
May 2020 

CRADLEY           MATHON           STORRIDGE 

Including VE DAY 75  Celebration Events 

in Herefordshire 



D & G DRAINAGE 

& GROUNDWORKS 

All aspects of drainage installations and repairs 
Drain cleaning and unblocking 

Blocked drains, toilets, sinks, baths, showers 
CCTV Camera Inspections and surveys 

 

Contact Daniel Lowndes for free quotation! 

Tel: 01684 561338; or Mobile: 07875 394571 
E-mail: dan@fixmydrains.co.uk 

www.fixmydrains.co.uk 

HUNABAN HEATING LTD 
 

Heating Engineers               
 

 
Central heating installations. 
Oil and gas boilers installed, 

serviced and repaired. 
 

Solar panels supplied and installed. 
 

Aga and Rayburn cookers  
serviced and repaired. 

 
Power flushing and upgrading 

of heating systems. 
 

The Uplands, Westfields, Cradley, 
Nr Malvern, Worcs. WR13 5HZ 

Tel/Fax 01886 880260 
Mobile 07771 998238 

hunabanheating@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEREFORD  01432 267151 

www.steelshereford.com 

KEVIN ROBERTS  
 

 

DOMESTIC PLUMBING 
BATHROOMS 
CENTRAL HEATING 
TAPS AND WASHERS 
OIL BOILER SERVICES 
OFTEC REGISTERED 
UNVENTED REGISTERED 

 

TELEPHONE: 01886 880384   MOBILE: 07976 879719 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

 

 

EASYTRAVEL    we make travel easy 

A really personal service... 

Because we are truly an independent ABTA bonded 
travel agency, established in 1976. 

We provide a full range of travel options, including:   

• Tailor-made Itineraries                ●   Accommodation only 

• Package Holidays                          ●   City Breaks 

• Cruise (Members of  CLIA Cruise Lines International Association) 

• Coach Holidays (including our own programme with  free home 
pickups in Malvern and free local pickups from surrounding areas) 

• UK Holidays including Cottages, Boating and Parks 

• Flights and Ferries                              

• Car Hire, Airport Hotels, Parking and Lounges 
Our independence allows us to bring you an extensive range of Tour 

Operators—all of whom are ATOL-protected. 
 Like a jigsaw, we slot all the pieces together so every customer has 

their own personalised holiday. 
With a combined 100 years in the travel industry  Rachel, Sam, 

Ann and Stephanie will provide you with an experienced, friendly 

and professional  service from start to finish. 

IT’S LONELY BOOKING ONLINE! 
We care as much about your holiday as you do.  
                   EASYTRAVEL (Malvern) Ltd 

            11 Worcester Road, Great Malvern, WR14 4QY 

                                               Tel: 01684 574909            

W2204 and 26458                      www.easytravelmalvern.co.uk 

                   holidays@easytravelmalvern.co.uk   

mailto:dan@fixmydrains.co.uk
http://www.fixmydrains.co.uk
mailto:hunabanheating@btinternet.com
http://www.easytravelmalvern.co.uk
http://www.designer-creations.co.uk


  

 

 
 

Please see below the information we have received from the 
Lieutenant of Herefordshire about VE Day 75 celebrations, 
which can now no longer take place as originally planned. 
However, there are certain arrangements for the TV, (HM 
The Queen speaking and other events) which, if you like, 
you can be part of. You may already know about it.  

 

You may have heard of a number of campaigns and ways 
we can mark VE Day 75 over the Bank Holiday Friday from 
the safety of our own homes.  Here is a one-off special 
outlining some of the terrific initiatives that all ages can get 
involved with, from when to raise a glass to some fantastic 
activities for children and people of all ages: 
  

The Nation’s Toast, Friday 8 May at 3 p.m. 
We are calling on Herefordshire to join the ‘Nation’s Toast to 
the Heroes of WW2’ at 3 p.m. on Friday 8 May.   Raise a 
glass or cup of your choice, in the safety of your own 
home,  and use this unique opportunity to pay tribute to the 
many millions at home and abroad that gave so much to 
ensure peace in Europe 75 years ago. 
  
The Toast is: 
“For those that gave so much, we thank you.” 

In a recent media release, Lady Darnley,  Her Majesty's 
Lord Lieutenant of Herefordshire, The Dowager Countess of 
Darnley, in a fitting tribute says, 
  
“Coronavirus has altered our lives so completely that we are 
all having to accept unexpected, and unwelcome, 
restrictions and challenges. It is a great disappointment that 
so many long-planned events have, for everyone’s safety, to 
be cancelled, but it is still hugely important that we 
remember with thanksgiving the sacrifices made during the 
Second World War, and the joy and relief felt across the 
nation on Victory in Europe Day”. 

 “From my high risk isolation, and as Her Majesty’s 
representative in Herefordshire I send my very best wishes 
to our veterans and their families, and our friends working 
across the military charities, whilst also thanking all of those 
wonderful people across this county who are working so 
hard in this present crisis to keep us safe. As Her Majesty 
the Queen said “we shall meet again”. 

 Continue to read the article here: 
 https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/news/article/983/
commemorate_ve_day_with_your_family_on_8_may 
  

The Queen will commemorate the 75th anniversary of 
VE Day with a televised address to the nation. 
 
The monarch's address will be broadcast on the BBC on 
8 May at 9 p.m. - the exact moment her father, King George 
VI, gave a radio address 75 years ago. 
  

 

The Royal British Legion 
With members of the public unable to attend VE Day 75 
events, The Royal British Legion is playing a central role in 
the delivery of a range of remote activities on Friday 8 May, 
including: 

• National moments of Remembrance and thanksgiving, 
including a Two Minute Silence at 11 a.m. 

• A live VE Day 75 livestream at 11.15 a.m. 

• A UK-wide singalong to Vera Lynn’s ‘We’ll Meet Again’ 
at 9 p.m. 

• A VE Day learning pack for children aged 7-14 years 

• An evening of memories and music in partnership with 
the BBC from 8 p.m. on BBC One 

 Read more at: https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/
remembrance/remembrance-events/ve-day-75 

  

Read more here on further announcements from the Dept. 
for Culture, Media and Sport and MoD: https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/her-majesty-the-queen-to-send-a-
message-to-the-nation-to-mark-75th-anniversary-of-ve-day 
   

BBC Great British Bunting 
Make your own special VE Day 75 ‘Great British Bunting’ to 
display in your window at home. Hang your bunting with 
pride over the weekend of Friday 8 May - Sunday 10 May 
and make sure you share your pictures with us and on 
social media using the hashtags #GreatBritishBunting, 
#VEDay75 and #BBCMakeaDifference.  Lots of ideas and 
templates to be found at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-
british-bunting 
  

BBC Herefordshire & Worcestershire 
Nicola Goodwin, from BBC Herefordshire & Worcestershire 
will be covering the day via BBC HW Facebook page 
@bbcherefordandworcester.  Send in your photos, 
memories, and stories to nicola.goodwin@bbc.co.uk 
  

The Hereford Times VE Day Supplement 

Look out for a special edition supplement from the county’s 
newspaper featuring photos, memorabilia and stories, 
submissions and tributes. 
  

Dan Snow’s Creative challenge 
Historian and Broadcaster, Dan Snow has set a creative 
challenge for children and will present a week of history 
lessons on Dan’s History Hit YouTube channel in the week 
running up to 8 May. For more VE Day activity inspiration 
visit: www.ve-vjday75.gov.uk 
  

A message from  Kate La Barre 
Finally, we are facing some of the most challenging times 
since the end of the Second World War.  Let’s join together 
as we honour the brave men and women of yesterday, just 
as communities are doing now and did so 75 years ago –
this time, not on the streets or at parties but just as special, 
in the safety of our homes.   

KATE LA BARRE 

Armed Forces Covenant Partnership Officer 
Corporate Support Division 

Herefordshire Council | Plough Lane |  Hereford | HR4 0LE 
Kate.labarre@herefordshire.gov.uk 

Mobile: 07792 882022 
Tel: 01432 261 630 

Supporting Herefordshire's Armed Forces Covenant 
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/armedforces  

VE DAY 75  
CELEBRATIONS 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/news/article/983/commemorate_ve_day_with_your_family_on_8_may
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/news/article/983/commemorate_ve_day_with_your_family_on_8_may
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/news/article/983/commemorate_ve_day_with_your_family_on_8_may
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remembrance-events/ve-day-75
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remembrance-events/ve-day-75
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/her-majesty-the-queen-to-send-a-message-to-the-nation-to-mark-75th-anniversary-of-ve-day
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/her-majesty-the-queen-to-send-a-message-to-the-nation-to-mark-75th-anniversary-of-ve-day
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/her-majesty-the-queen-to-send-a-message-to-the-nation-to-mark-75th-anniversary-of-ve-day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting
mailto:nicola.goodwin@bbc.co.uk
http://www.ve-vjday75.gov.uk/
mailto:Kate.labarre@herefordshire.gov.uk
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/armedforces
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£8.00 for 12 issues (or £1 per copy) MAY 2020 

 
COVID SPRING 

 

Our May Newsletter seems destined to go out 'digitally' to most of our readers, with a few printed copies being 
issued for those who'd otherwise be unable to receive it. We knew a month ago that this might happen, due to 
measures to restrict the spread of the Corona Virus Covid-19. Providentially, there were plans already being 
made at the Newsletter AGM earlier in the year to offer a digital option in any case to those who might prefer to 
receive the Newsletter in that form: and now, as it's turned out, that plan of action was ready to launch, in the nick 
of time! Times of crisis have often been times when new technologies have received a boost, and when solutions 
to present problems have pioneered new things which in the end have proved beneficial to all. Maybe that might 
prove to be the case in this situation, too, however difficult the current situation is for everyone caught up in it.  

 

Never has the Church of England been seen to move so quickly, so effectively or so unitedly, someone said 
recently - it's just a shame that the single, united and effective measure being taken is the closure of all our 
churches, and in some places even our churchyards, in an extreme bid to implement every possible measure to 
avoid the spread of the virus. Some clergy have protested bitterly at being barred even from praying in their own 
churches, and Roman Catholic clergy have been encouraged by their bishops to go on offering Mass in their 
churches on behalf of their people, who cannot be present: but the Archbishop of Canterbury has made it clear 
that as the national church, the Church of England needs in this to set an example and to do consistently what  
most thoroughly safeguards public health.  

 
So how has this spring been for you? At its worst, it's been for many a time of separation from family, friends and 

loved ones, anxiety about sickness, about jobs, about income, about exams. But alongside that, there are tales of 
people who say they've noticed for the first time the coming of the spring, the greening of the trees, the song and 
the behaviour of the birds. Taking the prescribed 'daily walk', I've been more able, not less, to balance time spent 
outside with time spent, for example, at the computer desk, or in the car, and I've seen any number of local 
couples and families in the lanes and across the fields who wouldn't normally be seen, and whose lives are no 
doubt spent for the most part anywhere other than the places where they live, and rarely in the company of those 
with whom they'd choose to spend their lives. Dreams in the 1960s and 1970s of a new 'age of leisure', in which 
work would dominate less, seem for most people never to have been realised. Quality of life, even in times of 
national prosperity, seems to have been reduced for so many by the need for everyone, men and women alike, to 
work incessantly to afford even a roof over their heads.  

 
We've noticed overhead the absence, for the first time, of vapour trails, signalling the grounding of so many 

flights. Pretty much what climate change protesters have said could help to make all the difference. The A4103 
has become quieter. The air quality, we hear, is better than it has been for years. Some insect species which have 
been in steep decline have shown signs of recovery. Could there be some pointers, in all the upheavals of the 
present, to some things in life which could be better, not worse, 'when this is all over'? Could we then muster 
again the resolve, the determination and the energy to make the right things happen...? If we can find new ways 
to do many things now, what about then? 

 
Wishing you a blessed, and fruitful, continuing Easter-tide 

 

Your Rector, 

 

ROBERT WARD 
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Church Services in  May 2020 

 

  Although we have been unable to worship in our churches since the middle of March due to  
restrictions in place because of the Coronavirus, there is a reasonable expectation that restrictions might be  
relaxed during the month ahead.  In view of that, we have produced the usual calendar of services for the month, 
which will come into operation as soon as circumstances allow.  
 

Meanwhile, please join us by telephone or online twice a week: SUNDAY MORNINGS at 10.00 a.m. and  
TUESDAY EVENINGS at AT 6.30 p.m., for services 'broadcast' from the Benefice. Details are on our parish  
websites and in our weekly 'e-news', available from Kevin Brewer -  kevrbrewer@aol.com, or 01886 880017. 
 

When we are so permitted, church services will take place for those who are able to attend; and for those who  
continue to be locked down, some online worship will continue to be provided. 
         

(As ever, * denotes a change from the usual monthly pattern) 

FIRST SUNDAY  9.30 a.m. Parish Communion (BCP) Mathon 

May 3 (4th Sunday of 10.45 a.m. Family Harvest Festival Service   Cradley 

Easter: BCP Easter 3) 6.00 p.m. Evensong Storridge  
 

Monday 4 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Cradley 

Tuesday 5 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Mathon 

Wednesday 6 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW) Cradley 

 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Storridge 
 

SECOND SUNDAY 9.30 a.m.  Mattins Storridge 

May 10 (5th Sunday of 10.45 a.m. Parish Communion (CW) Cradley 

Easter: BDP Easter 4) 6.00 p.m. Evensong Mathon 
 

Monday 11 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Cradley 

Tuesday 12 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Mathon 

Wednesday 13 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW)  Cradley 

                                   6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Storridge 
 

THIRD SUNDAY      *8.30 a.m. Holy Communion (said)            Cradley 

May 17 (6th Sunday of  *10.45 a.m. Procession round the centre of Mathon village, starting and 

Easter)      ending at the church             Mathon 

ROGATION SUNDAY     
    

Monday 18 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Cradley 

Tuesday 19 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Mathon 

Wednesday 20 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW)  Cradley 

                                   6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Storridge 
 

Thursday 21 *7.30p.m. Deanery Communion at St James the Great, Colwall 

Ascension Day 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY 9.30 a.m. Mattins - Lay led Storridge 

May 24 (7th Sunday of  9.30 a.m. Shorter Mattins Mathon 

Easter: Sunday after 10.45 a.m. Parish Communion                                                                   Cradley 

Ascension Day)  
 

Monday 25                        *No Evening Prayer  - Bank Holiday Monday  

Tuesday 26 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said) Mathon 

Wednesday 27 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW) Cradley 

 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer Storridge 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY *9.30 a.m. Benefice Communion Service Storridge 

DAY OF PENTECOST  
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………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Church Services in  June 2020 
 

FIRST SUNDAY 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion (BCP) Mathon 

June 7 10.30 a.m. Family Service with Jimmy's Band Cradley 

Trinity Sunday 6.30 p.m. Evensong Storridge 
 

From the Registers 
Funerals 

March 23 Faith Bellamy  Worcester Crematorium 

April 2 John Monk The Vale Crematorium, Fladbury 

 Sally Williams Mathon Churchyard 

April 20 Wynnell Hunt Cradley Churchyard 

April 23 Thomas Jones Mathon Churchyard 

Due to the Coronavirus we are taking the precaution 
of not holding a meeting in May.  We hope  
everything will be back to normal so we will be able 
to hold a meeting in June. 
 

We have not been idle while being locked down 
and have put up notices on the Village Notice 
Boards about prayer.  So, if you, or anyone you 
know of would like prayer, you can see a copy of the  
notice opposite. 

 
God bless you all and keep safe. 

ALAN & ANGELA JAMEISON.  

01886 880687    

CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 
 

In these difficult days of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
many people are fearful, anxious and distressed. But 
there is hope. Hope in a God who cares for us, and 
who loves us.  
 

We, as part of Christians Together in Cradley, offer 
to pray for you, your family, your loved ones, or  
maybe just a friend or a neighbour. Especially,  
perhaps, for an older person you know who cannot 
leave the house and who feels vulnerable and  
isolated. 

 
Please ring any of the members listed below and 

it’ll be our privilege to pray for you or whoever you 
want prayer for. This is in absolute confidence, and 
no details of you, them, or your prayer request will be 
shared with anyone else. It’s just between, you, us, 
and God himself. 

 
May God bless you. 
 

ALAN AND ANGELA        07866 768200 

ROY AND JO    07503 173176 

Serving Cradley and the surrounding villages. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Edition Editor:  Robert Colledge 01886 880782 

Rector:  The Revd Robert Ward, telephone 01886 880438 

Treasurer:  Robert Colledge, telephone 01886 880782 

Advertising:  Jan Dampney, telephone 01886 880316 

Jackie White, telephone 01886 833802 

Cover Photo this month contributed by Wynne Harries 
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CRADLEY MATHON AND  
STORRIDGE SUPPORT GROUP 

This group of local volunteers has been created to  
support those who need help during self-isolation. 

1. Food and supplies 

The two shops in the parish are both happy and  
willing to prepare deliveries if these are phoned though 
to them. Volunteers will then deliver the  
provisions. 

• Cradley Butchery and Stores: 01886 880221 

• Crumpton Hill Farm Shop: 01886 880802 

Please try to order weekly and bear in mind that 
stocks may be limited. Orders should be paid for over 
the phone, not via the volunteers. 

We are planning for deliveries to be made in the early 
evening and be announced by a knock on the door. 
The deliverer will stand well away until you’ve opened 
the door and received your order, so contact will be 
minimal. 

2. Telephone Social Support 

Prolonged self-isolation will be difficult for all of us and 
anyone feeling in need of a friendly chat and support 
should phone the number below and a team of  
volunteers will be delighted make regular  
telephone contact with you and support you. 

• Jill Salmons: 01886 880920 

3. Prescriptions 

Cradley Surgery will be delivering prescriptions as  
usual. Our volunteers will be available to assist the 
surgery with deliveries if they get very busy. Please 
arrange any prescription deliveries required through 
surgery 

• Cradley Surgery: 01886 880207 

4. Volunteers 

We welcome volunteers for any of the three services 
above. Those over 70 or with other risk factors should 
only volunteer for giving telephone social  
support as obviously they will be isolating themselves. 

• Bruce Herriot: 01886 880146 or 07813 663480 for 
help with deliveries 

• Jill Salmons: 01886 880920 for help with  
telephone Social Support 

Please follow all the government advice about  
self-isolation. However “fit and well” you feel and  
whatever your views on your own personal risk,  
government policy is for the protection of the whole 
community and the NHS as well. Try to protect our 
three villages and protect the NHS. 

We hope we can help you with your self-isolation. 

BRUCE AND SARAH HERRIOT 
ROBERT WARD, RECTOR 

CRADLEY AND STORRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 
MATHON PARISH COUNCIL 

CRADLEY BUTCHERY AND STORES 
CRUMPTON HILL FARM SHOP 

CRADLEY BRITISH LEGION 
 

Three weeks into isolation and at least another three 
weeks to go.  All very annoying for the majority of us; 
very deadly for a good many others. I think most of us 
are still stunned by the massive change in life style 
and in such a short time. Hopefully it will all become a 
fading memory very quickly.  
 

The Royal British Legion like every other pub and 
club is locked down, the doors are closed. There are 
no quizzes, no dances, charity nights or pints being 
pulled from behind the bar. The heating is off, the 
place grows cold and the pulse is at a standstill.  

 
Things look bleak; carefree times are becoming 

distant. Will we forget how to be social again? Or will 
we for ever stay at home and watch the telly, glance 
at Facebook or other social media but not actually talk 
to other people? Of course not, just as we are 
adapting to the necessary isolation we will change 
back when the lockdown is lifted. And when it is lifted 
the Legion lights will come on, the doors will be flung 
open and we will party once again. We will provide a 
community space in which people can meet, be social 
and provide such charitable support as we do.  

 
We thank each and every one of you who come into 

the club and support our activities and good causes 
and we look forward to the day when we can welcome 
you all once again. Do not quit, the sun will shine 
again and don’t forget to wash your hands. 
 

RICHARD COLLINS  
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You can follow this report by clicking on this link:  
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/news/west-mercia/news/2020/appeal-following-burglary-in-cradley/  

https://www.westmercia.police.uk/news/west-mercia/news/2020/appeal-following-burglary-in-cradley/
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 Are you sure you pay the correct amount of tax? 
 

We probably all harbour the idea that as we grow older our tax affairs will become simpler to manage.  
Unfortunately for many, this is not the reality and the changes to the state pension age, as well as the increasing 
need to work longer (even part time) and to receive many small pensions from previous employments means that 
for many, the tax position becomes more complicated at retirement.  
 

If this is the position you find yourself in and you cannot afford a professional adviser, you can turn to Tax Help 
for Older People for help.   

 
We are a charity, established 16 years ago and our aim is to provide free professional help with personal tax 

problems to older taxpayers who need help.  We can provide guidance so that you understand the tax position on 
your employment income or pensions, or support if you are uncertain about the correspondence received from 
HMRC, or help if you are anxious that the tax paid is correct.  This help is provided to those over 60, but includes 
those in their 50s when considering the tax position on pension options.  The charity provides this service free of 
charge to those who cannot afford to pay for a professional tax service, which is typically those whose annual 
income is less than £20,000 pa, but this criteria can be extended in special circumstances.   
 
What can we provide help with? 
 
• help with any personal tax query 

• check that your tax codes are correct – if these are wrong your tax will be wrong!  

• identify anything that is going wrong with your tax, and help put it right 

• give information on tax allowances and the way tax is calculated and collected 

• help you understand a tax underpayment; if it’s right; and, how you can pay 

• where personal tax problems exist, advise you on action needed or, with your consent, talk to HMRC on your 
behalf 

• provide tax help when you retire or are bereaved 

• help complete tax forms 

• help you access your personal tax account online 

• give information on the tax implications surrounding pension flexibility 

• where we can’t help, refer you to another charity or HMRC, armed with the right questions 

We work closely with our sister charity TaxAid, who help people of working age with their tax queries. 
They also deal with business tax and are specialists in tax debt. 
 
How can I get help? 
The best way to contact us initially is to call our helpline, on 01308 488066.  Our helpline is open 9.00am to 
5.00pm, Monday to Friday.  If you are calling outside of office hours or if we are really busy, please leave a  
message on our answering machine with your name and telephone number and we’ll aim to call you back during 
our next working day. When you call we will listen to your tax problem and let you know the next steps; this may 
be providing reassurance that all is well, but if needed we can speak to HMRC on your behalf and if you need 
more help, we have over 420 volunteer Tax Advisers across the country who will be able to meet you in a venue 
close to where you live.  This service is co-ordinated from our National Call centre in Salwayash, Dorset. 
 

To get in touch you can also email us at taxvol@taxvol.org.uk or write to us at Tax Help for Older People,  
Unit 10, Pineapple Business Park, Salwayash, Bridport, Dorset. DT6 5DB. 

 
This article is by Tax Help for Older People registered charity no 1102276 (Scotland no SC045819), offering free 
tax advice to older people who cannot afford professional tax services. The Helpline number is 01308 488066. 

mailto:taxvol@taxvol.org.uk


7 

 

  
THE  

STRANGEST 
SPRING  

April 20 
Cradley-18, Covid-19 
 
 

The soft evening breeze, and the blackbird sings, 
Lockdown door shut, laptop open; 
 
The primrose lane beauty, and the blackbird sings, 
Deaths beyond the hills, laptop open; 
 
The twinkling full-sky stars, and the barn owl hoots, 
Don’t see friends, laptop open; 
 
The smell of growing garlic, and the crow calls, 
Two metres apart, smartphone open; 
 
The anemones gently close, and the tiny lamb 
bleats, 
Bare shop shelves, laptop open; 
 
The blossom is bursting, and the blackbird sings, 
Queuing strangers talk and laugh, hearts open; 
 
The rain-filled waters still stream by, and the otter 
silently swims, 
Extra hospitals open, laptop open; 
 
The empty brooding church recalls a hundred years 
ago, and the choir does not sing, 
Empty roads and cleaner air, laptop open; 
 
The little wren shrieks concern, and does the black-
bird sing? 
Together clap the carers, laptop closed. 
Cradley-20, Covid-19…… 

WH (6.4.2020)  

 

 
CRADLEY VILLAGE HALL 

BOOKINGS 
 

Hire our picturesque 15th-century venue 
for your event 

  Cradley, Mathon and Storridge     
  Residents/Organizations        £7 per hour 
 
  For those outside 
  the three villages       £35 per hour 

 
For further details and bookings contact 

Jeff White on 01886 880000 
or book online at cradleyvillagehall.org.uk 

 

HERITAGE COLLECTION 
 

EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON 

2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

SUSPENDED AT PRESENT 
 

FREE COMPUTER USE AND    
SUPPORT FOR ALL 

 

MONDAY MORNINGS 

10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOONS 

2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

SUSPENDED AT PRESENT 
 

POST OFFICE 
 

BUSINESS AS USUAL AT TIME OF 
PUBLICATION. SEE VILLAGE HALL 

NOTICEBOARDS OR FACEBOOK PAGE 
FOR ANY CHANGES 

 

MONDAY MORNINGS 

9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS 

1.00 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. 
 

CRADLEY ‘LIBRARY’ 
 

FREE BOOK EXCHANGE, OR TAKE AWAY 
FOR A SMALL DONATION TO HALL FUNDS.  

HARDBACKS, PAPERBACKS, 
DVDS AND CDS, CHILDREN’S  BOOKS 

 
You can book the Hall, 
buy tickets for events, 

and sign up for email notification of 
up and coming events online at 
www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk 

http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk
http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk
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STORRIDGE WI 
 
We have in our possession the NFWI Social  
Half-Hour Handbook published in 1948.  In the  
absence of any of our meetings at this difficult time, 
we thought some extracts from this missive of over 
70 years ago would be of interest and may even 
bring a wry smile to our lips. 
 

“During the war years those WIs who insisted on 
giving place to the social half-hour on the  
programme, despite difficulties, know what it meant 
to them not only in relaxation and refreshment during 
times of anxiety, suffering and fatigue, but in  
providing opportunity for friendly laughter together 
with a happy sense of achievement in and with the 
company of others.   
 

 Infinite variety is needed for success. 
 
Examples:  
No1 For the member possessing interesting  
treasures - Parades, tableaux, dances using fans, & 
shawls etc 
 
No 2 For the member who is keen on acting or  
singing - Charades etc 
  
No 3 For the member who likes competitions and 
games - Quizzes, team games, debates, pencil 
   games etc 
 
No 4  For the member who is interested in folk  
dancing - Display illustrating the rival attractions of 
folk and ballroom dancing” 
 
We leave you with one example from Parade:  
“My Oldest Hat”.  Each member wears her oldest hat 
and gives any information or amusing story about it.   
 
One member stated “it had been quite a nice hat till 
my husband used it to cover his head when he was 
re-creosoting the fowls’ pen”.   
 
More next month – keep safe – keep smiling! 

JOAN PROSSER 

OH NO!! (DIFFICULT TIMES) 
 

It is with great sadness that I have to tell you the loss 
of a few local businesses around our towns.  
 

The bra manufacturer has gone bust, the specialist 
in submersibles has gone under, the manufacturer of 
food blenders has gone into liquidation, a dog kennel 
has had to call in the retrievers, and the suppliers of  
paper for origami enthusiasts has folded.  

 
The Heinz factory has been canned as they  

couldn't ketchup with orders, the tarmac laying  
company has reached the end of the road, the bread 
company has run out of dough, the clock  
manufacturer has had to wind down and gone  
cuckoo, the Chinese has been taken away, the shoe 
shop has had to put his foot down and given his staff 
the boot. 

 
And finally…..even the launderette has been taken 

to the cleaners! 
PAULINE DIPLOCK 

 

 

RIDDLE FOR SENIORS… 
 

Today’s riddle for seniors…Here is the situation: 

You are on a horse, galloping at a constant speed. 

On your right side is a sharp drop-off. 

On your left side is an elephant travelling at the 
same speed as you. 

Directly in front of you is a galloping kangaroo and 
your horse is unable to overtake it. Behind you is a 
lion running at the same speed as you and the  
kangaroo. 

What must you do to get out of this highly dangerous 
situation? 

Think logically before you scroll down for the  
answer ... 
 

      
 

Quietly get off the merry-go-round and 
go home! 



9 

 

 

(ANSWERS ON P24) 

HARD TIMES 
 

I Love Jamie Oliver’s Keep Cooking and Carry On, 
because he says you can substitute ingredients for 
ones you do have in the cupboard. 
 
Last night I made his Aubergine Curry Daal with 
Herby Flatbreads: 

9 
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 GENEROUS GIVING 
 

These strange times spell hardship for many, and at 
the same time, the support structures which are  
usually there to help in times of need are seriously 
undermined. Charity Lunches in the three villages 
had to be suspended half way through, allowing us 
to divide just £405.10, less than half   the expected 
amount, to this year's chosen charities. One of these 
was the local Salvation Army, whose support is more 
than ever needed by people currently in need, a 
charity which has itself recently issued a special  
appeal for help, due to a (perhaps inevitable)  
contraction of income. The other chosen charity was 
'Embrace', chosen from among those working with 
refugees from Syria and elsewhere in the Middle 
East because they work with people from all faith 
backgrounds, including Christians. Many will know 
that Christian refugees find that many agencies,  
including the UK government, will deal only with 
those who've been in refugee camps, from which the 
Christians are frequently excluded because theirs is 
a minority faith. Refugee populations are of course 
more vulnerable than many to the threat of Covid-19, 
their living conditions being as they are. 

 

In view of all this, we'd like to encourage the  
sending of additional donations, not just from those 
who would have attended the lunches, but from  
anyone else who might be able to help. In current 
circumstances, it seems best to send those  
donations straight to the charities concerned, but 
we’d be grateful for news of any such gifts, so that 
we might have some sense of the size of the  
donations we've ultimately been able to send. 

 

ROBERT WARD, RECTOR 

robert.ward776@gmail.com 
01886 880438 

 

JOHN SANDS 

Treasurer 
ejohnsands@yahoo.co.uk 

01886 880494 
 

P.S.   Among those sustaining a sizeable loss of  
anticipated income in these months are of course 
our own parish churches, facing a loss of revenue 
anticipated from fund raising and from parochial 
fees. Fortunately, many of those who give regularly 
to maintain the life of our churches do so by regular 
standing order or, through the Parish Giving 
Scheme, by direct debit, which maintains a  
proportion of our income even in these difficult times.  
 

Could I please ask those who prefer to give when 
they are able to attend to consider making their  
contribution at present in some other way, to help us 
continue to meet our liabilities. With my thanks.  

R.W.                             

EVERGREEN CLUB 
 

I can’t believe what’s happened over the past long 
weeks. In our wildest dreams we would never have 
thought that such an apocalyptic event could have  
taken place, with no idea of its longevity.  Will things 
ever be the same again?  We must however be  
positive and hope and pray that if we abide by the rules 
we shall beat this dreadful pestilence. 

 

I was being a little optimistic when I wrote in the last 
newsletter report that I would hold the meeting on  
Monday 16 March if anyone was happy to attend; even 
the speaker from St. Richard’s Hospice was still  
prepared to come. But things changed suddenly and 
the meeting was cancelled.  Understandably members 
were very nervous, being of a certain age, and some 
with underlying problems. 

 

There was a great programme prepared for the year.  
I’m still hoping that we can have an Evergreen Meeting 
after the Aug. break. But (big But) we’ll just have to wait 
and see. Watch this space! 

 

I send all my love and best wishes to all my  
Evergreen members and indeed to all my friends and 
acquaintances.  Stay safe; keep well.  Miss you loads. 
Speak soon, but remember:  

“Let your dreams be bigger than your fears, 

your actions louder than your words, 

and your faith stronger than your feelings”. 

CHRIS ORFORD X  

(Club Leader) 
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PULLING TOGETHER  
IN CRADLEY 

 

We are very lucky to live  in Cradley. 
 

Because of our age and underlying health  
problems we are staying at home and staying safe. 
There are so many people to thank that have helped 
us in the village with this virus. 

 

We have the Butchers shop where so many  
volunteers  pick up boxes  of pre ordered things for 
people like us. The Farm Shop at Storridge which do 
the same. The Post office, Andy, still comes twice a 
week for all our post office needs. The Surgery  
together with the pharmacy, is there to help. Also 
most of us have good neighbours who offer help with 
groceries, picking up medication etc. etc. The list 
goes on.  

 

There is a Church service online so that we do not 
miss out on our Easter Service. The Cradley School 
has joined with Ledbury School to help young  
children who have parents who are on the front line. 

 

Hopefully when we come through the crisis we will 
still support - even with small things, our Village 
shops.  They help us in our crisis whether it be virus, 
floods, snow etc. and we expect them to be there.  If 
after all this we do not support them, then they might 
not be there next time we need them. 

 

On a lighter note. We have just walked through the 
village and  both feel that we are lucky and should be 
grateful that most of us have a garden to go into and 
then we can walk through the woods and fields  
getting our exercise.  We would not want to be in a 
London flat with small children. 

 

We will get through this if we obey the guidelines. 
 

(By the way, as you will be aware, different  
countries have different lockdowns. You may be 
amused to know that a friend of mine has a daughter 
working and living in Colombia where apparently in 

Bogotà the men are allowed out one day and the 
women are allowed to go out on another.; alternate 
days for men and women.) 

 
DEREK AND ANN CARVER 

 

COMPUTER LOGIC 
 

There was a group of adults taking a computer science 
course at a community college and after a few weeks 
the teacher thought he would have a little fun, so he 
divided the students into 2 groups, one of men and the 
other of ladies. 
 

Then he told his students he wanted them to do a 
project in the next 10 mins. and, in their groups decide 
what gender computers ought to be. So they went 
away into their groups and this is what the men came 
up with: They decided that computers should be  
referred to as female, because: 

 

• No-one but their creator understands their internal 
logic. 

• When computers communicate with each other, 
they speak in code language which only they and 
experts can understand. 

• Every mistake they make is stored on their hard 
drive for later retrieval. 

• Because as soon as you commit to one, you spend 
half your income accessorising it. 

 

However the women’s group had the last word on the 
subject. They said that computers should be referred to 
as male for the following reasons: 
 

• Because first of all in order to get their attention, 
you have to turn them on. 

• They have a lot of data but still can’t think for  
themselves. 

• They’re supposed to help you solve problems, but 
half the time they are the problem. 

• As soon as you commit to one, you realise if you 
had waited a little longer, you could have got a  
better model. 
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  The south-western corner of this land is wild and 
lawless at the best of times, and more so during the 
holiday season. Around its rugged coastline the 
native fisherfolk and deckchair attendants go in fear 
of the vicious surfing gangs, armed with razor-sharp 
boards and willing to use them. Inland, on the high 
moorlands, it is the notorious ramblers who strike 
terror into honest and retiring farm labourers. The 
latter shun the footpaths during the summer months, 
afraid of being assaulted with an alarming “Good 
Morning”, or a felonious demand for directions to the 
nearest tea shop. As for all those picturesque villages 
and beauty spots – all summer long they are 
desecrated by the ravening mobs of fiendish  
day-trippers, who destroy everything of beauty and 
value: rather like modern-day Vikings. Is it any 
wonder the holidaymaker is held in dread; a situation 
only ameliorated by the copious quantities of cash to 
be extracted from these cruel hordes of alien 
invaders.  
 

  But I digress; this is merely background material 
for the principal theme of my tale. At the edge of one 
of the Devonshire wastelands lies the petit borough 
of Sittappon – an ancient and once peaceful 
settlement, now blighted by the tourist menace. The 
manna to be extracted from the latter does not 
permeate through to the parish church, which has 
fallen on hard times, eschewed by local and incomer 
alike. To save pennies the church authorities opted 
for cutting back on churchyard maintenance; a 
measure with the added bonus of gleaning kudos 
from the environmentalists. 

 

  At first all went well – the town burial ground 
became a haven for an abundance of wildlife. 
However, the situation changed when the local 
zoological gardens was closed, its management 
under a cloud for numerous misdemeanours with 
regard to animal welfare and visitor safety. The small 
herd of wildebeest that subsequently made its home 
in the  
re-wilded churchyard were initially viewed as a 
beneficial addition to its fauna, helping to suppress a 
rampant growth of brambles and maintain an open 
sward. More concern was expressed about the 
aardvarks, for their burrowing disturbed the graves; 
but if we are to live happily alongside wildlife we must 
take the rough with the smooth. Indeed, the presence 
of these magnificent beasts was a draw for even 
more tourists; and hence, a concomitant increase in 
opportunities for fleecing the stranger.  

 

  The disappearance of Mr Ribs, the sexton, along 
with Mrs Bellows, wife of the organist, was not 
unexpected – it was common knowledge that the two 
were carrying on an illicit affair, indulging in regular 
trysts amid the tombstones.  

 

  The Community Police Officer, Constable Peeler, 
was the next to vanish. He was last seen passing 
through the lych gate, no doubt to seek out 
consumers of illegal drugs, and those not maintaining 
the specified distance from their nearest neighbour. 
However, it was well known thereabouts that he was 

THE SITTAPPON MYSTERY  

actively seeking promotion to the big metropolis of 
Budleigh Salterton.  

When fresh bones were found near the church 
porch it was assumed they were the result of the 
increase in animal activity; and in a way this was 
correct. Another seven citizens were to depart the 
town without informing the relevant authorities, and 
without leaving any forwarding address, before the 
town council suspected that anything was amiss. 
Only when a thousand or more witnesses observed 
the mayor being chased and seized by a pride of 
lions during his inauguration ceremony, did anyone 
take the matter seriously. Clearly, something had to 
be done. 

 

  Not surprisingly, I was consulted – being the 
acknowledged expert in bringing to book the 
practitioners of homicide of every variety. After a 
period of deliberation I presented the civil authority 
with a simple choice between three options; the first 
being to leave matters as they were, and learn to live 
with the dangers – after all, lions are an imperilled 
and protected species and it’s a serious offence to 
hunt them. 

 

  The second alternative was to send in the wife of 
their vicar to eradicate the nuisance. This would have 
been efficacious if she hadn’t turned out to be that 
rare exception to the breed: a woman too mousy to 
spear a slug making merry in the midst of her 
lunchtime salad. If it had been your own rector’s 
missus, the heads of the entire pride would have 
ended up adorning the walls of the rectory dining 
room before they had time to growl a protest.  

 

  My third suggestion was to hire a contractor and 
mow the churchyard. And, indeed, an anxious council 
opted to adopt this latter; so that nowadays the 
graveyard is a picture of neatly trimmed lawns and 
flowerbeds packed with hybrid-T roses and 
geraniums. As for the wildebeest, aardvarks and lions 
– well, they retreated onto the high moorlands, where 
they can live wild and free as they should, without 
detrimental effect on the local populace. And, indeed, 
there has been one positive outcome – for the 
number of ramblers has been drastically culled, and 
the farmers can go about their legitimate business in 
peace: that is, as long as they carry a powerful 
hunting rifle with them at all times.  

Contributed by   
MISS JUNE MARBLE  

Criminologist par excellence. 

OH NO! 
 

The funeral directors have gone 
under. 
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The Spring term came to a rather abrupt end a few 
weeks ago, when we found ourselves thrown into the 
middle of a pandemic. There were no end of term 
tests, no Bikeability, no whole school walk, no French 
Café, no Cantata Memoria in the Cathedral, and no 
end of term Easter Service. Instead we began the 
most challenging time in any of our lives. On Friday 
20th March the school closed for everyone except the 
children of critical key workers. Children began a 
routine of daily exercise, online lessons, home 
schooling, baking, crafting, gardening and time spent 
with family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The staff at Cradley were amazing and pulled 
together as a team to make the arrangements 
necessary and make home learning possible. Through 
an online platform, staff have provided daily activities 
for children to complete at home.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Their art works in the style of Kandinsky and Van 

Gogh are stunning, the earthquake-resistant 
structures amazing and the home cooked meals, after 
finding out about food groups, looked delicious.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The children have had time to explore their gardens 

and local countryside, learn new skills and work out 
how to do things differently. They have kept in touch 
with friends through Zoom meet ups and Kahoot.it 
quizzes. Fortunately the weather has been kind and 
has eased the trauma we are facing. We have kept in 
touch with a weekly Celebration collective worship, 
reflection, post cards, birthday cards and the very 
important 'tidy bedroom award'. 

We are, I expect, less than half way through this 
ordeal and the children will need all their learning 
behaviours, patience, resilience, persistence and risk 
taking to get through this. There will be plenty of time 
to reflect, and a positive attitude has already been 
demonstrated by all members of the school 
community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This has been a very challenging time for all with 

parents too, missing loved ones, worrying about 
finances, trying to work from home, salvaging family 
businesses, and family members being unwell, but we 
have tried to support each other and will continue to 
do so for as long as this crazy time lasts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All primary assessments have been cancelled, so 

there are no SATS or phonics tests this year. We don't 
know whether we will be able to get back together 
before the Summer term ends. This has caused a lot 
of anxiety, especially to our year 6 children who have 
been cheated out of their end of year production,  
‘Bell Boating Regatta’, their trip to London and the 
usual Summer term experiences. We will support 
them on their transition into the next phase of their 
education and I have promised a party when all this is 
over.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I cannot thank the staff, parents and Governors 

enough for the support that they have given me over 
the last few weeks. I pray that this will be over soon 
and that we can get back to educating and caring, in a 
more traditional way, for our wonderful children, who 
have made me so proud to be the Head Teacher at 
Cradley School. Managing a school through a 
pandemic definitely wasn't on the job description when 
I applied for this job just 12 months ago! 

 
Take care, stay safe and keep smiling. 
God Bless 

MRS DONNA JONES 

Head Teacher  
Cradley Primary School. 
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DOG WALKERS PLEASE TAKE 
NOTE! 

 
In Cradley the dog poo bins have been closed due to 
the coronavirus and dogwalkers have been told to 
collect and take their dog poo home and dispose of it 
there.   
 

Unfortunately, as you might have seen, this request 
has not been strictly adhered to by a minority of pet 
owners. And you may have seen on Vinesend Lane 
some spray paint used to shame the offenders   So, in 
the hope of keeping our village clean and tidy we 
present the following ditty: 

 

There's a man who has a job but not like you or me 
(woof woof) 

He sprays certain objects so that everyone can see 
(woof woof) 

Where dogs have done what dogs must do amongst 
the shrubs and trees 

He goes painting dog poo, as brightly as you please! 
 

Oh someone's painting poo at midnight, or when 
there's no one else around 

They go painting poo at midnight, but - they leave it 
on the ground. 

If you ask me it’s wrong, this I must confess. 
Why not pop it in a bag that's clearly labelled “dog 

mess”? 
The French think that we're crazy for picking up dog 

poo 
But if they saw us painting them – who knows what 

they’d do? 
 

Perhaps it's a new movement amongst the artisans 
Instead of painting canvas, they have other plans 
To decorate our footpaths this medium they choose 
Painting poo a different hue in oranges and blues 
 

Just a thought that I have had, perhaps it's not a 
man, 

But a mum or sister, say, or even your old gran 
Who likes to spray what dogs have done to show us 

it’s no fun 
That some of us are letting their dogs spoil our daily 

run. 
© DIASPORAMUSIC 

A WANDERING WE WILL GO 
 

During this period of enforced solitude I have been 
relieved to be allowed to take my daily  exercise on 
foot from my house (a word of advice to those 
heading for the Hills; you cannot start from any of the 
carparks on the side of the Malvern Hills, as the Police 
have closed these and will turn you away if you 
planned to walk from such a launching point).  
 

But those of us who live in the three villages are 
fortunate to be able to take their walks from home 
along footpaths and fields.  When my wife and I 
arrived in Cradley a few years ago we received a 
welcome pack with six walks ranging in distance from 
1¾ to 6½ miles.  Detailed instructions were included 
for each walk, with a well-drawn plan of the itinerary.  
We still have ours but some of you may not be aware 
that these packs are available.   

 
They are sold in aid of Cradley Village Hall funds at a 

cost of £3:50 per pack of 6, double sided and 
laminated in a plastic wallet. They are available for 
sale from the Village Hall as the Post Office Outreach 
Service is still operating at the moment. They all start 
from the memorial near the church in Cradley but 
some can be adapted for walkers starting from any of 
the three villages.  
 

ROBERT COLLEDGE  

PAINTED POO 



15 

 

CRADLEY CHURCH 100 CLUB. 
 

April saw the anniversary of the 100 Club launch three 
years ago. 

 

During that time it has raised over £2,000 towards 
church expenses, and an equal amount has been paid 
in prize money. 

 

Shares are only £1.00 per month, so if you would like 
to join to help Cradley church, especially at this time 
of a much reduced income, and also give yourself a 
chance of winning each month, please contact   Ian 
Bailey on 01886 884682 or go to cradleychuch.org.uk 
to download an application form. 

 

Last months winners were:    
A Freeman   

J Brewer, 
P Wykes 

 
IAN BAILEY 

01886 884682  

BURGLARY IN CRADLEY 
 

You will see elsewhere in this Newsletter, a Police 
report regarding a burglary in Cradley. 
 

It is hard to believe that at any time, anyone could 
stoop so low as to masquerade as a utility worker in 
order to dupe an elderly lady into believing she has a 
gas leak, a water leak, or any other problem, in order 
to gain access to their house and steal from them. At 
any time it is unbelievable.  

 
However right now we are all more vulnerable than 

ever. With all the media reporting about coronavirus 
we are getting used to the idea that we are all in the 
same boat and sharing the same experience. This can 
lead more than ever to the belief we can trust 
everyone – but sadly we can’t. We can trust those we 
know, of course, but please, if someone you don’t 
know comes to your door and wants access to your 
house, however good the reason appears to be, SAY 
NO.  

 
If they are genuine they will understand. If they 

persist, close the door and ask a friend to come so 
you are not alone; your friend can remain outside so 
you are still social distancing. Just the action of asking 
a friend or neighbour will probably be sufficient to 
frighten fraudsters away. 

 
Fortunately the lady concerned was unhurt – but she 

did have property and cash stolen. 
 

Please Stay Safe – Stay Vigilant. 
PAULINE DIPLOCK 

GNOME NEWS 
(THIS IS THE GNOME SERVICE) 

 

Stay at Gnome 
Cradley residents who regularly pass by the end of 
Brook Farm Drive will have seen a group of gnomes 
doing what Cradley residents do, depending upon the 
time of year, Christmas, springtime etc. and during the 
winter they were patiently poised upon the road salt 
bin, shovel in hand, ready and waiting to distribute 
salt, should the weather turn icy. 
 

We are pleased to see they are continuing in their 
public spirited community endeavours, by following 
Government guidelines and are obediently social 
distancing. 
 

  
In fact they appear to be clapping the NHS outside 
their front door; wherever that is….. 
 
No-one seems to know where they came from, nor, 
Banksy-style, are they ever seen when they are on 
the move to different locations, but if you should spot 
them at any time, please send the Newsletter any 
photo you are able to take before they move on, and 
we will endeavour to publish it. 

PAULINE DIPLOCK 
on behalf of the Newsletter Team 

SPRING GNOMES 

 

http://www.cradleychurch.org.uk
mailto:cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com
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CURIOUS TIMES 
A LOCAL FARMER CAUGHT ON CAMERA ONE 

BALMY (BARMY?) EVENING IN APRIL, 

LEISURELY CHECKING HIS STOCK (ID Withheld) 

Photo by  
PAULINE DIPLOCK 

 

CRADLEY PRODUCE SHOW AND 
PUMPKIN CONTEST 

     Good News and - er, Not So Good News! 
 

Not so good news first. It looks (at time of writing,  
mid-April) as though lockdown and 'social distancing' 
are going to be with us for rather more than a few 
weeks (some Cassandras are forecasting we'll all 
still be in face-masks in 2022!). The Cradley Village 
Hall Produce Show, now in its 16th year, was due to 
take place on the second Saturday in September, as 
usual. However, due to a wedding booked for that 
weekend we were going to have to shift forward to the 
third Saturday, the 19th, anyway, and with things 
looking so uncertain it may be that our best option is 
to publish a Schedule -- on the Cradley Village Hall  
website,  here online in the Newsletter, (or hard copy 
Newsletter if available) okcradley.com and other 
easily get-at-able places -- so that enthusiastic 
growers and produce producers  (of which happily, in 
this village, there are legion!) will still have something 
to aim for in these desperate times, even if there are, 
this year, no cups or prizes. 

 
If we are still in some sort of lockdown by  

19 September and there's not much chance of 
opening the village hall or being able to gather 
in one place, then at least you will all have the 
satisfaction of having grown lots of wonderful 
vegetables and made cakes, jams and chutneys 
galore.  

 
Which, it is to be hoped, will cheer us all up and keep 

us going through the winter months. 
 

Now for the Good News! 
Your Cradley Village Hall Giant Pumpkin Committee 
has decided that there will be a contest this year. 
Seeds had already been purchased when  the Great 
Lockdown came thudding down, more or less 
imprisoning great swathes of the population. However, 
the way your Committee sees it is: 
 
 
 
 
 

What more enlivening, inspiring and hope-inducing 
an experience than watching your very own 'Atlantic 
Giant' slowly but surely achieving epic proportions! 

 
Mind you, there are still one or two hurdles to be 

clambered over, health and safety being paramount. 
Your correspondent normally uses disposable gloves 
to pop the seeds into their packets, so no problem 
there. Each packet will be wiped down with  
anti-bacterial cloths before going out on sale. 

 
We intend to have seeds ready for sale by the 

beginning of May -- which leaves you a good six 

months of growing time, since the weigh-in will be on 
Saturday 31 October -- Halloween, as ever is! 

 

As to precisely where the weigh-in will take place -- 
at the moment, we're not entirely sure! More than 
likely it'll be the village hall, or, depending on 
circumstances, outside the hall on the 'church green'. 

 

Instructions as to how to collect packets of seeds, 
how to pay for them, and so on will be advertised on 
cradleyvillagehall.org.uk, cmsnewsletter.org.uk as well 
as okcradley.com -- and anywhere else we think fit. 

 

So watch out for fresh news. Even if we don't have a 
Produce Show this year, we'll certainly have plenty of 
pumpkin whoppers to cheer the heart and gladden the 
eye. 
 

Meanwhile -- keep well! 
 

CHRIS LOWDER 
(on behalf of Cradley Village Hall Management 

Committee) 
 

OH NO! 
 

The effluent clearance company has 
gone down the drain! 

http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk/
http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk/
cmsnewsletter.org.uk
okcradley.com
http://cradleyvillagehall.org.uk/
cmsnewsletter.org.uk
http://okcradley.com/
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We are reminded of David Hockney’s (and many 
others’) comments that ‘you can’t cancel spring’. And 
what a beautiful spring we are having at the time of 
writing. It seems wrong that the coronavirus pandemic 
has chosen to peak right now. 
 

We have not made any comment about the 
pandemic previously because events are moving so 
fast (we are updating our advice to staff twice a day 
and often contradicting the previous instruction) that 
any information would be outdated. 

 

The most prominent feature of our lives at the 
surgery has been anxiety and fear from staff and 
patients alike. Managing this, for better or worse, has 
dominated our work to date. 

 

You would not be surprised to know that the offers of 
help have poured in. We have people who can get us 
masks and other PPE (personal protective equipment 
in jargon). Hard to know from where but we don’t 
really care. We have people who have offered to 
make us scrubs. We have an army of helpers in the 
community delivering food and medication (and 
occasional biscuits and cakes to the staff). 

 

And our most grateful thanks go to those who have 
remained upbeat, forgiving and ready to help, 
choosing to keep their own concerns quiet and 
appropriate in order to relieve others’ anxiety.  This is 
a rare gift. 

 

Stay well. Trust the scientists who are doing their 
best in a sea of unknowns. Wash your hands a lot. 
Avoid close contact with others outside your 
household (and sometimes within!). This advice will 
apply for weeks or months. 
 

We have suspended all routine (but ultimately 
necessary) health and medication monitoring. This 
does mean we will have to do it later. Our assessment 
of the safety of this policy is being reviewed constantly 
on an individual patient basis. We are making difficult 
decisions about the investigation of ongoing health 
concerns, currently impossible for all except obviously 
life-threatening illness. 

 

Our Dispensary Team are working very hard with 
having to contend with delayed deliveries and 
medication shortages. 
 

Stay safe at home where you can and stay well.  
 

Our very best wishes. 
 

DOCTOR PATSY DYE   

DOCTOR CHRIS SPRUCE. 

 

 
CRADLEY SURGERY NEWSLETTER  

 

Dr Patsy Dye 

Dr Chris Spruce 
 

MAY 2020 
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MATHON, CRADLEY & STORRIDGE 
TENNIS CLUB (MCS) 

 
MCS Tennis Club celebrates its 40

th
 anniversary this 

year and has a full programme of competition, 
coaching and relaxed games with friends and social 
events. A small friendly club off Harcourt Road with 
views to the Malvern Hills, it welcomes new members 
and hopes to provide something for all. 
 

 
In the 1950s money was set aside in the villages of 

Cradley and Mathon for a sports club and a suitable 
site was sought. It wasn’t until the 1970s that a group 
of ladies began serious fund-raising for an initial two 
tennis courts. Every month these determined women 
held a fund-raising project of some kind so they could 
apply to the LTA (Lawn Tennis Association) for 
matched funding. Former MP and local landowner 
Colin Phipps leased them some land in Mathon and in 
1980 MCS Tennis Club was born. By the 1983/84 
season there were 110 members. Famous violinist 
Nigel Kennedy put on a concert which raised 
thousands of pounds for new floodlights and in 1994 
he officially opened the third court. For a decade 
women had driven this project to build a tennis club 
and all the founder members are women but now of 
course the club is open to everyone – men included. 

 
Social tennis takes place every Sunday morning and 

Wednesday evening with other occasions organised 
weekly via a WhatsApp group. For the competitively 
minded, there are men’s, women’s and mixed teams 
in the Herefordshire and Worcestershire League. 
Coaching for children and adults is provided weekly 
by John Chidlow, Level 4 Coach. 

 
The celebration for the 40

th
 anniversary will be held 

later this year when it’s safe to have large gatherings. 
Members past and present will be invited to an 
American tournament in the morning followed by a 
“bring & share” buffet lunch at Mathon Parish Hall. It is 
hoped members will be kitted out in 1980s fashion – 
think long hair and short shorts for men and frilly 
knickers for women! 

 
To join and for more information, contact the 

Secretary Catriona Robertson, 01684 563365/07950 
463162, catrionarobertson364@gmail.com  

See website www.mcstennisclub.co.uk 

CRADLEY, MATHON AND  
STORRIDGE  SUPPORT GROUP 

UPDATE 
 

We have had a great response with nearly 40 people 
willing to do deliveries to those self isolating. In the  
4 weeks to 17 April, we have completed 161  
prescription deliveries from Cradley Surgery and 
have collected orders from both Cradley Butchery 
and Crumpton Hill Farm Shop each day that they are 
open. 
 

We hope that this service has helped to keep  
people safe during this very difficult time. We have 
been working closely with Herefordshire Council. 
 
Huge thanks to all the volunteers. If anyone needs 
any further information then please contact me. 
 

BRUCE HERRIOT 

Volunteer Coordinator 
01886 880146 

mailto:catrionarobertson364@gmail.com
http://www.mcstennisclub.co.uk
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WORDSEARCH 

If you’d like your friends and family to be able to play it, just send them 

FOUND AROUND CRADLEY 

TREASURER NEEDED 
 

The Newsletter team is  
looking for a volunteer to 

take on the role of  
Treasurer. 

 

The role involves receipt of  
subscriptions and  

advertising income, making 
payments to third parties, 

and keeping  
accurate accounts. 

 
Also, managing the  

Newsletter's bank account. 
 

 

For more information, 
please contact  

Robert Colledge 
on 01886 880782. 
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ON THIS DAY 

May 1
st

 1931: US President Herbert Hoover opened 
the Empire State building, then the tallest building in 
the world at 1250ft high. It was built very quickly – the 
steel framework went up in less than 6 months. It had 
more than 2 million square feet of office space which 
was a challenge to rent out with the economic 
depression in full swing. 
 
May 3

rd
 1808: The first aerial duel was fought with 

blunderbusses from hot air balloons over Paris.  
M Le Pique and M Granpree were fighting for the 
hand of Mlle Tirevit, a celebrated opera dancer.   
M Le Pique fired first but missed his target.  
M Granpree returned fire, hitting his opponent’s 
balloon. It dropped like a stone, killing both M Le 
Pique and his second. 
 
May 7

th
 1888: A former bank clerk, George Eastman, 

put a new type of camera on the market. His new 
Kodak camera was a simple black box loaded with 
enough film for 100 photos.  “You press the button, we 
do the rest.”  
 
May 10

th
 1811: Britain announces that paper money 

is to become legal tender to stave off an economic 
crisis. 
 
May 13

th
 1981: Pope John Paul ll was shot 4 times by 

a Turkish gunman. He was being driven through St 
Peter’s Square blessing the crowds when the shots 
were fired.  The Pope underwent a 5 hour operation 
and went on to make a full recovery. The gunman 
claimed his action was a protest against ”American 
and Russian Imperialism”. 
 
May 15

th
 1928: The Flying Doctor Service took to the 

skies of central Australia and Queensland. QANTAS – 
Queensland and Northern Territory Aerial Service – 
provided a DH50 aircraft and a pilot. The service 
covered 250,000 square miles of the outback. 
 
May 17

th
 1900: Mafeking was relieved – the British 

garrison, commanded by Robert Baden-Powell, at 
Mafeking had been under siege by the Boers for more 
than 7 months. Reinforcements led by Lord Roberts 
overwhelmed the besieging army.  
 
May 20

th
 1961: The Orient Express made its final 

departure from Paris for the journey to Istanbul. It was 
launched in 1883 as the epitome of luxury travel.  The 
growth of air travel was a major factor in its demise. 
 
May 23

rd
 1948: The Empire Windrush, en route from 

Australia, set sail from Jamaica to London with 1027 
passengers, of whom about 800 were of Caribbean 
origin. The ship was far from full so a newspaper 
advertisement was placed, offering cheap tickets (£44 
for “cabin class”) to anyone who wanted to come to 
work in the UK.  Demand for tickets then vastly 
exceeded supply. The arrival of the ship caused 
complaints from some MPs but the first legislation to 
control immigration was not passed until 1962.  
 

May 25
th

 1925: In Dayton, Tennessee, schoolteacher 
John T. Scopes went on trial for teaching Darwin’s 
theory of evolution in contravention of the recently 
passed Butler Act. He was found guilty and fined 
$100. His conviction was overturned on appeal but the 
act remained in force until 1967. 

 
May 25

th
 1990: Margaret Thatcher warned of the 

dangers of global warming, in contrast to the Bush 
administration in the USA which was calling for more 
research. Surprisingly, in her book Statecraft – 
Strategies for a changing World, published in 2003, 
she did a complete about-turn, pouring scorn on the 
doom merchants, and claimed that a reduction in 
global temperatures would be more damaging. 

 
May 26

th
 1940: About 700 small boats set out from 

England to assist in the evacuation of British and 
allied troops stranded on the beaches at Dunkirk. By 
the time the operation finished on June 4

th
 over 

338,000 troops had been rescued. 

 
May 28

th
 1889:  Édouard and André Michelin 

incorporated the Michelin tyre company.  One of their 
first innovations was a pneumatic bicycle tyre which 
did not have to be glued to the rim. They also 
introduced a run flat tyre in 1934. In 1946 they 
introduced the Michelin X - the first radial ply tyre on 
the market.  

IAN THOMPSON 

  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89douard_Michelin_(born_1859)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andr%C3%A9_Michelin
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MOTHER KNOWS BEST 
 

When my mother was alive it never occurred to me 
that I might have been brought up by a soothsayer. 
Although she has been dead nearly twenty years, the 
memory of her many idiosyncrasies has stayed with 
me, and never more emphatically than now, in our 
current coronavirus crisis. 
 

When I was small she would give me hand washing 
lessons which, to my infant skin, felt like torture. Yes, 
at least three ‘Happy Birthdays’ with soap and water, 
and a viciously stiff nail brush thrown in to prise out 
the bugs skulking under my nails. To be fair to mum, 
my nails were usually pretty unpleasant as I spent 
happy hours in the garden digging for treasure and 
making potions from ground up seeds and leaves. 
(Probably toxic if consumed, but the revolting mess 
never tempted me to taste them). 

 
As for food hygiene, mum was second to none. All 

fruit that was to be eaten whole, i.e. with the skin on, 
was submerged for a good thirty minutes in salty 
water before being rinsed. Bananas, which she 
assured me were grown in disease-ridden climes, had 
to be handled with rubber gloves (by her, not me!) 
until she’d given the skins a thorough wipe. Any 
dishes that had contained milk or milk products had to 
be sterilised with boiling water, and the cutlery 
irradiated. Sorry – I made up the cutlery bit! 

 
Mum was also adept at social distancing. Being an 

extremely introverted woman, the lengths she went to 
in order to avoid others were a model of how we 
should behave today. When shopping with her, I 
would suddenly find myself grabbed by the arm and 
pulled into a shop doorway. No explanation was given 
except ‘There’s Mrs Smith’. Only when this happened 
with several other people did I conclude that either 
half the population of town had some dreadful disease 
or personal hygiene issue, or my mother was 
exceedingly odd. She approached a telephone call in 
the same manner, holding the receiver as if it could 
attack her and offering a quavering ‘Hello?’ She might 
as well have just come out with it:  ‘Please don’t ring 
me. I hate talking to people and I’m worried that your 
germs, which you undoubtedly have, might reach me 
over the telephone lines’. 

 
For years my sisters and I have scoffed at her 

obsessions, but now I think I should show her a bit 
more respect and thank her for making Boris’s job just 
that bit easier. 

DENA COLLEDGE 

 

 

 

 

MATHON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

ON WEDNESDAY 6 MAY 2020 AT 7.00 PM 

MATHON PARISH HALL 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ABOVE MEETING 

HAS BEEN CANCELLED 

(And any future Council Meetings - UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE) 

Diana Taylor  

Clerk to Mathon Parish Council  

Tel: 01684 569430  
or e-mail: dtaylormathonclerk235@gmail.com 

IS IT A MYSTERY? 
(Or does somebody know?) 

Can anyone explain what appears to be a netball 
hoop is doing on the topmost corner of Cradley 
Church tower? 
Answers please, to the Editor at: 
cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com 
 

and we’ll publish all suggestions next month. 
Photo by  

PAULINE DIPLOCK 

OH NO! 
 

Even the farmer has had to be 
baled out! 

 

mailto:dtaylormathonclerk235@gmail.com
mailto:cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com
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OH NO! 
 

The pen manufacturer has 
been written off, and the  
nicotine patch company has 
had to call it quits. 
 

THE WITCHCRAFT DELUSION 
 
My American ancestors having left England in 1685  
following the Monmouth Rebellion (see next issue) 
made their new home in Salem, (the county town of 
Essex County in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts). Salem was a place which later grew 
– on the one hand, in fame and prosperity derived 
from it becoming by the early nineteenth century the 
principal port of the burgeoning whaling industry – and 
on the other hand, of course, in notoriety, as a result 
of the Salem Witch trials of 1692.    
 

I could not pass by the connection that our family 
does have with what has been described as the 
“Witchcraft delusion” of 1692.  One of our ancestors, 
Robert Shillaber (1736 – 1808) was married to 
Elizabeth Proctor (1735 – 1824).  Her great-great 
grandfather was John Proctor.  John emigrated from 
Suffolk to Ipswich, Massachusetts where he became a 
well to do innkeeper and businessman.  Unfortunately, 
he became embroiled in the witchcraft accusations 
when his wife Elizabeth was accused of witchcraft. 
When he stoutly defended her, fingers of accusation 
were pointed at him, and several women came 
forward with horrendous tales of his alleged devilish 
conduct.  Abigail Williams was the principal accuser.  
The Witchcraft trials dramatised by Arthur Miller in 
The Crucible refer directly to Abigail Williams’s actions 
leading to Elizabeth being accused of witchcraft.   

 
Mary Walcott accused John Proctor of choking her; 

and Mary Warren (a former servant) accused him of 
beating her and forcing her to touch the Devil’s book, 
and made other increasingly salacious accusations. 
Notwithstanding a petition signed by 32 neighbours 
attesting to John Proctor’s living “a Christian life in his 
family and [being] ever ready to help such as they 
stood in need” - it was to no avail, for he was tried and 
found guilty of witchcraft on 5

th
 August and hanged on 

19
th
 August 1692. His wife was also convicted and 

sentenced to death, but her execution was postponed 
because she was pregnant. In 1693 she was released 
along with 152 other prisoners, and in 1703 the 
Proctors were granted a reversal of attainder by the 
Massachusetts legislature.  

 
Why was Elizabeth accused?   
Her grandmother Ann was a Quaker, and herself 

stood accused of witchcraft some thirty years earlier. 
The Puritans considered Quakers witchlike, and Ann’s 
skill in healing the sick was thought to be possible 
only because she was a witch. All this was particularly 
unfortunate given that Ann was in fact a doctor!  
Memories of this episode were revived many years 
later, and led to Elizabeth’s persecution. To add insult 
to injury she was unable to make any claim against 
her husband’s estate as he had excluded her from his 
will in the belief that she too would be executed.  The 
dispute over the distribution of the compensation is 
another story… 

ROBERT COLLEDGE 

Author of Medicine and Mission 
The Life and Interesting Times of a  

Pioneering English Doctor in 1800s China 

 

PAPER COMMUNICATIONS 
 

The following was issued to churches by Hereford 
Deanery, but is reproduced here for the benefit of all. 
It forms part of the reason for the current Newsletter 
being published online. 
 

‘(Communication) materials will be distributed  
mainly by email or social media channels.  

 
Magazines and other printed materials should not 

be distributed by hand. This is because there is 
some evidence that the Coronavirus COVID-19 can 
live on paper and cardboard surfaces for up to  
24 hours, meaning that any paper delivery  
represents a transmission risk. Local deliveries by 
hand also mean a volunteer will touch gates and 
post boxes and may come into close proximity with 
those who may be shielding. Any vital printed  
communication should be sent through the post,  
allowing some extra time for delivery.’ 

 
THE NEWSLETTER TEAM 
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CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 
 Message received from Herefordshire Council 

 
We are currently experiencing a very high demand at 
the moment with the daily announcements from the 
government. As we’re sure you can appreciate, we 
are putting all of the necessary measures in place to 
ensure we have business continuity for our service in 
these uncertain times.  
 

 We thought it would be appropriate to provide an 
update to you directly, as a contact for your local 
parish. 

 
Council Tax 
Residents left struggling to pay their Council Tax can 
apply for Council Tax Reduction, which is a form of 
reduction from a Council Tax bill based on the 
household composition and income. More information 
on Council Tax Reduction and how to claim can be 
found here. 
 

Self-employed residents can put in a request for their 
Council Tax instalments to be deferred until June, 
where needed. In such circumstances, requests must 
be made by emailing counciltax@herefordshire.gov.uk 
including their Council Tax account reference number 
(8 digits long, beginning with 1) and proof of their self-
employed status. 

 
Business grants 
Businesses eligible for grants will be contacted 
directly by   
smallbusinessgrants@herefordshire.gov.uk.  
  

Online services 
Given the high demand currently, we are urging all 
of our customers to register on our online portal 
to view their accounts for Council Tax, Housing 
Benefit and/or Council Tax Reduction, Business Rates 
and Landlord services online to help speed up the 
response time to customers’ queries. 

  
Doing so will also allow customers to sign up for 

electronic billing for Council Tax and electronic 
notifications for Housing Benefits and/or Council Tax 
Reduction. 
 Visit www.herefordshire.gov.uk/myaccount. 

 
General updates 
 Residents can also subscribe to receive the latest 
updates on COVID-19 in Herefordshire here. 

  

 HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL  

SELF-SERVICE TEAM 

Plough Lane 
Hereford 
HR4 0LE 

selfservice@herefordshire.gov.uk 

 
OH NO! 

 

What do you call a magician who has 
lost his magic? 
 

Answer: Ian 

 CRADLEY WI DURING 
CORONAVIRUS  

All meetings cancelled until further notice, what on 
earth are we going to do?  
 

Well as you would expect WI ladies are nothing if not 
resourceful. Telephone calls, emails, volunteering 
(those who can) crafts, recycling, baking and of 
course gardening.  

 
Our wonderful treasurer Joy, who couldn’t get on her 

computer because her husband is working from 
home, bought herself a Chromebook and practised 
using it by producing a Cradley WI newsletter.  

 
Only 2 members are not on email. They live in the 

same road as Joy so she will drop off a copy through 
their letterbox when she takes her daily walk. We 
resurrected our languishing web page set up by 
former president Cherril a few years ago and a few 
more ladies joined that. 

 
We are going to experiment having virtual meetings, 

the book club are going to try to  meet on line (all 
bringing their own wine and nibbles) There are plans 
for the lunch club to meet in the same way sharing 
recipes, dishes made etc. We even have plans to hold 
a full meeting on line. If my attempts at using Zoom 
are anything to go by, that may be a challenge. 
Holding a ’ meeting’ with my son trying to get me to 
press the right buttons was certainly a challenge to 
him. (There’s an emoji of exasperation  which, if  
I could find it, I would add to this note!) 

[It’s     - Ed] 
 

Others’ ideas are for competitions and quizzes.  
 
All of course dependent on members embracing the 

technology and taking part. Nothing beats hearing a 
real voice so members are ringing each other 
regularly  

 
.... until  in the words of the song  ‘We’ll meet again.' 

MAUREEN SULLIVAN  

President Cradley WI 
 
 

 

http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/ctr
mailto:counciltax@herefordshire.gov.uk
mailto:smallbusinessgrants@herefordshire.gov.uk
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/myaccount
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/news/article/964/coronavirus_latest
mailto:selfservice@herefordshire.gov.uk
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Foot Healthcare 
Chiropody 

Chiropody in the comfort of your own home  

Barbara Wall WMSch. MChS. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Yoga/Meditation 
Classes held in Suckley 

Individual sessions also available 

ALL LEVELS WELCOME 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Thai Yoga Massage 
Treatments/Courses 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For more information: 
BARBARA WALL 

07990 501498 or 01886 884181 
e-mail mail@paadena.co.uk 

www.paadena.co.uk  

Little Growbags Children’s Nursery 

 
Hunters Moon, Bransford, WR6 5JB 

www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk 

‘Nurturing your child through play to their full potential’ 
Open 7.45 a..m. - 6.00 p.m. Monday to Friday 

From 3 months - 5 years: OFSTED registered for 37 places 
Small holiday club  :  Home cooked food 

Friendly, caring and flexible  :  Safe dropping off and parking 

Please call us on 01886 833379 

 

Old Country House 
Bed and Breakfast 
 
Old Country Farm, 
Mathon, 
Malvern, Worcs., 
WR13 5PS 
 

01886 880867 
www.oldcountryhouse.co.uk  

Malvern Computers 
 

 

Repair, maintain, install and advise 
01684 561849 or 07852 474673 

malverncomputers@talktalk.net 
www.malvern-computers.co.uk 

IT Support 

The Red Lion 
Stiffords Bridge, Cradley, WR13 5NN 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Steve and Viki welcome you. 

Family friendly and dog friendly           
traditional pub with large beer gardens 

and car park. 

Home cooked food and regularly     
changing guest cask ales. 

Tel: 01886 880318 
Facebook.com/Red Lion Inn 

Stiffords Bridge 

BESPOKE 
 

JOINERY—CARPENTRY 
 

Specialist in purpose made, high quality joinery, 
Built in furniture, also carpentry 

Repairs/restoration of joinery and furniture 
Sash windows refurbished 

 
Call Ian on 01905 421493 or 07941 568183 

Email: ianplante@gmail.com 
www.worcesterbespokejoinery.co.uk 

mailto:mail@paadena.co.uk
http://www.paadena.co.uk
http://www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk
http://www.oldcountryhouse.co.uk
mailto:malverncomputers@talktalk.net
http://www.malvern-computers.co.uk
http://www.Facebook.com/Redlioninn
mailto:ianplante@gmail.com
http://www.worcesterbespokejoinery.co.uk
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CURTAIN MAKER 
SUE BRADFORD 

 
An Experienced Seamstress 

with a sense of humour 
 

01886 833522 
07812 837936 

 

ACCESS LIFT HIRE  

www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideal for flue lining, tree pruning, guttering, painting, aerial 
installations and internal factory works, etc. 

With working heights of up to 9.50m 
Able to fit through 2ft 6in openings 
All have current LOLER certificates 

 

With hire rates from £65 for half day call: 

Louise 07968 963359 or Chris 07710 489575 
 

info@accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 
www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 

H & J 
Pest Control Services 

Domestic Properties and Commercial Contracts undertaken 
We treat Rats, Mice, Wasps from £30  

Hornets, Fleas, Squirrels, Flies, Moles, Bed Bugs, Rabbits, Birds, Carpet 
Moths/Beetles, Ants… 

Contact Henry Yardley:  07889 782933 

info@hjpc.co.uk                 www.hjpc.co.uk 

EXPERIENCED/ RELIABLE/AFFORDABLE/ALL PESTS TREATED 
FULLY INSURED  • BPCA/RSPH II QUALIFIED 

INSECTS/RODENTS/MOLES 

 

Bed and Breakfast at 

Larchgrove  

 

 

 

Bosbury Road 

Cradley 

WR13 5LT 
01886 880985 

www.larchgrovebb.com 

   Piano Tuning 
     Simon Peberdy 

   07588 533427 
     Piano technician, pianist, organist 
     www.simonpeberdymusic.com 

http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:info@hjpc.co.uk
http://www.hjpc.co.uk
http://www.larchgrovebb.com
mailto:rkhill2014@outlook.com
http://www.getlogs.co.uk
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Learn to play… 
 

Saxophone, Clarinet, Flute, Trumpet/Cornet 
 

All ages welcome 
 

Contact: Baz 
01886 880985/07971 247310 

barry.strange1@btopenworld.com 

 

R.S.B. DECORATIONS 
Professional Painting and Decorating 

 

All aspects of Decorating undertaken 

Est. 34 years 

   01905 821453 / 07851 225277 

email:   roger.bent@btinternet.com  

All aspects of building work and property 
maintenance 

Home &Garden
    www.sos.webeden.co.uk 

01886 880256     07545 004457 

Many references available 

 

HOME 

• Alterations 
• Conversions 

• Repointing 
• Bathroom up-

grades 
• Plastering 
• Carpentry 

• Decorating 

  

GARDEN 

• Patios and Paving 
• Walling 

• Turfing 
• Timber Decking 
• Composite      

Decking 
• Jungle Clearance 

• Fencing 

 

 

01886 288546 

• Interiors & Exteriors  

• Wooden flooring        
renovation 

• Granite worktop re-
pairs 

• Application of Epoxy 
floor paint for garages, 
cellars, sheds etc.                        

• Sash Windows  

• Kitchen units          
hand painted  

• End of tenancy     
freshen-up 

• Specialists in Black & 
White, Historic and 
Listed buildings 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 ‘don’t get stung’ 

 

FIXED PRICE WASP NEST 
TREATMENT 

 

TEL: 07968 982111 

mailto:barry.strange1@btopenworld.com
mailto:roger.bent@btinternet.com
http://www.sos.webeden.co.uk
http://www.oliverdakersblacksmith.co.uk
http://www.andysweeps.com
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Northdown Curtains 
For a full installation service or self-fit  

We Make:  

 Curtains with hand-sewn headings,  

 Roman Blinds,  

 Also soft furnishings to match if required.  

We have a carefully selected range of fabric books, 

trimmings and hardware catalogues with samples 

available. 

We can supply and fit:  

 Fabrics, Poles, Curtain track,  

 Blind track (manual or  electric).  

 Made to measure Blinds by Intu and Perfect Fit to 

suit your window frame.  

Demo samples available on request.  

For friendly helpful advice or a free quote 

please contact Julie Ball on  

01531 640722  

mobile 07833 703490 

northdowncurtains@gmail.com 

 

Red Kite 

Pest Control 

Combining Tradition and Innovation 
For all your local Pest Control requirements 

All INSECT,  RODENT and 

 WILDLIFE Pests 

Free Advice, free no obligation Quotations 

 

-----------------------——--ALSO-——-------------------- 

TAXIDERMY 
 

I’m interested in purchasing  
unwanted pieces of  

taxidermy 
(for private collection) 

 

Telephone Andy Staples on: 
07977 044987 / 01886 832730 

MASSAGE AND/OR WELLBEING 

COACHING 

MASSAGE for your painful  

back/shoulders/legs/arms/feet 

Plus COACHING enables you to  

help yourself when suffering from  

Chronic on-going conditions   

Relax with Aromatherapy oils  

Create a more comfortable life and feel  
more in control of your symptoms 

 
CALL NOW - FREE 30 min assessment  

FRAN DOIDGE fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk    

www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk  

01886 88010/07974 400575 

mailto:northdowncurtains@gmail.com
mailto:fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
http://www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
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Opening Hours 

       Monday       9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m. 
       Tuesday               CLOSED 
       Wednesday  9.00 a.m. ~ 1.00 p.m. 
       Thursday     9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m.    
       Friday       1.00 p.m. ~ 6.30 p.m. 
       Saturday      8.30 a.m. ~ 12.30 p.m. 

 
Free Parking & Wheelchair Access - No Appointments 

- Discounts for Pensioners & Children 
 

Tel: 01531 640799 
www.thebosburybarbers.co.uk 

HOME END FARM, CRADLEY 
On the A4103 near The Red Lion Inn 

 

blue-ginger      
 

                         art, craft and inspiration ideas 
coffee shop serving light lunches and homemade cakes  

www.blue-ginger.com  sue@blue-ginger.com 
bed&breakfast:  info@home-end-farm.co.uk 

tel: 01886 880240 

 

handmade contemporary silver jewellery  
inspired by prehistoric rock art  

www.silverfishdesigns.co.uk  carol@silverfishdesigns.co.uk 

 
 

 

Until further notice blue-ginger gallery 
and Silverfish are not open to the public 

but you can browse and buy from our 
opening exhibition ‘JUNGLE' at our NEW 

online shop www.blue-ginger.com or 
find us on FaceBook  

 

 

Cecilia Hall Dance Centre 
Tel: 07443 872188  

ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk 
 

ADULT DANCE AND FITNESS CLASSES 

Mondays 10.45 a.m. Tap Dance 
 11.45 a.m. Ballet 
 2.00 p.m. Silver Swans Ballet/over 55’s 
 8.00 p.m. Advanced Tap Dance 
 9.00 p.m. Modern Jazz Dance 

Tuesdays 9.45 a.m. Beginners’ Tap Dance 
 10.30 a.m. Tap Dance 
 11.30 a.m. ‘Fitsteps Fab’  
 2.00 p.m. Silver Swans Ballet/over 55’s 
 3.00 p.m. Belly Dance 
 6.45 p.m. Advanced Non-Syllabus Ballet 

Wednesdays 10.00 a.m. Modern Jazz Dance 
 11.10 a.m. Ballet 
 12.30 p.m. Flamenco 
 2.00 p.m. Ballet 

Thursdays 10.00 a.m. ‘Fitsteps Fab’ 
 11.15 a.m. Silver Swans Ballet/over 55’s  
 2.00 p.m. *NEW* Line Dancing to include 
  different styles, date TBC 
 8.15. p.m. Possible Ballroom/Latin TBC 

Fridays 10.15 a.m. Silver Swans Ballet/over 55’s 
 11.30 a.m. ’Fitsteps’  
 7.15 p.m. Tap Dance 
 8.15 p.m. Ballroom & Latin 

Sundays 9.30 a.m. ‘Fitsteps’ 

Please text or email to book class 
Most classes £5.50 for 1 hour 

A Malvern-based groundworks and  

civil engineering business.  

All aspects of groundworks undertaken. 
Contact us on 

01684 301765| 07977 141734 

davidmaundpowell@aol.com 

 
 

Find us on Facebook and at 

drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk                      

 

http://www.thebosburybarbers.co.uk
http://www.blue-ginger.com
mailto:sue@blue-ginger.com
mailto:info@home-end-farm.co.uk
http://www.silverfishdesigns.co.uk
mailto:carol@silverfishdesigns.co.uk
http://www.blue-ginger.com/
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
mailto:davidmaundpowell@aol.com
http://www.drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk
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To advertise in this space, 
contact 

Jan on 01886 880316 

Jackie on 01886 833802 

or email  

cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com 

Paul J. Rowe 
 

All Aspects of 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 

Experienced    •   Professional 
Reliable    •   Friendly 

07815 657472 

or 01886 880310 

Pussy Cat Cattery 

 

    
Luxury Boarding Cattery in an idyllic, 
safe and calm location for cats only. 

Seville Cottage, 
Suckley, Worcester, 

WR6 5EQ 
 

www.pussycatcattery.co.uk  
 

01886 884867 
Viewings are most welcome 

www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage 

Three Counties  
Chimney Sweep 
*Trading Standards Approved* 

 

*All Chimneys and Flues Swept 
*Cowl and Pot Fitting Service 
*Stove and Liner Installations 
*Nest and Blockage Removal 
*Stack and Roof Repairs 
*Fully Insured 

 Call Ian on:                 
Tel: 01684 891005     Mob: 07403 277 436 

Your Local Accredited Chimney Sweep   
 

R K Construction 

 Extensions 
 ground works 
 general building 
 maintenance  
 landscaping works 

plus intricate brickwork projects  

City & Guilds trained with over 30 years experience 
 

Tel: 07774 239932  
Email: rkconstruction@btinternet.com 

mailto:cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com
http://www.pussycatcattery.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage
mailto:rkconstruction@btinternet.net
http://www.hillviewsoftfurnishings.co.uk
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SHAUN’S TYRES, 
BATTERIES AND EXHAUSTS 

 

01684 770336 
07557 105233 

 
UNIT 1 SPRING COURT, SPRING LANE SOUTH 

MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE 
WR14 1AT 

 

30 YEARS OF RELIABLE AND EFFICIENT SERVICE 

SPORTS THERAPY MASSAGE 

 

Backache, Stiff Neck, Painful Knees, Arms or Legs? 
Don’t suffer; call and book a sports therapy massage, 

a remedial massage that can give pain relief 
to those aching muscles 

 

JULIA ADAMS – Holistic Therapist 
01886 832641/07968 726651 

Sherridge Road, Leigh Sinton 
Bowen Technique, Aromatherapy, Indian Head Massage 

and Sports Therapy Massage 

Fully Qualified Local Electrician                           
for all your Household Electrical needs. 

Also Heavily Experienced in Commercial and 
Industrial Electrics, as well as Testing. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, Mark 
Williams, for a free quote. 

 

 

Which trusted 

 www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  
mark@mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  

Tel: 07966 984893 

and offering 

home visits 

 

 

     
     

 

Cecilia Hall Dance Centre 
Tel: 07443 872188 

ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk 
 

CLASSES FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 

Tuesdays 4.15 p.m. Ballet for 6 to 8 years 
Fridays 2.00 p.m. Pre School Dance and Ballet 
Saturdays 10.15 a.m. Tap/Modern 
 10.45 a.m. Ballet  

CLASSES FOR OLDER CHILDREN PLUS TEENS 

Ballet/Tap/Modern/Contemporary 
Musical Theatre, Performance Groups 

RAD Ballet, ISTD Modern and Tap 
Regular shows. Opportunities to be in professional shows 

Annie Henderson  
Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, blinds, loose covers and 
home accessories made using your 

own fabric 
Alteration service both for soft 

furnishings and clothing also available 

City and Guilds qualified 

For a free quotation please contact: 

01432 820125 

annie@needleseye.me.uk 

http://www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk
mailto:mark@mawilliams.co.uk
http://www.paytons.co.uk/
mailto:ask@paytons.co.uk
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
mailto:annie@needleseye.me.uk
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In view of the current situation, resulting in the cancellation of all events in the upcoming Diary, and for the 
foreseeable future, we have taken the decision not to include the Diary again this month. However, two May 
Newsletter dates you need to be aware of are: 

Tue 12 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for copy of event notices and new advertisements 
to The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley. 

Sat 16 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for articles and diary entries to The Butchery, Bosbury Road, 
Cradley. 

Please keep your articles coming in. We will keep the Newsletter going online. 
Please, whenever possible, email articles, event notices and diary entries to the editorial team on  

cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com 

Please send all advertising bookings and enquiries to the advertising team on  

cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com 

Documents emailed to the team should be in Word or JPEG format. 

Hard copies can be left in the Newsletter’s mailbox fixed to the wall of The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley. 

Every effort is made to verify the authenticity of statements made in the Newsletter, but neither the Editor nor anyone 
connected with its production and distribution can accept any responsibility for errors or inaccuracies, or for the 
opinions expressed within it. Neither do they guarantee or endorse the services and products advertised. 

The Cradley, Mathon & Storridge Newsletter uses personal data for the purpose of managing the Newsletter, its 
subscriptions, distribution and advertising, the contributions submitted and its finances. Data may be retained for up 
to 7 years for accounts and tax purposes and for longer where required by law. If you would like to find out more 
about how we use your personal data or want to see a copy of the information about you that we hold please contact 
the Newsletter team on cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com. 

Editorial Team:  Robert Colledge, Antonia Musgrove, Ian Thompson 

The editor of the June issue will be Antonia Musgrove. 

Compilation Team: Barbara Davies, Pauline Diplock, Jackie White   

THREE VILLAGES DIARY OF EVENTS 

Simon The Plasterer 
 

15 years experience 
Quick and Reliable 
No Job Too Small 

Free Quotes 
 

Telephone 01886 880399 
Mobile 07784 337364  

BILL JONES 
& SON 

Chimney Sweeps 
  

Clean and Efficient Service 
BRUSH AND VAC 

  

01684 568323 or 07570 988794  

http:///www.wykehamgardens.com


 

HADLEY & SONS, RUNDLEMEAD, MATHON 
    Tel: 01886 880524, or Mobile: 07976 515271 
 *  Forestry and fencing contractors                    *  Landscape gardeners 

 *  Haulage and mechanical excavation              *  Tree advisory service 

 *  Round timber purchased                     *  Tree surgery specialists 

 *  Firewood logs for sale 

Simon Thompson 
Locksmith 

Local trustworthy service by  
retired police officer. 

Doors opened, new locks fitted 
Upvc doors repaired, free security reviews 

Fixed prices and all work guaranteed. 
 

Please call 01886 880956 or 07957 109003 
www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk 

 

 

 
 
 

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning Specialist 
IAN JONES       HOME FARM COTTAGE 
TELEPHONE: 01531 566012                               EASTNOR 
  0800 085 4425              LEDBURY 
MOBILE:  07831 332226                 HR4   1RD 

Give your home a fresh look. 
Touch, See, Smell and Feel the Difference 

Clean Ian          
Clearly the cleanest 

To advertise in this space contact 

Jan on  01886 880316  

 Jackie on 01886 833802 

or email 

cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com 

P .  W .  &  L .  J .  H O D G K I S S  

T H E  B U T C H E R Y  
We stock a wide range of groceries 

Local fresh fruit and vegetables 

Fresh milk and bread daily, and much more 
 

Open Tuesdays to Fridays: 8.00 a.m. til 4.00 p.m. 

Saturdays: 8.00 a.m. til 2.00 p.m. 

Like us on Facebook, facebook.com/cradleybutchers 

The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley, Worcestershire, WR13 5LT  

Telephone: 01886 88-0221   :    cradleybutchers.co.uk 

F. W. SPILSBURY 
DAVID T. SPILSBURY, GEORGIA A. SPILSBURY  

Malvern's longest established  
Independent Funeral Director 

24-hour service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

12 Upper Howsell Road, Malvern, WR14 1TL 

Tel. 01684 892777 
 http://www.fwspilsbury.co.uk 

http://www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk
http://cradleybutchers.co.uk
http://www.fwspilsbury.co.uk


Providing transport for the local 
community 

LEDBURY RING & RIDE  
 AND COMMUNITY BUSES 

Do you have transport difficulties? 
 

Ledbury District Ring & Ride is a voluntary car 
scheme for ALL ages and abilities covering Ledbury 
and its surrounding villages which can be used for 

you to get to: 

 Medical appointments - Shopping -  
Hairdresser appointments -  
Social and family visits.......  

or any other place you may wish to go.  

Call us on 01531 635503 between 9.30 am and 
12.30 pm Monday to Friday to book your ride. 

Minibuses available for community group activities. 

Please phone to chat about your needs. 

A charge is made to help towards the cost of  
operating our service.  

H A N D Y M A N  S E R V I C E S  
 

 

Friendly and Reliable Service.  
Maintaining safe working practices during the 

Coronavirus outbreak. No job too small. 

Call Tim Diplock 

07930 500955/01886 880078  
timdiplock@gmail.com 

• Plumbing 

• Tiling 

• Kitchens 

• Bathrooms 

• Decorating 

• Maintenance 

 

http://malvernhillsbandb.uk/  

Please phone  

Pauline or Stuart  
Diplock  
to book 

01886 880078  

BED &  
BREAKFAST  

at 

QUEENSWOOD 
CRADLEY 

mailto:timdiplock@gmail.com
http://malvernhillsbandb.uk/
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