillsbandb.uk/
mailto:davidmaundpowell@aol.com
http://www.drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk
mailto:timdiplock@gmail.com
mailto:Joe.brandt@btconnect.com
http://www.acertreeservices.com/
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