
Price: £1  May 2021 
(or 12 copies for just £8 by subscription) 

CRADLEY           MATHON           STORRIDGE 



D & G DRAINAGE 
All aspects of drainage installations and repairs  

 
♦ Sewage Treatment Plants ♦ Septic Tanks  

♦ Foul & Storm Drainage ♦ All Groundworks Undertaken   
♦ Foundations ♦ Digger & Driver Hire  

♦ CCTV Camera Inspections 
 Contact Daniel Lowndes for free quotation!  

Tel: 01684 561338; or Mobile: 07875 394571  
E-mail: dan@dgdrainage.com  

Find us on Facebook  

HUNABAN HEATING LTD 
 

Heating Engineers               
 

 
Central heating installations. 
Oil and gas boilers installed, 

serviced and repaired. 
 

Solar panels supplied and installed. 
 

Aga and Rayburn cookers  
serviced and repaired. 

 
Power flushing and upgrading 

of heating systems. 
 

The Uplands, Westfields, Cradley, 
Nr Malvern, Worcs. WR13 5HZ 

Tel/Fax 01886 880260 
Mobile 07771 998238 

hunabanheating@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

Simon Thompson 
Locksmith 
Local trustworthy service by  
retired police officer. 

Doors opened, new locks fitted 
Upvc doors repaired, free security reviews 

Fixed prices and all work guaranteed. 
 

Please call 01886 880956 or 07957 109003 
www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk 

 

 

HEREFORD  01432 267151 

www.steelshereford.com 

HADLEY & SONS, RUNDLEMEAD, MATHON 
    Tel: 01886 880524, or Mobile: 07976 515271 

 *  Forestry and fencing contractors                    *  Landscape gardeners 

 *  Haulage and mechanical excavation              *  Tree advisory service 

 *  Round timber purchased                     *  Tree surgery specialists            
 * Firewood logs for sale                * Saw mills 

 

 

F. W. SPILSBURY 
GEORGIA A. SPILSBURY  

Malvern's longest established  
Independent Funeral Director 

24-hour service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

12 Upper Howsell Road, Malvern, WR14 1TL 

Tel. 01684 892777 

 www.fwspilsbury.co.uk 

fwspilsbury@gmail.com 

 

 

  

 

‘don’t get stung’ 
 

FIXED PRICE WASP NEST 

TREATMENT 

TEL: 07968 982111 

mailto:dan@dgdrainage.com
mailto:hunabanheating@btinternet.com
http://www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk
http://www.steelshereford.com
http://www.fwspilsbury.co.uk
mailto:fwspilsbury@gmail.com
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£8.00 for 12 issues (or £1 per copy) MAY 2021 

 
AFTER THE FLOOD 

 

There's a huge sense of excitement and of pent-up energy, just waiting to be released, this 
Eastertide. The first tentative (but oh-so-significant) easings of lockdown began, of course, a 
week after Easter Monday, though many churches took advantage of their freedom within the 
law to welcome congregations back into church by Easter Day, April 4. Congregations couldn't 
sing indoors (though small choirs could do), and had to wear masks – but each of our churches 
had reasonable numbers on Easter Day, with others joining 'virtually' – and at Cradley, we all 
sang a rousing Easter hymn, safely and duly distanced, in the churchyard beforehand. It was 
very good to be together in person, to see friends and neighbours after all these months, and 
to experience Resurrection, in a sense, as never before! 
 

There has also been a very real sense, in these first weeks of spring, that everything is truly 
being 'made new'. There's a freshness and a vividness in the greenery, as though each leaf 
has been washed (as frequently, indeed, it has been!): as though some great flood has 
swallowed up the earth, from which we are only just now emerging. That, of course, is a 
metaphor familiar not only in the Bible, but in the stories of many faiths and cultures. 
 
The world emerges 'after the flood', or 'après la deluge', cleansed, purged and renewed. 

There's a further level to this 'flood metaphor', in the language used in poetry and hymnody at 
Eastertide, likening the floods, the rivers and the open seas to that last, great journey to infinity. 
'Part of the throng has crossed the flood, and part is crossing now': or Tennyson, perhaps: 
'And may there be no moaning at the bar, when I put out to sea.'  
 
The Great Flood in the Book of Genesis is seen as God 'repenting that he had made 

mankind', when he sees the violence and exploitation that is in the world, and                              
starting all over again with just a remnant of the race, duly chastened. And after all that's been 
said and purposed in the last year about 'building back better': what now, of the world...and 
what, for us?  
 

Time will tell.    
Your Rector,  

ROBERT WARD 

 

 

 

 
Cover Photo this Month: “Early Blooms” - by Dena Colledge 



2 

 

Church Services in May 2021 
 

N.B. Whilst we plan to continue live-streaming MOST SUNDAY MORNINGS FROM CRADLEY AT 10.45 a.m. 
the service ON THE FIRST SUNDAY, 2 MAY, will be live-streamed from MATHON, AT 9.30 a.m. and  

ON ASCENSION DAY 13 MAY, FROM MATHON AT 7.30 p.m. 
 

 

FIRST SUNDAY 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion (CW)                        Live Streamed Mathon 

May 2  10.45 a.m. Family Service  Cradley 

5th Sunday of Easter 6.00 p.m. Evensong  (said, if restrictions remain) Storridge 

 

Wednesday 5 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW) (said) Cradley 

 6.30 p.m.  Evening Prayer (said)                             Live Streamed Cradley  
 

SECOND SUNDAY  9.30 a.m.  Mattins Storridge 

May 9 10.45 a.m. Parish Communion (CW)                        Live Streamed Cradley  

Rogation Sunday 6.00 p.m. Evensong (said if restrictions remain) Mathon 

  

Wednesday 12 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW) (said) Cradley 

 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said)                             Live Streamed Cradley 

 

Thursday 13 *7.00 p.m. Holy Communion                                  Live Streamed Mathon 

Ascension Day  
 

THIRD SUNDAY  9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) Storridge 

May 16 9.30 a.m. Mattins - Lay led Mathon 

7th Sunday of Easter 10.45 a.m. Morning Service - Lay led                       Live Streamed Cradley 

 

Wednesday 19 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW) (said Cradley 

 6.30. p.m. Evening Prayer (said)                             Live Streamed Cradley 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY 9.30 a.m. Shorter Mattins  Mathon  

May 23   9.30 a.m. Mattins - Lay led Storridge 

Pentecost 10.45 a.m. Family Communion (CW)                       Live Streamed Cradley 

 

Wednesday 26 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW) (said) Cradley 

 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said)                             Live Streamed Cradley 

   

FIFTH SUNDAY *10.45 a.m. Benefice Communion                    Live Streamed Cradley 

May 30 

Trinity Sunday 

Church Services in June 2021 

Wednesday 2 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (CW) Cradley 

 6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (said)                             Live Streamed Cradley  
 

FIRST SUNDAY 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion (BCP)                      Live Streamed Mathon 

June 6  10.45 a.m. Family Service Cradley 

1st Sunday  6.00 p.m. Evensong (said if restrictions remain) Storridge 

After Trinity 

From The Registers 
Interment of Ashes 
 
March 30            Derek Ashley Stevens            Cradley 
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ST  JAMES THE GREAT CHURCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is good that we are now able to worship in church 
again, and let’s hope we can continue without any 
more interruptions. 
 

At last, we have a Cradley event to look forward to! 
At the beginning of July we are planning to hold:  

 

AN OPEN GARDEN WEEKEND  
 

More details next month, but at the moment, please 
put Sat 3 and Sun 4

 
 July in your diary. 

200 CLUB, 
We are continuing to sell shares for our 200 CLUB, so 
if you would like to support the church, and have the 
chance to win 50% of the proceeds each month,  
contact me now. 
Only £1 per share per month. 
 

This month’s winners are:  

Jen Dunford  and Moira Starkey. 

IAN BAILEY 

01886 884682  

 
The Royal British Legion celebrates 100 years this 

year since its founding in 1921 and is running a 

fundraising campaign over the early May Bank 

Holiday weekend from 30 April - 3 May which was 

Captain Tom's birthday weekend.  

 

My 100 challenge is to walk 100 circuits of the  

triangle comprising Chockbury Lane, "Jo's Alley" 

and the Bosbury Road in Cradley, which is around 

a kilometre per circuit, over the four day period and 

I'm hoping to raise at least £250 for the RBL.  

 

There will be a justgiving.com account set up and 

any donations will be most gratefully received by 

the British Legion which does so much excellent 

work to support our Armed Forces veterans. Thank 

you for your support. 

JULIA MACLAGAN 

THE ROYAL BRITISH 
LEGION 

TO THE ORGANISERS OF 
CLUBS, VENUES ETC 

 

As life begins to return to normal after a year in 
which clubs and venues have been closed, we are 
taking this opportunity to invite organisations to let 
us know of any changes they intend to make once 
they are able to open up again. This could involve  
updating your Notice in the Newsletter to  
something more eye-catching, maybe confirming 
or amending days, times or venues, or even  
writing a short article, outlining your plans and 
hopefully, recruit more members. 
 

Many Notices currently appearing in  
The Newsletter have not changed for years,  
although from time to time we are asked to change  
a small detail, but by and large, because they  
continue to look the same as before, readers may 
be inclined to pass them by and not even look at 
them. 
 

Obviously we want The Newsletter to  be as   
eye-catching, readable and informative as  
possible, so you may like to consider completely 
changing the format of your organisation’s Notice  
to something quite different. 
 

If we can help with this, please let us know. 
 

EDITOR 

The Newsletter 

http://justgiving.com
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MATHON CHURCH MATTERS 
 

It was lovely to have a service on Easter Sunday 
morning, which was taken by the Revd Nicholas 
Menon.  Thanks go to all the ladies who decorated 
the church so beautifully. 
 

It is very pleasing that Sunday Services can once 
again be held in Mathon Church and will continue to 
follow the normal pattern, strictly adhering to the 
covid regulations. 

 
However, the service on 9 May, Rogation Sunday, 

will commence at 10.30 a.m. and will be live 
streamed, as will the Ascension Day service on 
Thursday 13

 
May at 7 p.m. 

SP 

 

MATHON CHURCH 
 

READERS 

   2 May  Mrs Crouch, Mr Walker 

   9 May  Rogation Sunday. T.B.A 

 16 May      Mr Vivian, Mrs Pugh 

 23 May  Mrs Seymour, Mr Walker 

 30 May  Benefice Service, Cradley 

 

 SIDESMEN 

   2 May  Mrs Pugh 

   9 May T.B.A. 

 16 May       Mr McKerracher 

 23 May  Mrs Cutler 

 30 May  Benefice Service, Cradley 

 

K.B.S. 

A LETTER FROM THE PARISH 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

Dear Church Electoral Roll member 

SERVICES IN CHURCH HAVE NOW 

RESUMED, CONDITIONAL ON THERE 

BEING NO MARKED WORSENING IN THE 

COVID STATISTICS, AND FOLLOWING 

THE ACCUSTOMED PATTERN AS FAR AS 

CAN BE MANAGED.  

 

Face coverings must of course be worn 

in church, distancing observed, and the 

usual safety measures followed, for the 

time being. 

JOHN SANDS 

Acting PCC Secretary 

 

The Parochial Church Council of the 

Ecclesiastical Parish of St James the Great, 

Cradley is registered as a charity in England 

and Wales number 1190026. 

 www.cradleychurch.org.uk  

www.facebook.com/CradleyChurch/ 

http://www.cradleychurch.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/CradleyChurch/
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Welcome to our new patients of whom there are 
increasing numbers. All surgeries have their own 
systems and if you are new to the Cradley Surgery, it 
won’t take long for you to get used to ours. Please 
discuss how we dispense and let us know in plenty of 
time if you need anything. Bringing your medication 
boxes or a list from your old GP is very helpful. We 
are not (legally or actually) the same as a chemist 
shop and there are a few differences in what we can 
and can’t do. 

 
We are often asked why a medication is not on 

‘repeat’ so that you can just ask for it whenever you 
want.  There are various reasons. These include, if it’s 
new, because we want feedback from you to say it is 
or isn’t helping. It might have been suggested by a 
consultant and we’re not sure if they gave it to you or 
they want us to do it (they don’t always say.) 
Sometimes patients leave the hospital clinic and then 
decide they don’t want the recommended treatment 
after all. If our doctors want to keep an eye on how 
much of something you are using, they won’t put it on 
repeat. It doesn’t mean you can’t have it, it just means 
that dispensary has to ask a doctor. This enables the 
doctor to communicate with a patient if they are 
concerned about risks or side effects especially with 
long term use. This applies often to addictive 
analgesia, or oral or topical steroids for example. 

 
Please ensure your mobile phone numbers are up to 

date. We use these to send messages and this is 
often quicker than waiting for a phone call. Using texts 
can help free up our receptionists. 

Stay well. 
    DR PATSY DYE 

We at the surgery are planning how we are to proceed 
with appointments and attendance at the surgery as 
the country opens up. Thank you to everyone for your 
patience over the last year as we tried to balance, on 
one hand, risks to our vulnerable patients to keep the 
surgery safe for those that had no choice but to come 
in (for regular blood testing for example), and on the 
other, the need to diagnose safely. This hasn’t always 
been a smooth process and has increased anxiety for 
patients and doctors alike. 
 

Giving our receptionists a reason for a phone 
consultation has been crucial as it allowed our doctors 
to decide on urgency. They had to prioritise due to the 
overwhelming workload. 

 
The ‘phone consultation’ genie is not going back into 

the bottle, probably forever. We now consult by 
phone, or by video. Doctors very rarely visit people in 
their own homes (though there is an increasingly large 
community team who do). Some patients love the 
convenience of consulting by phone, and some dislike 
the absence of face to face appointments. The future 
will involve a bit of both. 

 
You won’t always speak to a doctor. All 

musculoskeletal issues are now assessed by a physio 
first, for example. They can arrange imaging (with the 
doctors) and onward referral. We also now have 
Tanya, a Physician’s Associate (PA) who works at 
Cradley on one day a week. PA’s have long existed in 
the American health system and it’s now a rigorous 
post graduate degree qualification in the UK.   

CRADLEY SURGERY NEWSLETTER  

Dr Patsy Dye 

Dr Chris Spruce 
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CRADLEY 
 

How quickly April has gone, it doesn’t seem five 
minutes since we were listening to our April speaker 
Frances Carlaw who gave us a very interesting and 
enthusiastic talk about pearls; how natural pearls are 
made, (they are not made from a speck of grit in an 
oyster shell, but a mummified body of a parasite!); how 
cultured pearls are produced, the different type of 
pearls, and, did you know, there’s a pearl for every 
complexion. That’s another session she can do in the 
future, match pearls to members’ complexions. 
Although I don’t think any of us will be able to afford one 
of the world’s largest natural pearls once owned by 
Elizabeth Taylor which cost £1 million. Cleaning pearls 
is easy too, you just wear them to bed and let your 
skin’s natural oils do the work. So it’s PJs and Pearls 
not just twinset and pearls! 

 
Restrictions are beginning to ease but we are still 

planning zoom meetings until we can meet in the Hall. 
Our May’s meeting on the 6th is the annual resolution 
meeting where we discuss the resolution to be 
presented at the national annual meeting and decide if 
we agree with it. This year the resolution is ‘A Call To 
Increase The Awareness Of The Subtle Signs Of 
Ovarian Cancer’, prompted by the fact that every two 
hours someone in the UK dies of ovarian cancer. This 
resolution wants to make sure GPs and the public know 
what to look for, not only to ensure the early detection 
and treatment of this disease, but also to transform lives 
today and for generations to come. There will be a 
presentation and video, and our local GP Dr Patsy has 
agreed to join us to discuss how we could all take this 
resolution forward.  

 
May’s meeting is usually our fish & chip supper, but it’s 

another virtual supper again this year. Hopefully next 
year! But May’s book club will be ‘real’.  Members 
decided to change the date in May to enable them to 
meet in person outside. The book club is therefore on 
Wednesday 20th May at 3pm in a member’s garden 
when the book ‘Purple Hibiscus’  by Chiminanda Ngozi 
Adichie will be discussed. If any newcomers to Cradley 
would like to join us you will be most welcome – contact 
Joy on  01886 880649 for details.    

  
June’s zoom speaker on Thursday 3rd 7.30pm will be 

Shirley Edgar the Herefordshire Federation’s rep for 
associated Country Women of the World ( ACWW) to 
which the WI is affiliated. She will talk about this charity 
and how it helps women in rural areas worldwide to 
access resources and provides information to develop 
their skills and empower them to make their own 
choices. Until 2020 Cradley WI always had an ACWW 
‘Pennies for Friendship’ jar on the entrance table and 
members would pop in their loose change. Then 
erstwhile treasurers would count the change to send to 
ACWW. Sadly, like many other charities, the pandemic 
has seen that revenue stream drop. So that’s 
something we need to get actioned again when we can 
meet (and can remember what change looks like!). 

 
For our July meeting on Thursday 1st we are 

planning a garden meeting in a member’s garden. 
Details will follow. Fingers crossed there will be no 
freak snow storms. 

 
Herefordshire Federation is continuing with its series 

of zoom talks and craft sessions, but are making a 
small charge from April. However some of the 
sessions are free but still have to be booked 
beforehand. Contact me below for details.  

 
Joy is still taking donated food to the Bosbury food 

bank, anyone can leave donations in the box on her 
porch table (1 Huntingdon) A big thank you to 
everyone who donated the massive amount of Easter 
eggs for the food bank, they were very much 
appreciated. An even bigger thank you to Joy whose 
car became the Easter bunny’s transport to get the 
chocolate to Bosbury.  

 
Joy produced a bumper issue of our newsletter for 

Easter, with many photos from members’ gardens 
with beautiful spring flowers. That was before the 
Easter snow. But like WI members, bedraggled 
flowers bounced back and smiled again in the sun. 

 
We are all looking forward to more sun and smiling 

at each other in person not through a screen. If you 
would like to join Cradley WI you will be most 
welcome, try us as a visitor, new comers’ first visit is 
complementary, contact me for details. 

MAUREEN SULLIVAN  

President Cradley WI  
01886881045  

Maureensullivan60@gmail.com  

mailto:Maureensullivan60@gmail.com
mailto:mar.ainsco@btinternet.com
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(Continued overleaf) 

THE RELATIONSHIP OF SPACE AND TIME 
 

Firstly, two news items have recently been brought to my attention; research on diminishing sky darkness and a new  
discovery at CERN which could rewrite what we know about physics.  
 

Dark Sky Study 
The first can be illustrated in the following three images showing satellite trails in the Pinwheel galaxy, taken in  
early April with my 2 degree field-of-view 600mm focal length camera lens, 120 second exposures each and a few 
minutes apart. I get several satellites crossing in any 30 minute set, and I have increasingly large numbers of cases in my 
imaging sets over the years.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The earth’s environment is really crowded with thousands 
of satellites and debris and will get very much worse as a 
result of mega satellite constellations.  The main ones are 
SpaceX regular multiple constellation satellite launches of 
SkyNet, and then there will be US-UK Company OneWeb, 
and Amazon Kuiper, etc. They are all for commercial global  
mobile phone coverage and antenna high speed internet  
connections, requiring many tens of thousands of satellites 
across the sky, mostly briefly visible in turn from solar  
reflection.   

 

There are currently attempts to minimise their reflectivity, 
but it is still a major issue for large sensitive automatic  
repeating sky survey facilities, looking for transient  
phenomena right across the universe, including potentially hazardous asteroids.  The low orbit ones are only seen when 
it is sunlit out there, not in earth’s shadow, and dark down here,  which means mid evening and hours before dawn rather 
than close to midnight, more so in the summer nights when the sun is just below the north horizon.   
 

Major researchers in the artificial light at night environmental impact assessment group have written a paper, now 
in the news; they worked out the total increase in sky brightness from current satellites is about 10% already.  
Hardly anywhere on earth will be totally dark.  I measure the sky brightness every 2 minutes and have seven years 
of data, so plenty of statistics, and also run an all-sky camera at a similar rate when I am imaging on the darkest of 
nights. I record how the sky brightness has changed over the years from changes in public and private lighting, 
from up to 150 kilometres away. 

 

News from CERN 
Another news item hitting the headlines was the discovery at CERN about the ‘bottom’ quark, the second heaviest 
fundamental building block particle, three times the mass of the proton (the proton, constituent of all atoms, is 
made up made of three lightermost and stable quarks).  The bottom quark unexpectedly does not decay equally 
into familiar electrons and their more massive counterparts, muons, but far more often into electrons, which defies 
the standard model of particle distribution and behaviour that has stood good for many decades.  This means there 
is either a yet-to-be-discovered force of nature, or there is an unknown massive particle that interacts preferentially 
skewing the decay rate probability.  In a future article I will explain particle creation and decay, which relate to their 
mass and availability of energy to create them, such as high energy collisions, or the continual process all around 
us of creation from nothing then annihilating, almost instantly. 
 
The Geometry of the Universe 
Returning to this subject, discussed in recent months, as we look out at the stars further and  
further away, we are looking back further in time by the amount of time taken by the light to reach us over that  
distance.  If we take the distance and then the speed of light times the time the light took to arrive by the observer’s 
reckoning, they are the same.  This is the rate that information travels across the universe.  
 

Please bear with me with one familiar equation. If we consider the three dimensions of space with axes X, Y, and 
Z at right angles to each other like the 3 edges in the corner of a box, we can represent the position of a point in  

Pinwheel  Galaxy  

showing Starlink 

Satellites 

Galaxy M98 with  

a Satellite 

Pinwheel  Galaxy  
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The Geometry of the Universe (continued) 
space with respect to a reference, the observer, by distances along X, Y, and Z coordinates; just a simple grid  
coordinate system.  It doesn’t matter what the orientation of that reference grid is.  If we take the squares of each 
one of those distance projections along the axes and add them together, we get the square of the direct distance.  
This is just Pythagoras theorem extended to three dimensions rather than our familiar two that we were taught at 
school.  But the direct distance squared is the speed of light (C )  times the time (T)  all squared, i.e. X^2 + Y2+ Z^2 
= (CxT)^2. Subtracting (CxT)^2 from both gives zero.   

 

We have now introduced time into the Pythagoras equation, X^2 + Y2+ Z^2 - (CxT)^2 = 0, but it appears as a negative 
sign while all the 3 spatial dimensions squared are added together.  To make it appear as an addition like the others, we 
have to multiply time by the imaginary number, the square root of -1, (known as (i) ) so when squared the negative sign 
times the negative from the square root of -1 becomes positive, X^2 + Y2+ Z^2+ (iCT)2 =0, and then it just looks like  
another dimension when using imaginary time.  It is the square root of -1 that makes time invisible and only one  
dimensional.  

 

So we now have the four dimensions of space time obeying Pythagoras theorem and so they are permanently related.  
So… You CANNOT have space without time and vice versa. Events in space and time only occur once.  A point (an 
event) in space-time is unique.  If we are moving at speed with respect to an observed event or vice  
versa, then the distance becomes distorted, by that negative sign, and the concept of time is equally distorted,  
increasingly so with speed towards the speed of light.  The ratio of the two is always the speed of light which is a  
constant, regardless of whatever speed to the source it is measured at. For the observer, the perception of our  
position is called HERE and the perception of time is called NOW.  They are interrelated and unique to the  
observer, and meaningless elsewhere in space-time.  Without the observer as the reference, there is no perception of 
any event.  The distortions only apply along and back in the direction of relative travel, not at right angles.  

 

There is also another effect I wish to describe; if we are moving at high speed with respect to a source of light, it will 
appear to move to the front in whatever direction we are moving.  Just like a crosswind on a ship; the faster the ship is 
moving, then any crosswind appears to come more to the front, the faster the ship is moving.  Think how in a snow  
blizzard seen by a car driver, the snow appears to comes more to the front of the windscreen, the faster the car is driven. 
This applies to the whole universe through light itself.  An object may emit light in all directions with respect to itself, but if 
it is travelling at close to the speed of light with respect to the observer, all directions are  
perceived distorted more and more to the front with speed until at the speed of light everything is just a straight line from 
the source to the observer.  The whole universe becomes a straight line.  This is all a relative speed effect.   

 

My simulations, done on a computer with relatively crude graphics, many decades ago, show a map of the local stars, 
then travelling at 64% and 99% of the speed of light towards star eta Canis Major; forwards is the top  
window, and backwards, bottom window views.  As never seen on Star Trek or Star Wars. All stars move to the front 
purely due to speed, even those from the back.  This is not due to changing position, in the accelerating travel  
simulation, it has changed only a little forwards, while the transform illudes grossly backwards. Both perceived time and 
perceived distance are compressed for those from the direction of motion and stretched for those from the back.  Colours 
are shifted likewise, from the front with increasing speed through blue - ultraviolet to X-rays to  
gamma rays; and from the back, now forwards, to red through infrared  mm-Wave – radio wavelengths.  At light speed 
the whole universe is seen as a point in the direction of travel. So if light emitting from a source is  
considered as a wave travelling radiating outwards in all directions like ripples on the pond from dropping a stone into it, 
then it is perceived as a particle point travelling in a straight line coming from the source to the observer.  Which is what  
we do see!  Welcome to the bizarre nature of what we see and interpret, and what is reality! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All these relative effects, including the famous equation that the static energy of any mass has a value of the mass 
times a square of the speed of light, can be derived in a few lines from the above, with three assumptions. 1, That the 
speed of light is always measured to be the same regardless of the observer’s relative motion. 2, Momentum - that is 
mass times speed of motion - is always the same regardless of the relative speed of the observer (so the outcome of any 
set of mechanical interactions is the same, like orbits round stars or a game of billiards) and 3, The equations describing 
the propagation of light through space are also independent of the observer. This is special relativity. 

 

Next month I will describe the effect of acceleration and gravity (no equations!) which are the same thing; the  
results have been confirmed with very high accuracy over 100 years since Einstein’s conception. (The equations are 
used in our mobile phones).  All this taken to extreme and affects our perception of the universe, which is a black hole. Its 
origins are the unreachable event horizon where space and time effectively stop.  

      CHRIS BADDILEY 

The start of the journey, top frame. Sun to the front.eta Canis 

major dead centre 2500ly away. Lower frame is the rear view 

The ship is at 64% of light speed, Doppler shift of 2.1 to the 

front, 8 months into its journey, 0.3 light years from home 

The ship is at 99% of light speed, warp factor of 2.5, Doppler shift of 

12 to the front, 2.4 years into its journey, 5 light years from home 
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  The only sound to be heard was the hum of the Led City 
freeway far below. A long narrow inlet was the only 
accessible point on the shoreline, with a tangle of flotsam 
gathered at its furthest end. Using a fallen branch I gave it a 
prod. Released from its bonds the bloated body bobbed to 
the surface; with it came the stench of corruption. This was 
no lady, but some big fish who’d got on the wrong side of 
Eddie Bars – a carp, I’d say, but I’m no expert. I let it be – 
this was a job for the boys at the precinct: Lieutenant Slick 
and his officers, Leak and Dibble. 

 

  The climb to the pass was steep and lonesome, but once 
over the top I coasted down into a fertile vale of cider apple 
groves. I stopped at a deserted industrial site, dotted with 
giant pumping engines and evil-looking sumps. Here it was 
the Sternbeaters had made their fortune, raising liquid gold 
from out of the bedrock. Gazing into a pool of fresh spring 
water, I wondered why anybody would want to drink 
something drawn straight out of the dirty ground when there 
is good gin to be had for the asking. Then fireworks 
exploded in my head, and I was spiralling down into a well 
of darkness.  

  When I came to it was to look into the crazed eyes of a 
young blonde.  

 

  “Sorry about that, I mistook you for somebody else. To be 
precise: my big sister, Gertrude.” 

  “Was it you who’s been following me?” 
  “I often follow people just for the fun of it: I like getting 

them worked up.” She put out her hand to shake – clearly, 
absolutely bonkers. “Hello, my name is Clara Sternbeater. 
You’ll have heard about me from my doddery old parent.” 

 

  Rising to my feet, I looked back at the sump of spring 
water, saying, “Good place to hide a body.”   

  With a demented giggle Clara declared, “Too right it is. 
Yours, Miss Marble.” 

  I’d had enough; having endured a wetting from a child’s 
toy, I pushed her in head first. 

  “Farewell, my lovely; go join your late lamented brother-in
-law.” 

  I’m too soft for my own good. After hauling her out, I 
learnt the truth about Ronald. 

 

  Back at the Sternbeater place I found the major slumped 
on a bench enjoying the last of the sunshine. His eldest 
daughter was sitting beside him practising sleight of hand 
with a pack of cards. 

 

  “Yes, my little sister may be a violent maniac but she isn’t 
stupid,” she said. “Ronald is a figment of Daddy’s 
imagination. He just can’t cope with having two modern, 
independent women for his children. He’s gone all to pieces 
since the bottom went out of the spring water boom. We’ve 
lost all our money; that’s why I’ve had to turn to card 
sharping.” 

  “I guess that means I can say goodbye to the four million 
bucks he promised me.” 

  “You’re not as wise a detective as you think, are you? 
You’ll be lucky to get four pence.” 

 

  The old man said nothing. He was nodding off, his head 
lolling on Gertrude’s shoulder. Is that what will become of us 
all in time? Are we doomed to end up looking forward to our 
afternoon nap? 

 

  On the way downtown I stopped off at one of Eddie’s 
hostelries. At the theatre bar I knocked back a couple of 
double Scotches, and was paying for a third when the boys 
in blue rolled up and started throwing their weight around. 

 
  “Don’t you wise guys know this place ain’t meant to be 

open yet – only non-essential shops and gymnasiums. 
You’re all nicked!” 

MISS JUNE MARBLE,  

the sensational shamus. 

THE AFTERNOON NAP 
 

  The air over the hills was crisp and clear as I drove my 
Morris Traveller south along Premature Sunset Boulevard. 
The town was quiet, sleepy even; it’s always sleepy these 
days. I was wearing my powder blue frock, a dark blue 
jacket, black court shoes and near-black pantyhose. I was 
neat, clean, legs freshly shaved and very nearly sober. I 
was everything the respectable private detective should be. 
I was on the trail of four million quid. 
 

  Taking a turn to the right, I entered a deep canyon, the 
old jalopy’s gears grinding on the gradient. Another half hour 
and I’d covered the two hundred yards to the entrance gate 
of an impressive mansion set into the side of the hill. With 
Gothic features and a tower, it looked like the family home 
of the Karloffs. In reality it belonged to multi-millionaire 
Major Sternbeater. 

 

  The daily woman led me to a dilapidated greenhouse, 
where the aged Major was perched on a state-of-the-art 
mobility scooter amid a jungle of flowering plants. 

 

  “Do you know anything about orchids, Miss Marble?” he 
asked, in the husky tones of the elderly smoker. 

  “Not much.” 
  “Neither do I; that’s why I grow geraniums. You’ve been 

recommended to me by Sir Percy Dithering. Seems he 
thinks you reasonably competent and more reliable than the 
police. Do you have children?” 

  “Not as yet.” 
  “And not likely to either, judging by the look of you. You’re 

fortunate – I’m a widower with two wayward daughters. Just 
to pay their debts and keep them out of trouble is 
bankrupting me. Yet, they’re not satisfied. Last year my 
eldest, Gertrude, got married to a no-good heel name of 
Ronald. Last month he ran off with my best silver. Well, he’s 
welcome to it. The fact is I miss the man. We used to get 
drunk together and complain about the women. No offence, 
but you know how men are. I want you to find him; there’s a 
packet in it if you succeed. Before you leave: you ever seen 
a blue dahlia before?” 

 

  As I left, I glanced up at the top of the tower. There was a 
window – a high window; it made me go over all queer just 
to look at it.   It seems that Gertrude is a habitué of the 
Purple Parakeet: Eddie Bars' place. The bruiser manning 
the door was acting tough. 

 

  “You can’t come in ‘ere without a mask. An’ no getting 
closer than two metres: you got that?” 

  “Keep your toupee on, buster. I only want a martini or 
two,” I told him. 

  “This is a teashop, sunshine. Earl Grey and buttered 
muffins: that’s your lot!” 

 

  She was at the tables upstairs. Dominoes, cribbage, Old 
Maid: they were all rigged. Eddie Bars will strip a punter 
down to his underpants and still want more. An old-style 
racketeer, he’s behind every shady joint in GM. The civil 
authorities finally found some backbone and closed the lot 
last December. But Bars has the cops and half the local 
councillors in his pocket, and he knows how to work them; 
his sordid empire of hospitality establishments was back in 
business. No wonder the streets seemed empty, everybody 
in town was getting ripped off in dives like this. 

 

  The dame was too soused on Lapsang Souchong to tell 
me anything. I gave her a long goodbye and got out quick 
while I still had my hairdo. Following a hunch, I drove back 
up into the hills. A white Cadillac was following me. Doubling 
back, I went round in circles a few times and headed off in a 
different direction entirely. That took me directly to my 
destination: the lake. 
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EVERGREEN CATCH-UP 
 

Hi everyone. Another month has passed and I can 
hopefully see light at the end of the tunnel.  I’m 
feeling quite optimistic about the future (!) with a 
certain amount of normality returning. 

 

So much so, that I actually took the campervan to 
Worcester yesterday for an MOT after over  
12 months off the road.  It was so exciting, it was 
ridiculous.  Took a lovely stroll along the canal whilst 
it was being “seen to”, stopping at the canal side tea 
rooms for a coffee and cake in the beautiful sunshine.  
We carried on walking to Diglis basin looking at the 
fantastic array of canal boats, some being cleaned 
and refurbished for the big “getaway”.  The MOT 
would take a while, so we took advantage of our trip 
out and stopped for lunch at the local pub.  While 
waiting for our fish and chips, we were approached 
by a young man, who turned out to be the son of a 
lifelong friend and work colleague, who had died 
some years ago.   

 

Having always been a chef, and in the catering 
business, he had bought the pub, and had just  
re-opened after the lockdown. After an extensive  
re-furb. he had opened up a lovely outside courtyard 
which was proving to be very successful.  It was great 
to see him after so many years, and we began 
recalling stories of their visits to the farm when they 
were young, building igloos with our boys, and dens 
and camping out.  I do believe in fate, and I think our 
visit to Worcester was meant to be. 

 

The daffodils are just about over, being replaced 
with an abundance of bluebells in the woods nearby.  
I’m preparing for growing some veg. in the garden 
again his year, and tomatoes are coming on well in 
the greenhouse. I’m sat out in the sunshine at the 
moment, but the wind is still quite keen, and there 
was another frost last night. 

 

Oh yes, another excitement this week, we had 
another trip out to Ledbury Community Hall for our 
second vaccinations, and no side effects, thank 
goodness.  Gosh, life couldn’t get more exciting, or 
could it?  Hope you’re all keeping well and looking 
forward to a better future. 

 

Remember: - 
 

The past cannot be changed 
Things always get better with time 
Positive thoughts create positive things 
Smiles are contagious and 
Kindness is free. 
 

Keep smiling, speak soon, lots of love 
CHRIS ORFORD  

(club leader) 
01886 880387 
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It is two years since scaffolding went up around the 
church tower, and you can be forgiven for thinking 
that the project was completed long ago, but it is 
only now that I am able to give you a final report. 
 

In April 2013 our architect informed us that the 
problems with the tower roof, first identified in 2000, 
had worsened and that urgent action was required. 
In January 2014 it was discovered that the joists of 
the timber floor in the north aisle were rotten, the 
problem being exacerbated by the fact that this  
included the floor under the organ which would need 
to be dismantled before any work could be done. In 
August 2015 the church was placed on Historic  
England’s Heritage at Risk Register. This stressed 
the importance of urgent action – of the 400,000 
listed buildings in England, only 2.5% are Grade I 
and 5.8%, including our church, are Grade II*. 

 
It was obvious that we were faced with an  

expensive repair project, and from the outset we 
agreed that we would not attempt to raise the money 
for it from the village, for three reasons. Firstly, we 
were concerned that a major fundraising programme 
would have a detrimental effect on our ongoing 
fundraising, upon which we rely to top up the  
generous giving by members of our congregation 
and other supporters to meet our regular outgoings; 
secondly, the effect that it might have on the regular 
fundraising by other organisations in the village such 
as the Village Hall, RBL Club and FOCS; and last 
but not least, the ability of the village to actually 
come up with the amount required in a reasonable 
time. Contrary to popular belief, the Church of  
England centrally does not have a ‘magic money 
tree’ that pays for the repair and maintenance of its 
buildings, each of which is the responsibility of its 
own community. 

 
We had some funds left over from the Bells and 

Tower Fabric Appeal at the millennium, and had  
already received an extremely generous gift to be 
used towards providing a toilet and improved kitchen 
facilities. We are incredibly grateful for this gift;  
without it we would have spent several years of  
Intensive local fundraising before we could even 
start to apply for grants.  The obvious main source 
of grant funding was the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund (prior to 2019 known as the Heritage Lottery 
Fund). There was a very detailed three-stage  
application process, in competition with other 
churches for a limited ‘pot’ of funds in the Repair 
Grants for Places of Worship scheme. I won’t bore 
you with all of the details; suffice to say that an initial 
project enquiry form was submitted in  
December 2014, a first round application in May 
2016 and a second round application in June 2018. 
Meanwhile, extensive and thorough research  
enabled us to identify the most likely sources of 
match funding; detailed applications were submitted 
to 21 of them, nine of which were successful – an 
incredibly high success rate as the normal average 
is one in eight. As part of the project we were able to 

CRADLEY CHURCH REPAIRS 

have brown ‘tourist’ road signs installed; these also 
include the Village Hall, whose Committee contributed 
to the cost. 

 
Plenty of set-backs were experienced along the way. 

When tenders for the work were obtained they were 
considerably more expensive than anticipated. It was 
decided to remove one part of the project, relating to 
the unique “inner tower” with its half-timbered walls 
with inserted panels of wattle and daub/lath and  
plaster, on the grounds that it was the least urgent 
element and could form a separate project on its own. 
A further large saving could be made by using  
stainless steel instead of lead to cover the tower roof, 
but an objection to this was raised which caused a 
long delay before the second round application could 
be submitted. 

 
In order to obtain funding from the National Lottery 

Heritage Fund we had to incorporate facilities that 
would make the building more suitable for wider use 
by the community, and activities to promote its  
heritage to a wider audience. The pews in the north 
aisle were replaced with chairs, making the space 
more flexible as it can now be used for displays and 
exhibitions etc. and the new kitchen enables us to 
provide a much wider range of hospitality. Careful  
research has resulted in a display board, new leaflets 
and ‘virtual tours’ of the church on our website – do 
please visit them if you have not already done so! 

 
We were delighted (and relieved) that the works 

came in on time and within budget. Our architect  
Issued his final certificate just before Christmas 2020 
at the end of the defects retention period, enabling us 
to make the final payment to the main contractor. 
Comprehensive reports were submitted to all of the 
funders, and the National Lottery Heritage Fund finally 
‘signed off’ the project on 29 March 2021. 

 
Our grateful thanks go to all of the many volunteers 

who helped with the project in so many different ways, 
to the trustees of the various bodies that made grants 
for match funding, and to all the National Lottery  
players who made the main grant possible. A full 
breakdown of the cost of the project, and how it was 
funded, appears on the following page. The Parochial 
Church Council is delighted that without seeking 
funding from its congregation or the wider community 
it has been able to secure the long term future of the 
building, and it is now removed from the Heritage at 
Risk Register, for the use of everyone in the village. 

 
Plans are now in hand to install toilet facilities, but 

that’s another story! 

JOHN SANDS 

Treasurer 
Cradley Parochial Church Council Repairs  

and Development Committee 
 

(statement of repair accounts overleaf) 
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HYMN 
With apologies to the Cradley Church PCC, who 
have done a fantastic job, I couldn't resist inserting 
this poem written in 1931 by John Betjeman, 
alongside the statement of the Cradley Church 
Repair accounts. 

(Hum it to the hymn tune  
‘The Church’s One Foundation’) 

 
The church’s restoration 
In eighteen eighty three 
Has left for contemplation 
Not what there used to be 
How well the ancient woodwork 
Looks round the rectory wall 
Memorial of the good work 
Of him who planned it all. 
 
He who took down the pew ends 
And sold them anywhere 
But kindly saved a few ends 
Worked up into a chair 
O worthy persecution  
Of dust! O hue divine! 
O cheerful substitution 
Thou varnishèd pitch pine! 
 
Church furnishing! Church furnishing! 
Sing art and crafty praise 
He gave the brass for burnishing 
He gave the deep red baize 
He gave the new addition 
Pulled down the dull old aisle 
To pave the sweet transition 
He gave th’encaustic tile. 
 
Of marble, brown and veinèd 
He did the pulpit make 
He ordered windows stainèd 
Bright red and crimson lake 
Sing on with hymns uproarious 
Ye humble and aloof 
Look up, and O how glorious 
He has restored the roof! 

Contributed by 
PAULINE DIPLOCK 

 
 

CRADLEY CHURCH REPAIRS 
(continued) 

 
Expenditure 

 

Repairs & Conservation 159,002 

New Works 19,799 

Professional fees 22,443 

Other capital costs 17,903 

VAT 41,290 

Total cost 260,437 

  

Funded by  

  

Existing Church funds  

Bells and Tower Fabric Fund 6,234 

Refurbishment Fund 11,383 

Grant funding  

Allchurches Trust 3,300 

Charitable trust (wishing to remain 
anonymous) 

5,000 

Cradley Village Hall Committee 356 

Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust 4,500 

Garfield Weston Foundation 7,500 

Laslett's (Hinton) Charity 2,000 

National Lottery Heritage Fund 154,890 

The Edward Cadbury Charitable Trust 1,000 

The National Churches Trust 10,000 

The Rowlands Trust 2,500 

Wolfson Foundation 5,000 

DCMS Listed Places of Worship 
Scheme re VAT 

39,299 

Total cash contributions 252,962 

Non-cash contributions 7,475 

Total funding 260,437 
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To discover how it all ends, you’ll need to see the 
show.  Except that in this case, you can’t ‘see’ it at all.  
Like all theatre companies, professional and amateur, 
Cradley Village Players have been unable to rehearse 
or perform any play for the past year.  Instead, we’ve 
come up with what we hope is a novel way to  
re-connect with our members and our local audience, 
for we’re ‘staging’ The Importance of Being Earnest 
not at Cradley School but as an audio play just like the 
ones heard daily on BBC Radio 4. 

 

Cast members read the script together from home 
via online Microsoft Teams meetings, recording their 
part on a mobile phone.  These recordings went to 
technical director David Hewitt who edited them 
together, adding piano music played by Emma 
Robertson and a variety of sound effects, some 
specially created for the production.   

 
You can hear the show from mid-May via CVP’s 

website Cradleyvillageplayers.com or, if you wish, 
download it so you can listen on a portable device of 
your choice.  And as the play is out of copyright, all 
this is free of charge.  We plan to return ‘in the flesh’ 
sometime soon but meanwhile we hope you’ll enjoy 
hearing our take on Oscar Wilde as much as we 
enjoyed creating it. 

DAVID ROBERTSON 

Cradley Village Players 
David@curioustechnology.com  

01684 563365 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF  
BEING EARNEST 

 
Cradley Players return with novel take on  

much-loved comedy 
 
It’s perhaps the most famous one-liner in all theatre. 

‘A handbag?’ exclaims shocked Lady Bracknell as 
bachelor-about-town Jack Worthing, who hopes to 
marry her daughter Gwendolen, reveals he has no 
idea where he was born or who his parents were and 
knows only that he was ‘found’ in such a bag in the 
cloakroom of Victoria Station.  To be ‘born, or at any 
rate bred, in a handbag’ she adds scornfully, ‘seems 
to me to display a contempt for the ordinary decencies 
of family life that reminds one of the worst excesses of 
the French Revolution … and everyone knows what 
that unfortunate movement led to!’ 

 
So begins Oscar Wilde’s hilarious and brilliantly-

written The Importance of Being Earnest which he 
subtitled A Trivial Comedy for Serious People.  First 
performed in February 1895 at St James’s Theatre in 
London, the play centres on wealthy bachelors John 
‘Jack’ Worthing and Algernon ‘Algy’ Moncrieff who 
bend the truth to add excitement to their lives.  Jack 
invents a brother called Earnest whose exploits give 
him an excuse to visit Gwendolyn, while Algy adopts 
the same - equally fake - name when courting Jack’s 
young and beautiful ward, Cecily.  Fortunately (or 
perhaps not) both women claim they could only love a 
man called Earnest.  

 
Plans go awry when the friends travel to the country 

where they struggle to maintain their stories and get 
tangled in a web of disguise and near disaster.  Aided 
by their servants Lane and Merriman, together with 
Cecily’s mysterious governess Miss Prism and the 
Rev. Canon Chasuble who harbours desires of his 
own, the heroes’ deceptions are eventually revealed.  

 

Cast members rehearse the play online.  Clockwise 
from top left:  Russ Shalofsky (Jack), Tom Van 

Vuren (Lane), Judi and David Creed-Newton (Miss 
Prism and Canon Chasuble), Joanne Eldridge 

(Gwendolyn), Bruce Herriot (Algy), David Robertson 
(Merriman - and also  Producer), Sue Lim (Cecily) 

and Jill Salmons (Lady Bracknell). 

Technical Director David Hewitt edits the multi-track 
recording of  

The Importance of Being Ernest adding music and 
sound effects. 
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May 20 1845:  
HMS Terror and HMS Erebus set sail under the 
command of Sir John Franklin on a mission to find the 
Northwest Passage. In 1848 both ships were lost after 
being trapped in ice and the entire crew of 129 men 
perished. In 2014 the wreck of the Erebus was 
discovered with the help of local Inuit people and two 
years later the Terror was also found. 
 
May 24 1989:   
Libel damages of £600,000 were awarded to the wife 
of Peter Sutcliffe – the “Yorkshire Ripper” – after the 
magazine Private Eye reported that she had sold the 
story of her marriage to a newspaper for £250,000.  
Private Eye editor Ian Hislop commented “If this is 
justice, I’m a banana.” The damages were reduced to 
£60,000 on appeal. 
 
May 26 2020:  
Twitter added warning labels to warn of possible 
inaccuracies in Donald Trump’s tweets. 
 
May 28 1936:  
Alan Turing submitted his work “On Computable 
Numbers” for publication. He described a “universal 
machine” which could carry out any defined 
mathematical calculation, paving the way for 
computers. 
 
May 30 1593:  
Playwright Christopher Marlowe died after a pub brawl 
caused by a disagreement about religion. The 
previous year he had been jailed for counterfeiting 
and he had also been arrested on suspicion of heresy.  
Only one of his plays had been published at the time 
of his death but his work had influenced his 
contemporaries including William Shakespeare. 

 

IAN THOMPSON 

ON THIS DAY 
May 1 1328: 
The English Parliament, sitting in Northampton, 
ratified the Treaty of Edinburgh. In exchange for a 
payment of £100,000 (equivalent to about £120m 
today) England agreed to recognise Scotland as a 
fully independent nation, ruled by Robert the Bruce 
and his heirs and successors.  However both 
countries continued to interfere in each other’s affairs. 
 
May 1

 
1707:  

The Acts of Union, passed by the English and Scottish 
Parliaments in 1707, led to England and Scotland 
combining to create the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain on 1

st
 May of that year.  The new UK 

Parliament met for the first time in October 1707. 
 
May 3

 
1988:  

Time magazine published extracts from the memoirs 
of Donald Regan, formerly chief of staff to President 
Reagan.  They revealed how astrologer Joan Quigley 
had influenced some decisions in the White House. 
 
May 4 2018:  
IMF figures showed that the economy of California 
had become larger than that of India, in 5

th
 place, and 

the UK, then the 6
th
 largest in the world. The USA, 

China, Japan, Germany and India were ranked ahead 
of the UK.  The GDP of the state of Texas was larger 
than that of Italy. 
 
May 5

 
1955:  

The World Bank warned that global poverty was a 
greater threat to world peace than the Cold War. 
 
May 9

 
2019:   

It was revealed in The Sydney Morning Herald that 
the new $50 note issued by the Reserve Bank of 
Australia the previous October contained a spelling 
error.  The word “responsibility” was misspelt 
“responsibilty” in three places.  46 million of the notes 
had been issued and the bank had no plans to 
withdraw the notes. It would correct the error when the 
next batch was printed. 
 
May 15 2018:  
President Putin opened the Kerch Bridge built to link 
mainland Russia with Crimea. The bridge is 19 km 
long and cost an estimated £2.7 billion to build. It is 
the only direct road link between Russia and the 
Crimean Peninsula which Russia had annexed from 
Ukraine in 2014. 
 
May 16 1918:  
The Sedition Act became law in the USA. Its purpose 
was to prevent speech and the expression of opinion 
that cast the government or the war effort in a 
negative light or interfered with the sale of government 
bonds.  Around 200 people were convicted under the 
Act before its repeal in 1920. 
 
May 16 1927:  
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that criminals must pay 
income tax on their stolen property or face tax evasion 
charges. This ruling was the basis for the eventual 
prosecution and conviction of Al Capone. 

mailto:svhbookings@fastmail.co.uk
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A MESSAGE FROM ELLIE CHOWNS 
The RSPB-supported development at Kingsbrook has 
modelled many of these wildlife-friendly design 
elements. 

 

Some people wonder about the financial viability of all 
of this.  But the great news is that the costs of building 
high-spec housing (to standards like Passivhaus) have 
come down very rapidly in recent years and are now 
more or less at parity.  If you take into account residents’ 
savings on heating bills, the small additional upfront 
investment makes complete financial sense. 

 

There are lots of inspiring examples from other local 
authorities around the UK. Goldsmith Street in Norwich – 
a Passivhaus social housing development – has won 
numerous national awards. Exeter has been building 
social housing to passivhaus standards for  
10 years.  York has just got planning permission for the 
UK’s largest net-zero housing development.   
Herefordshire is learning lessons from all of these. 

 

The first site we plan to develop is Merton Meadow in 
Hereford city, by the football club. Longer-term, the aim 
is to build housing around the whole county, wherever it 
is most needed. Obviously any building project takes 
time, but lots of work is happening now to identify 
potential sites, develop the designs, and put the 
financing in place. 

 

As a council we are really well-placed to do this.  We 
can now borrow money at historically low interest rates. 
The costs of the development will be covered by the 
rents – which we will keep as low as possible, as we 
don’t need to make a profit (in contrast to the typical 
private housing developer who apparently makes profits 
of around 25%!)  Instead, we can plough every penny 
back into creating social value – delivering warm, cosy 
and affordable homes for local families who need them. 

 

I’m really excited about this work, and I hope you are 
too!  Do get in touch if you’d like to know more or if you 
have ideas to share.  And since I have run out of space 
now, I will use next month’s column to update you on our 
‘retrofit’ plans to improve the energy efficiency of 
Herefordshire’s existing properties, to reduce emissions 
and help tackle fuel poverty. 

 

In the meantime, as always, please do get in touch if 
you would like my help with anything:  
Tel: 01531 670729 / 07950 714947 
Email: Ellie.chowns@herefordshire.gov.uk; 
Facebook: www.Facebook.com/CllrEllieChowns.  

 

(Also, please do remember that you can report any 
issues with any council services here: 
 www.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-it. It’s especially 
helpful if you can report any potholes, or drainage 
issues – the sooner they get reported, the sooner they 
will get fixed...at least that is what I hope and believe!) 

 

For now, enjoy the spring sunshine and the increased 
freedoms! Wishing you all the very best, Ellie 

DR ELLIE CHOWNS 

Herefordshire Council  
Councillor for Bishops Frome and Cradley Ward  
Cabinet Member for Environment, Economy & Skills  
Leader of the Green Group 

It feels good, doesn’t it, that things are starting to open 
up again!  I went into town this week to belatedly spend a 
birthday book token (in the wonderful Ledbury Books and 
Maps shop, just re-opened after lockdown), and it was 
great to see the high street bustling again! 
 

I thought I’d use my column this month to update you 
on the work that Herefordshire Council is doing on 
housing.  While many of us are lucky enough to live in 
comfortable and warm houses, that’s not the case for 
everyone in Herefordshire.  In fact, Herefordshire has 
two big housing problems: affordability, and fuel 
poverty.  And so our coalition administration has made it 
a priority to tackle both of these issues. 

 

Herefordshire unfortunately has the worst housing 
affordability ratio in the West Midlands: the average 
house costs 9.3 times the average wage here.  For many 
people, this means that buying a house is simply out of 
reach – and rents are correspondingly high, too.  Of 
course, rising house prices are a national issue, with the 
dream of home-ownership getting harder and harder for 
younger generations to reach.  But it’s a particular issue 
in Herefordshire, where we have historically low wages, 
but houses are in high demand (especially now) as so 
many people from other parts of the country choose to 
move here for our fantastic quality of life. 

 

So, what can we do?  Well, the answer is clear – we 
need to build more affordable housing.  And since the 
market simply hasn’t delivered, we are stepping in as a 
council.  Recently, the Cabinet agreed an ambitious new 
programme of building council houses for the first time in 
a generation. We aim to build 2500 new affordable 
homes in the next ten years – and to make them net zero 
carbon too! 

 

Building these homes is a win-win-win project.  It’s good 
for the economy, because we’ll be creating lots of good 
jobs, by kick-starting building where the market has 
failed. It’s good for people, because families will get  
high-quality, toasty-warm and spacious homes at an 
affordable rent.  And it’s good for the planet, because 
we’re building future-proof houses to high environmental 
standards – as is necessary if we are to tackle the 
climate and ecological emergency. 

 

Achieving ‘net zero carbon’ for a new house means 
basically three things:  

 making the house as energy-efficient as possible 
through a ‘fabric first’ approach,  

 generating any energy required using renewables, 
and  

 offsetting any residual carbon impact, e.g. through 
tree-planting or through retrofitting old housing to 
make it more energy efficient. It’s important to take 
embodied carbon into account (i.e. the climate 
impact of the construction materials and process) 
as well as operational carbon (i.e. the climate 
impact of living in the house – heat, light etc). 

 

We’ll also be ensuring ‘biodiversity net gain’ i.e. making 
sure these building projects create more space for nature 
than before.  Small things can make a surprisingly big 
difference – like creating ‘hedgehog highways’ with holes 
in garden fences to enable our spiky friends to get 
around, or installing ‘swift bricks’ to provide nesting sites 
for these beautiful birds.   

mailto:Ellie.chowns@herefordshire.gov.uk
http://www.Facebook.com/CllrEllieChowns
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-it
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  1.  Meaning of word Storridge 

  2.   When did Wenceslas step out 

  3.   What bird would you see in a murmuration 

  4.   Gordon Sumner’s name as a pop star 

  5.   An animal not the game keeper’s friend 

  6.   Taking an attitude 

  7.   Where did William meet Anne 

  8.   A very famous physicist 

  9.   A city linked with kidnap 

10. The reproductive part of a flower 

11. A good yarn 

12. A vicar’s remuneration 

13. A make of cider 

14. A bad smell 

15. Stun with astonishment 

STORRIDGE WI ‘ST’ QUIZ 

PAINTING THE CHURCH 
 
There was a Scottish painter named Smokey  
MacGregor who was very interested in making a 
penny where he could, so he often thinned down his 
paint to make it go a wee bit further.  As it happened, 
he got away with this for some time, but eventually 
the local church decided to do a big restoration job 
on the outside of one of theitr biggest buildings.  
Smokey put in a bid and, because his price was so 
low, he got the job. 
 

So he set about erecting the scaffolding and setting 
up the planks, and buying the paint and yes, I am 
sorry to say, thinning it down with turpentine……. 

 

“Repaint!  Repaint! And thin no more!” 
  

Contributed by  
CHRIS ORFORD 

http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk
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There has been a recent increase in the theft of catalytic converters from vehicles in West Mercia. This is due 
to a rise in the value of the precious metals they contain. 
 

PC Dale Tomkins said: “Thieves tend to target vehicles such as vans and 4x4s that have a higher ground  
clearance making the converters more easily accessible. However, all types of vehicles are vulnerable.  
 
“Please help us tackle this crime by taking steps to reduce the chances of your vehicle being targeted. 
“We need to know about any suspicious activity around parked vehicles. Please contact us on 101 with any  
Information about what is happening in your area.” 
 
Tips on how to protect your vehicle:  

• Keep your vehicle in a garage if you can 

• If you park it on a driveway, install motion activated lighting 

• Otherwise, park in a well-lit, populated area 

• Forensic security marking kits are available to mark your catalytic converter 

• Locks are also available that can be fitted to your converter 

• Use high visibility signage to deter thieves 
 

For crimes in progress call 999.  
 

For non-emergencies report online at www.westmercia.police.uk/report  
 

Speak to your Safer Neighbourhood Team and for more information, visit our website  
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/  
                           

http://www.westmercia.police.uk/report
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/
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CRADLEY BELL TOLLS FOR 
PRINCE PHILIP 

 
Once again, very many thanks to Chris 

Roberts. In company with many churches 

across the UK, at midday on Saturday  

10 April, the day following the death of 

Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, Chris 

tolled the Cradley Church bell 99 times. 

  

Always spine-tingling, the eerie sound of 

the tenor bell wafting across the fields to 

mark a death seemed even more mournful 

at this sad and difficult time. 

Thank you, Chris. 
PAULINE DIPLOCK 

EXCERPTS FROM PARISH 
MAGAZINES 

 
CRADLEY PARISH MAGAZINE – MAY 1897 (Part 2) 

 

Easter Vestry:  
At this, which was held on Thursday the 22

nd
, Major 

General Maclean & Mr Purser were re-elected 
Churchwardens, a very hearty vote of thanks having 
been accorded to them.  Messrs (*illegible*)  and  
G Smith were elected Sidesmen. 
 

Storridge St John’s:   
At the feast of the Annunciation there was an Early 
Celebration of Holy Communion, and a special 
Thanksgiving Service in the afternoon for the blessing 
vouchsafed to the Mothers’ Union.  All Members 
(except two) and the Associates of the Storridge 
Branch were present, and came to tea at the Vicarage 
afterwards.   
 

Mothers’ Union Cradley:    
A large number of Cradley Members of the Mothers’ 
Union were present at the Evening Service on Lady 
Day, the feast of the Annunciation; and many were at 
the tea before the Service at the Rectory Room. We 
have all reason for thankfulness at the great increase 
in the members of the Union in England and therefore 
in the proportionately greater influence for good that it 
is gaining.  
 

Easter has been a bright one in many ways.  We have 
to thank Major & Mrs Martindale-Vale for the new 
Dossal (sic); and General Maclean & Mrs Purser for 
plants and flowers and the children for the wild flowers 
which helped make the Church ready for the great 
Festival.   
 

Baptism:  
April 4 William John, son of Nathaniel and 
Elizabeth Paget 
 

Marriage:  
March 30 Timothy Gittens & Laura Louisa Garbutt 
 

Burial: 
April 2 Mary Plaskett, aged 60 years 
 

CONTRIBUTED BY JOAN PROSSER 

Member of Heritage Group 

STORRIDGE  
 
Storridge WI held its April meeting on zoom and 
telephone conferencing. 
 

We are still asking members their view on where 
and when to hold meetings, especially in the winter 
months.  As before, nothing can be decided yet.   

 
Correspondence from Worcester Federation of WIs 

(WFWI) was brought to members’ attention.  One 
member had joined in on zoom with a talk on  
Floriade, an international exhibition and garden  
festival held every ten years in the Netherlands.  This 
was organised by WFWI.  Eight more events were on 
offer, from zumba to a practical photography course.  

 
This year’s WI resolution is to help increase  

awareness of the subtle signs of ovarian cancer.  
Members discussed this and will vote for or against 
in the May or June meeting – something to think 
about.   

 
Another president’s quiz followed, ten questions, 

each answer beginning with ‘ST’ – the first two letters 
in Storridge!  (You can try your luck with this  
elsewhere in the Newsletter). 

 
Still difficult to organise without knowing how the 

future will unfold – but May’s meeting may be a  
Garden Forum – in suitable surroundings.   
 

JOAN PROSSER 
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THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2022 will mark the 70
th
 anniversary of the Queen’s 

reign.  Accordingly, the early Spring Bank Holiday is 
moving to Thursday 2 June and there will be an extra 
day’s Bank Holiday on Friday, 3 June 2022, giving a  
4-day weekend.  
 

The Fete Committee are planning next year’s Fete 
as ‘The Cradley Jubilee Fete’ for Saturday, 4 June.   
It would be wonderful to have a bigger than usual fete 
to mark this prestigious occasion.   

 
Most of the members of the Fete Committee are the 

same people that organised the Golden Jubilee Fete.  
They are all now 10 years older and would welcome 
new committee members with fresh ideas and 
enthusiasm, to make this a fete to remember.   

 
If you would like to join the committee or help out in 

any capacity whether beforehand or on the day itself 
please contact Ian Bailey or Jan Dampney using the 
contact details below. 

 
IAN BAILEY  

01886 884682  ianbailey@hotmail.co.uk  

JAN DAMPNEY  

01886 880316 jan@dampney.plus.com  

WILD GARLIC SOUP 
 

Wild garlic is in abundance around the village  
footpaths at the moment. Try this creamy soup 
made with foraged wild garlic leaves - if you’ve  
never tried it, you’ll be surprised just how  
delicious it is, and how easy to make. 
 
RECIPE 
600gm potatoes, peeled and chopped 
1 onion, roughly chopped 
60gm wild garlic leaves 
1.2L chicken or vegetable stock 
 
METHOD 

• Sweat the onion in a little oil and butter until soft 

• Add the chopped potatoes and stock 

• Simmer until the potatoes are tender 

• Add the garlic leaves  

• Blitz in a food processor until smooth 

• Season to taste with salt and pepper  
 
Serve, garnished with wild garlic flowers (also  
edible) swirls of cream, and crusty granary bread. 

PAULINE DIPLOCK 

mailto:ianbailey@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jan@dampney.plus.com
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STORRIDGE VILLAGE HALL  
 

100 CLUB 
The winners of the April 100 Club draw were: 

Daphne Beard £25 
Jane Batstone  £15 
Don and Pamela Hurle  £10 
Brenda Anne Bye £5 

STORRIDGE VILLAGE HALL REOPENS 
The management committee are also pleased to 
announce that, with effect from Monday, 12 April, 
the Village Hall opened its doors to bookings. Any 
booking will be subject to compliance with the  
Government’s guidelines regarding the number of 
people and the type of activity permitted. The 
Covid risk assessments and health and safety 
measures are in place. 
 

Due to the lockdown the Annual Meeting was not 
held in March, but it is hoped to hold it as soon as 
restrictions on numbers meeting indoors are lifted. 
I will advertise the date in the Newsletter and hope 
that as many people as possible will attend.  
Generous grants from Herefordshire Council have 
allowed the committee to undertake essential 
maintenance work such as damp-proofing the main 
room as well as ordering new double glazing and a 
new, lower ceiling, items that were on the ‘wish 
list’. 

 

New members on the committee are always  
welcome: user groups should according to the  
constitution nominate a representative, but  
individuals with an interest in keeping the valuable 
village resource operational will be most welcome. 
If you would like to join the committee, do please 
get in contact with me. 

JACKIE WHITE 

Secretary 
01886 833802 

jackie.white@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:svhbookings@fastmail.co.uk


21 

 
 
 
 
 

       
      © 

  www.campaigns.which.co.uk 
 

SCAM ALERTS 
Outsmart the Scammers 

 
Criminals are constantly developing new tricks to try 
to steal our money. Which?© provides a free weekly 
scam alert service to which we can all sign up and 
which can help us stay one step ahead of them. 

On this page are some examples of  

current scams you may not be aware of. 

Which?© was created in 1957 to empower and  
inform consumers and has run many campaigns. 
From lead-free paint in children’s toys in the ’60s to 
seat belts in cars in the ’80s, Which?© campaigns 
have helped to lead the way in consumer protection  
issues, exposing dangerous products, and enforcing  
hygiene safety standards.   
 

One of today’s biggest consumer problems is 
scams and how to recognise them, especially as the 
scammers are becoming more innovative. 

  
How to recognise a Scam  

 

The following are dead giveaways. Faced with an 
online, emailed, or postal offer, ask yourself the  
following questions. If you answer yes to any of 
them, there's a good chance it's a scam.  
 

• Have you been contacted out of the blue? 

• Is the offer too good to be true? 

• Are you being pressured to make a decision? 

• Have you been asked to share personal details? 

• Are there spelling and grammar mistakes? 

• Are the contact details vague? 

• Are you being asked to keep it secret? 

Go to this link for help to spot and protect 
yourself from scams:  
https://www.which.co.uk/consumer-rights/advice/how-
to-spot-a-scam?
utm_source=whichcouk&utm_medium=email&utm_ca
mpaign=scamalert 
 
and if you spot something which you think is a scam, 
you can email them at scamwatch@which.co.uk 

  
The above is a composite article based upon the  
Which?© website. For more information, go to 
www.campaigns.which.co.uk, where you can register to 
receive the latest scam alerts to your mailbox, or contact 
the Which?© Money helpline.  
You could also visit www.actionfraud.police.uk which is 
the Police equivalent website. 
                 Editor 

 

http://www.campaignswhich.co.uk
https://www.which.co.uk/consumer-rights/advice/how-to-spot-a-scam?utm_source=whichcouk&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=scamalert
https://www.which.co.uk/consumer-rights/advice/how-to-spot-a-scam?utm_source=whichcouk&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=scamalert
https://www.which.co.uk/consumer-rights/advice/how-to-spot-a-scam?utm_source=whichcouk&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=scamalert
https://www.which.co.uk/consumer-rights/advice/how-to-spot-a-scam?utm_source=whichcouk&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=scamalert
mailto:scamwatch@which.co.uk?subject=Scams
http://www.campaignswhich.co.uk
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk
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Play this puzzle online at: https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/2146304/ 

            SPRING IN THE GARDEN 

CAMELLIA  

MAGNOLIA 

PRIMROSE 

LILAC 

PEONY 

TRILLIUM 

TULIP 

CHIONODOXA 

HYACINTH 

CROCUS 

SNOWDROP 

MUSCARI 

HELLEBORE 

SCILLA 

DAFFODIL 

ALLIUM 

DOGWOOD 

IRIS 

https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/2146304/
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MAY MORNING 
 

A gentle wind rippled through the low hawthorn on the 
hillside drawing out the fluttering strips of homespun 
fabric knotted along the twisted limbs among the 
blossoms like banners of a marching army. 
Contrasting colours, dull and faded, against the 
vibrant green of new leaves blazing brightly in the 
morning sun as it crested the hills above the mist filled 
valley.  
 

Soon light flashed and danced among the spirals of 
swirling water which welled up below the bending 
branches before spilling away, dancing sparkling and 
pure, silver over the stones between the grassy banks 
down to the village.  

 

Grey became blue rolling in behind the brief rosy 
flush that chased over the opening skies. Light shining 
bright and fresh, slicing away layers of the cold fog 
hanging above the river in the valley, exposing  
tree-tops and roofs like the markers of a sunken 
world.  

 

Kneeling beside the steep path the girl shielded her 
eyes and looked back up to the woman descending 
the path behind her. 

“Mummy, there are more flowers here like the ones 
you picked earlier. Do you want to take them home?” 

 

The sun struck the hillside illuminating her mother 
against the rising ground, her hair brightly glowing in a 
halo of reflected light. Amid tumbling laughter her 
mother stooped down, her fingers gently restraining 
the child’s hand outstretched towards the white petals. 

“No Annis,” she smiled, “leave them to bloom freely 
here, they will not last beyond midday in the house.” 

 

The girl wrinkled her nose, “But that little bunch you 
picked just now on the way up the hill to the spring 
and then scattered them over the water when the sun 
lit the ripples. You said my name. Why did you do that 
Mummy?”  

 

Still tenderly cupping her daughter’s hand in hers 
she laughed again, the sound bouncing lightly in tune 
with the stream chuckling at their feet. 

“But Annis is my name too, remember? Come away 
home, and off this wet grass, you wouldn’t want to 
catch a cold on your birthday, now would you?”  

 

An hour ago they had left the village, chill and 
dripping in the mist. Now it lay before them under a 
faint haze. Cosy red brick and lightly steaming thatch 
warming in the sun. Ahead of them a cock crew as 
they walked down smiling together, hand in hand from 
the hill.  

 

Pausing before the common green the girl leaned 
back staring up at the golden bird shining bright at the 
top of the tall pole.  

“Mummy, will I really dance today, and in my new 
dress, please?”  

 

“Why, of course you shall! We shall dance together, 
and I will show you how to weave the ribbons. But 
come quickly now, first we must go indoors and make 
ready. The others will be back from watching the 
sunrise soon, and there are still our garlands to be 
made.” 

 JOHN CLAY 

 

A  
COMMUNITY  

CELEBRATION 
 

In a spirit of 

optimism, some 

community fun 

and entertainment 

is being planned 

for Saturday  

25 September on the Church Lawn.   

 

 This event is intended to 

bring us all together, 

after a long and difficult 

year, in an afternoon 

which we hope will have 

something for everyone. 

There’ll be a 

bar, and music 

and… look out 

for further 

details to follow 

over the coming 

months. 

 

Market stalls will be 

available free of charge 

to any local club, 

society or organisation 

wanting to take part.   

 

If you’d like to book a stall or run an 

attraction, please contact Jan Dampney 

by email, jan@dampney.plus.com or by 

phone: 01886 880316. 

 

mailto:jan@dampney.plus.com
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  1. Stoney Ridge 

  2. Feast of Stephen 

  3. Starling 

  4. Sting 

  5. Stoat 

  6. Stance 

  7. Stratford on Avon 

  8. Stephen Hawking 

  9. Stockholm 

10. Stigma, style, stamen 

11. Story 

12. Stipend 

13. Strongbow 

14. Stink 

15. Stupefy 

STORRIDGE WI ‘ST QUIZ’ 
 

ANAGRAMS OF BRITISH CITIES 
AND LARGE TOWNS 

(Quiz from last month) 

Giant Month Nottingham 

Bare need Aberdeen 

Rotten tokens Stoke-On-Trent 

Huge rot probe Peterborough 

Bred magic Cambridge 

Plant, hover, mow Wolverhampton 

Never sins Inverness 

The unu broom Bournemouth 

Ha! Nudeness too Southend-On-Sea 

Glum bored dish Middlesbrough 

Sneer about Eastbourne 

Chews trim bow West Bromwich 

Rushed fiddle Huddersfield 

Dominates Maidstone 

Money tinkles Milton Keynes 

Brags or ouch Scarborough 

Famed sic cell Macclesfield 

Else crotch Colchester 

Wrong train Warrington 

Erect lies Leicester 

ANSWERS 

ANSWERS 

(See WI Article on P19) 



Email your adverts and notices to cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com 
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Please mention the Newsletter when responding to advertisements. 

 

To advertise contact 

Jan on 01886 880316 
Jackie on 01886 833802 

or email: 

cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com 

   Piano Tuning 
     Simon Peberdy 

   07588 533427 
     Piano technician, pianist, organist 
     www.simonpeberdymusic.com 

Malvern Computers 
 

 

Repair, maintain, install and advise 
01684 561849 or 07852 474673 

malverncomputers@talktalk.net 
www.malvern-computers.co.uk 

IT Support 

BESPOKE 
 

JOINERY—CARPENTRY 
 

Specialist in purpose made, high quality joinery, 
Built in furniture, also carpentry 

Repairs/restoration of joinery and furniture 
Sash windows refurbished 

 
Call Ian on 01905 421493 or 07941 568183 

Email: ianplante@gmail.com 
www.worcesterbespokejoinery.co.uk 

Annie Henderson  
Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, blinds, loose covers and 
home accessories made using your 

own fabric 
Alteration service both for soft 

furnishings and clothing also available 

City and Guilds qualified 

For a free quotation please contact: 

01432 820125 

annie@needleseye.me.uk 

mailto:cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com
http://www.simonpeberdymusic.com
mailto:malverncomputers@talktalk.net
http://www.malvern-computers.co.uk
mailto:ianplante@gmail.com
http://www.worcesterbespokejoinery.co.uk
mailto:annie@needleseye.me.uk
http://www.wykehamgardens.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Crowcroft-Market-At-The-Yard-107564021389374/
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CURTAIN MAKER 
SUE BRADFORD 

 
An Experienced Seamstress 

with a sense of humour 
 

01886 833522 
07812 837936 

MASSAGE AND/OR WELLBEING 

COACHING 

MASSAGE for your painful  

back/shoulders/legs/arms/feet 

Plus COACHING enables you to  

help yourself when suffering from  

Chronic on-going conditions   

Relax with Aromatherapy oils  

Create a more comfortable life and feel  
more in control of your symptoms 

 
CALL NOW - FREE 30 min assessment  
FRAN DOIDGE fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk    

www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk  

01886 880100/07974 400575 

 OPEN TO CUSTOMERS: 
Tuesday                 10am—4pm,  Wednesday      2pm-4pm 

Friday, Saturday      9am – 4pm          

ORDERS ONLY:  Thursday 

www.crumptonhillfarmshop.com 

Crumpton Hill, Storridge, 
 WR13 5HP 

 01886 880802 

 Fresh, seasonal local produce,  
local  cider, beer and wine and  
hand-made crafts. 

 

Learn to play… 
 

Saxophone, Clarinet, Flute, Trumpet/Cornet 
 

All ages welcome 
 

Contact: Baz 
01886 880985/07971 247310 

barry.strange1@btopenworld.com 

R.S.B. DECORATIONS 
Professional Painting and Decorating 

 

All aspects of Decorating undertaken 

Est. 34 years 

   01905 821453 / 07851 225277 

email:   roger.bent@btinternet.com  

Simon The Plasterer 

 

15 years experience 

Quick and Reliable 

No Job Too Small 

Free Quotes 

 

Telephone 01886 880399 
Mobile 07784 337364  

• Interiors & Exteriors  

• Wooden flooring        
renovation 

• Granite worktop re-
pairs 

• Application of Epoxy 
floor paint for garages, 
cellars, sheds etc.                        

• Sash Windows  

• Kitchen units          
hand painted  

• End of tenancy     
freshen-up 

• Specialists in Black & 
White, Historic and 
Listed buildings 

mailto:fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
http://www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
http://www.crumptonhillfarmshop.com
mailto:barry.strange1@btopenworld.com
mailto:roger.bent@btinternet.com
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Northdown Curtains 
For a full installation service or self-fit  

We Make:  

 Curtains with hand-sewn headings,  

 Roman Blinds,  

 Also soft furnishings to match if required.  

We have a carefully selected range of fabric books, 

trimmings and hardware catalogues with samples 

available. 

We can supply and fit:  

 Fabrics, Poles, Curtain track,  

 Blind track (manual or  electric).  

 Made to measure Blinds by Intu and Perfect Fit to 

suit your window frame.  

Demo samples available on request.  

For friendly helpful advice or a free quote 

please contact Julie Ball on  

01531 640722  

mobile 07833 703490 

northdowncurtains@gmail.com 

 

ACCESS LIFT HIRE  

www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideal for flue lining, tree pruning, guttering, painting, aerial 
installations and internal factory works, etc. 

With working heights of up to 9.50m 
Able to fit through 2ft 6in openings 
All have current LOLER certificates 

 

With hire rates from £65 for half day call: 

Louise 07968 963359 or Chris 07710 489575 
 

info@accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 
www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 

mailto:northdowncurtains@gmail.com
http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
mailto:paadena29@gmail.com
http://www.paadena.co.uk/
mailto:paadena29@gmail.com
http/www.paadena.co.uk
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Little Growbags Children’s Nursery 

 
Hunters Moon, Bransford, WR6 5JB 

www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk 

‘Nurturing your child through play to their full potential’ 
Open 7.45 a..m. - 6.00 p.m. Monday to Friday 

From 3 months - 5 years: OFSTED registered for 37 places 
Small holiday club  :  Home cooked food 

Friendly, caring and flexible  :  Safe dropping off and parking 

Please call us on 01886 833379 

SHAUN’S TYRES, 
BATTERIES AND EXHAUSTS 

 

01684 770336 
07557 105233 

 
UNIT 1 SPRING COURT, SPRING LANE SOUTH 

MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE 
WR14 1AT 

 

30 YEARS OF RELIABLE AND EFFICIENT SERVICE 

SPORTS THERAPY MASSAGE 

 

Backache, Stiff Neck, Painful Knees, Arms or Legs? 
Don’t suffer; call and book a sports therapy massage, 

a remedial massage that can give pain relief 
to those aching muscles 

 

JULIA ADAMS – Holistic Therapist 
01886 832641/07968 726651 

Sherridge Road, Leigh Sinton 
Bowen Technique, Aromatherapy, Indian Head Massage 

and Sports Therapy Massage 

Fully Qualified Local Electrician                           
for all your Household Electrical needs. 

Also Heavily Experienced in Commercial and 
Industrial Electrics, as well as Testing. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, Mark 
Williams, for a free quote. 

 

 

Which trusted 

 www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  
mark@mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  

Tel: 07966 984893 

and offering 

home visits 

 

 

     
     

 

http://www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk
http://www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk
mailto:mark@mawilliams.co.uk
http://www.paytons.co.uk/
mailto:ask@paytons.co.uk
http://www.andysweeps.com/
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Opening Hours 

       Monday       9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m. 
       Tuesday               CLOSED 
       Wednesday  9.00 a.m. ~ 1.00 p.m. 
       Thursday     9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m.    
       Friday       1.00 p.m. ~ 6.30 p.m. 
       Saturday      8.30 a.m. ~ 12.30 p.m. 

 
Free Parking & Wheelchair Access  

Discounts for Pensioners & Children 
 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Tel: 01531 640799 
www.thebosburybarbers.co.uk 

Red Kite 

Pest Control 

Combining Tradition and Innovation 

For all your local Pest Control requirements 

All INSECT,  RODENT and 

 WILDLIFE Pests 

Free Advice, free no obligation Quotations 

 

-----------------------——--ALSO-——-------------------- 

TAXIDERMY 
 

I’m interested in purchasing  
unwanted pieces of  

taxidermy 
(for private collection) 

 

Telephone Andy Staples on: 
07977 044987 / 01886 832730 

All aspects of building work and property 
maintenance 

Home &Garden
    www.sos.webeden.co.uk 

01886 880256     07545 004457 

Many references available 

 

HOME 

• Alterations 

• Conversions 

• Repointing 

• Bathroom up-
grades 

• Plastering 

• Carpentry 

• Decorating 

  

GARDEN 

• Patios and Paving 

• Walling 

• Turfing 

• Timber Decking 

• Composite      
Decking 

• Jungle Clearance 

• Fencing 

 

HOME END FARM, CRADLEY 
On the A4103 near The Red Lion Inn 

 

blue-ginger      
 

                         art, craft and inspiration ideas 
coffee shop serving light lunches and homemade cakes 

www.blue-ginger.com  sue@blue-ginger.com 
bed&breakfast:  info@home-end-farm.co.uk 

tel: 01886 880240 

 

handmade contemporary silver jewellery  
inspired by prehistoric rock art  

www.silverfishdesigns.co.uk  carol@silverfishdesigns.co.uk 

 

You can browse and buy from our  online 
shop www.blue-ginger.com or find us on 

Facebook  

mi-frame picture framing 
Mi-frame is open 

—please phone for an appointment 

 

Tel: 01886 880964   

miles@mi-frame.co.uk  

 

 

http://www.thebosburybarbers.co.uk
http://www.sos.webeden.co.uk
http://www.blue-ginger.com
mailto:sue@blue-ginger.com
mailto:info@home-end-farm.co.uk
http://www.silverfishdesigns.co.uk
mailto:carol@silverfishdesigns.co.uk
http://www.blue-ginger.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bluegingergallery
mailto:miles@mi-frame.co.uk
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H & J 
Pest Control Services 

Domestic Properties and Commercial Contracts undertaken 
We treat Rats, Mice, Wasps from £30 

Hornets, Fleas, Squirrels, Flies, Moles, Bed Bugs, Rabbits, Birds, Carpet 
Moths/Beetles, Ants… 

Contact Henry Yardley:  07889 782933 

info@hjpc.co.uk                 www.hjpc.co.uk 

EXPERIENCED/ RELIABLE/AFFORDABLE/ALL PESTS TREATED 
FULLY INSURED  • BPCA/RSPH II QUALIFIED 

INSECTS/RODENTS/MOLES 

 

Bed and Breakfast at 

Larchgrove  

 

 

 

Bosbury Road 

Cradley 

WR13 5LT 
01886 880985 

www.larchgrovebb.com 

BILL JONES 
& SON 

Chimney Sweeps 
 

Clean and Efficient Service 
BRUSH AND VAC 

 

01684 568323 or 07570 988794  

 

Working at Height Specialists   Confined Space Contractor 
Rope Access (IRATA) Qualified   City & Guilds Certified 
 

Industrial: 

Silo clean/inspection  Confined space consultancy 

Tank clean/inspection  Confined space audits 

Roof inspection/repair Stand by rescue teams 

Gutter clean   Confined space entry 

Jet washing   Cladding repair   

 

Domestic: 

Roof repairs   Window clean  

Tree work   Jet washing   

Gutter clean 

 

For a free quote please contact Richie 

M: 07968 967 214 

E: info@severnaccess.co.uk  

W: www.severnaccess.co.uk 

mailto:info@hjpc.co.uk
http://www.hjpc.co.uk
http://www.larchgrovebb.com
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
mailto:info@severnaccess.co.uk
http://www.severnaccess.co.uk
mailto:ellen@hillviewsoftfurnishings.co.uk
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Paul J. Rowe 
 

PAINTING AND DECORATING 

Experienced    •   Professional 
Reliable    •   Friendly 

07815 657472 

or 01886 880310 

Pussy Cat Cattery 

 

    
Luxury Boarding Cattery in an idyllic, 
safe and calm location for cats only. 

Seville Cottage, 
Suckley, Worcester, 

WR6 5EQ 
 

www.pussycatcattery.co.uk  
 

01886 884867 
Viewings are most welcome 

www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage 

Three Counties  
Chimney Sweep 
*Trading Standards Approved* 

 

*All Chimneys and Flues Swept 
*Cowl and Pot Fitting Service 
*Stove and Liner Installations 
*Nest and Blockage Removal 
*Stack and Roof Repairs 
*Fully Insured 

 Call Ian on:                 
Tel: 01684 891005     Mob: 07403 277 436 

Your Local Accredited Chimney Sweep   
 

R K Construction 

 Extensions 
 ground works 
 general building 
 maintenance  
 landscaping works 

plus intricate brickwork projects  

City & Guilds trained with over 30 years experience 
 

Tel: 07774 239932  
Email: rkconstruction@btinternet.com 

RKH CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 
PRIVATE HIRE TAXI 

Professional   Prompt   Friendly 

Based in Cradley 

All UK Airports, Business Trips, 

Sporting Events, Parties, etc. 

Long and Local Trips 

Booking Essential 
Call Richard 07990 552531 

Email: rkhill2014@outlook.com 

Cecilia Hall Dance Centre 
07443 872188 (Text) 01684 573663 (Ans)  

ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk 
 

CLASSES FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 

Wednesdays 4.15 p.m. Ballet ages 6 & 7 years 
Fridays 2.00 p.m. Pre School Dance and Ballet 
Saturdays 9.45 a.m. Pre School Dance and Ballet 
 10.15 a.m. Tap/Modern 
 10.45 a.m. Ballet ages 4—6 years 
 11.15 a.m. Ballet ages 6 & 7 years 

MUSICAL THEATRE CLASS Tuesday 4.15 p.m. KS2 
Many other classes available:  
RAD Ballet/ISTD Tap/Modern 

Regular shows. Opportunities to be in professional shows 

http://www.pussycatcattery.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage
mailto:rkconstruction@btinternet.net
mailto:rkhill2014@outlook.com
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
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Like buses, we’ve been waiting a long time for items for our diaries - at last we have some!  
These are some events planned as restrictions are gradually eased across the country: 
 
MAY 

   

Weds 12 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for copy of event notices and new 
advertisements to The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley. 

Sun 16 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for articles and diary entries to The Butchery, 
Bosbury Road, Cradley. 

JULY    
Saturday  3  Open Gardens} _Organised by 
Sunday 4  Open Gardens}   Cradley Church 
 
SEPTEMBER 

   

Saturday 18  The Cradley Annual Produce Show at the Village Hall 
Saturday 25  A Community Celebration 
 
DECEMBER 

   

Saturday 4  The Christmas Fair in the Village Hall 
    

2022 
JUNE 

   

Saturday 4  Cradley Jubilee Fete 
    
    
Please keep your articles coming in, and please let us know if you are holding an event or resuming your 
activities and we will put them in. 
 
From May 2021 The Newsletter will be both printed and delivered, and online at cmsnewsletter.org.uk.  
 
Please, whenever possible, email articles, event notices and diary entries to the editorial team at: 

cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com 

Please send all advertising bookings and enquiries to the advertising team at:  

cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com 

 
Documents emailed to the team should be in Word or JPEG format. 

Hard copies can be left in the Newsletter’s mailbox fixed to the wall of The Butchery, Bosbury Road, 
Cradley. 
 

Every effort is made to verify the authenticity of statements made in the Newsletter, but neither the Editor 
nor anyone connected with its production and distribution can accept any responsibility for errors or 
inaccuracies, or for the opinions expressed within it. Neither do they guarantee or endorse the services 
and products advertised. 

The Cradley, Mathon & Storridge Newsletter uses personal data for the purpose of managing the 
Newsletter, its subscriptions, distribution and advertising, the contributions submitted and its finances. 
Data may be retained for up to 7 years for accounts and tax purposes and for longer where required by 
law. If you would like to find out more about how we use your personal data or want to see a copy of the 
information about you that we hold please contact the Newsletter team at:   

cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com. 

Editorial Team: Robert Colledge, Antonia Musgrove, Ian Thompson 

The editor of June issue will be Antonia Musgrove  

Compilation Team: Barbara Davies, Pauline Diplock, Jackie White   

THREE VILLAGES DIARY OF EVENTS for 2021 & 2022 

https://www.cmsnewsletter.org.uk/
mailto:cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com
mailto:cmsadvertising2018@gmail.com
mailto:cmsnewsletter2018@gmail.com


KEVIN ROBERTS 
 

 

DOMESTIC PLUMBING 
BATHROOMS 
CENTRAL HEATING 
TAPS AND WASHERS 
OIL BOILER SERVICES 
OFTEC REGISTERED 
UNVENTED REGISTERED 

 

TELEPHONE: 01886 880384   MOBILE: 07976 879719 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

 

 

P .  W .  &  L .  J .  H O D G K I S S  

T H E  B U T C H E R Y  

We stock a wide range of groceries 

Local fresh fruit and vegetables 

Fresh milk and bread daily, and much 

more 

 

Open Tuesdays to Fridays:  

9.00 a.m. till 4.00 p.m. 

Saturdays: 8.00 a.m. till 2.00 p.m. 

The Butchery, Bosbury Road, Cradley,  
Worcestershire, WR13 5LT 

Telephone: 01886 880221   :    cradleybutchers.co.uk 

http://cradleybutchers.co.uk
mailto:ianjones1963ij@gmail.com
http://www.cleanian.co.uk/
mailto:ianjones1963ij@gmail.com
http://www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk/
http://www.oliverdakersblacksmith.co.uk/
mailto:tim@caledbury.org.uk


 

http://malvernhillsbandb.uk/  

 

Please phone  

Pauline or Stuart  
Diplock  
to book 

01886 880078  

 

BED &  
BREAKFAST  

at 

QUEENSWOOD 
CRADLEY 

 

A Malvern-based business. 

All aspects of groundworks undertaken. 

Foundations up to DPC 
Civil Engineering, Excavations 

Drainage, Concreting 
Hard Landscaping 

Contact us on 

01684 301765| 07977 141734 

davidmaundpowell@aol.com 

drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk           

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 • Plumbing 
• Bathrooms 
• Kitchens 

• Tiling 
• Maintenance 
• General Building 

Work 

Friendly, Honest and Reliable 
Service.  

 

Call Tim Diplock on  
07930 500955 / 01886 880078 

 timdiplock@gmail.com 

http://malvernhillsbandb.uk/
mailto:davidmaundpowell@aol.com
http://www.drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk
mailto:timdiplock@gmail.com
mailto:Joe.brandt@btconnect.com
http://www.acertreeservices.com/
http://www.holloways.co.uk/
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